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Arab Learie rngts Syria to work for peace 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League urged Syria to work for peace 
in a message Wednesday to mark the anniversary of the October 
1973 war against Israel. “The victory of the Arab armed forces in 
that etKnauy remembered battle shows that Arab solidarity is the 
protective shield of the nation,” league chief Esmat Abdul Meguid 
wrote in a tetter to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad. “This^ victory 
allowed us to create a marvelous history for oar. nation and to 
inaugurate through it a new era for building the bases for a just, 
total and eternal peace," Dr. Abdul Meguid said in the letter, a 
copy of which was received by AFP. In a separate letter, “Abdul 
Meguid congratulated Egyptian President Hosai Mubarak for “the 
historic victory" and for “raising the flag of peace of the heights of 
victory.” Cairo and Damascus launched surprise attacks on Israeli 
forces occupying Egypt’s Sinai -and Syria's Golan Heights in the 
October 6, 1973 war. The Syrian trade of the Arab-Israeti peace 
process is deadlocked over security arrangements in accompanying 
Israeli withdrawal from the strategic Golan, which the Jewish state 
seized in 1967. 
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Arabs could lose 
Security Council seat 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Libya reaffirmed its can- 
didacy Tuesday for a non- 
permanent Security Council 
seat starting in January, faced 
with the possibility of not 
being elected and contribut- 
ing to a lack of Arab presence 
there. In an address to the 
General Assembly, Libyan 
Foreign Minister Omar Al 
Mountasser reiterated that 
Tripoli was a candidate for 
the election which will take 
place later this month. All 
185 U.N. member states may 
vote. “We would like to 
thank in advance all countries 
which are going to support 
our candidacy for this seat,” 
Mr. Mountasser said, sug- 
gesting the candidacy could 
count on Arab League and 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty backing. The United 
States, France and Britain 
have campaigned to keep 
Libya off the council amid 
terrorism charges against it, 
and the U.N. sanctions still in 
effect against it. “Libya has 
no chance of getting 
elected,” one Western diplo- 
mat said privately. 

Iran offers to aid 
Lebanon rebuild 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Wednesday 
that Iran was ready to contri- 
bute to Lebanon’s recon- 
struction drive, at talks here 
with Mahmoud Abu Ham- 
dan, the Lebanese housing 
and cooperatives minister. 
Mr. .Rafsanjani urged Leba- 
non's various religious sects 
to unite around their coun- 
try’s national interests “as the 
only way to assure the recon- 
struction of their country.” 
Iran favours boosting politic- 
al and economic ties with 
Lebanon and is ready to help 
in the country’s reconstruc- 
tion,’’ he told the official 
Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy LRNA. The president also 
praised Lebanese people for 
“resisting” Israeli attacks. 

3 Algerian customs 
officers slaughtered 

PARIS (R) — Suspected 
guerrillas have slit the throats 
of three customs officers m 
western Algeria, an Algerian 
newspaper said on Wednes- 
day. Heavily-armed militants 
overcame the customs offic- 
ers mannin g a roadblock near 
Zouia village in the western 
Temcen province after a 
fierce battle on Tuesday. 
L'Opinion daily said, quoting 
local officials. The assailants 
cut the throats of the three 
paramilitary officers and 
seized their weapons before 
fleeing, it added. 

Uday not in a position 
to govern— Sahaf 

DUBAI (AFP) — Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's son 
Uday “is not in a position to 
govern," Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf 
said in an interview published 
Wednesday. “Uday Saddam 
Hussein is an athlete. He 
beads the Olympic Commit- 
tee. This is normal,” Sahaf 
told the London-based Ara- 
bic newspaper Al Hayat. 
“Uday is not in a position to 
■govern,” he said. Iraqi 
opposition members in exile 
said Saddam Hussein has 
-been grooming his eldest son, 
■who is 32 years old, to suc- 
.ceed him. “There is no family 
in power in Iraq, but a pres- 
idential set-up which includes 
-a main party, the Baatb, and 
.also a system to appoint offi- 
. rials," Sahaf said. 

Belgian prosecutor 
appeals acquittal of 
Algerian suspects 

•BRUSSELS (AFP) — A Bei- 
igran prosecutor has lodged an 
appeal against the acquittal 
of Ahmad Zaoui, presumed 
leader of an Algerian extrem- 
ist network in Europe, a 
spokesman for the prosecutor 
Wednesday. Tie court 
Tuesday acquitted Mr, 
Zaoui, 34, who went on trial j 
■earlier this month with 11 | 
other presumed members of ' 
the Armed Islamic Group 
if)* one tk- most radic- 
the guerrilla movements i 
."^S to topple Algeria's : 
military-backed regime. 


French troops storm 
Comoros to end coup 

Djohar freed; low casualties in battle for 
control; surrender of mercenaries unclear 


MORONI (Agencies) — Six 
hundred French commandos 
stormed the Comoro Islands 
Wednesday and vanquished 
putschists led by French 
mercenary Bob Denard after 
a day of fierce fighting. 

The French defence minis- 
try in Paris said that the 
66-year-old soldier of fortune 
backtracked, saying there 
was no confirmation^ 
was no confirmation? 

Eighty-year-old President 
Said Mohammad Djohar, 
whom Denard took prisoner 
during the putsch on Sept. 28 
and had been holding of the 
Kandani barracks six 
kilometres from rhe capital, 
Moroni, was reportedly free 
and taken, unharmed, to the 
French embassy in the capit- 
al. 

Contacted by telephone in 
the barracks, Denard denied 
he had surrendered, saying: 
“We’re still at the same 
point. We continue to negoti- 
ate. We shall see about it 
tomorrow. Tonight, I am 
tired.” 

General Raymond Germa- 
nos, spokesman for the 
French defence ministry in 
Paris, announced at a news 
conference that Denard “win 
be brought back to France to 
be judged.” 

French prosecutors earlier 
■issued a warrant for his arrest 
for illegally leaving France 
during an investigation into 
his role into the death , of a 
previous Comorian president 
m 1989. 

The reported surrender 
would have ended a lightning 
invasion Wednesday by a 
1,000-strong French force 
that quickly established con- 
trol of the Indiari Ocean 
archipelago. After some brief 
fighting around dawn, De- 
nard and bis forces holed up 
in a barracks and attempted 
to negotiate a deal. 



Bob Denard 


During the day, officials in 
Paris ruled out that negotia- 
tions with Denard and de- 
manded his unconditional 
surrender. They said the 
troops , would enforce an in- 
ternational warrant for the 
coup leader’s arrest and bring 
him back to France for trial. 

“Tie aim is not to earn:, 
out a military operation but 
to reestablish constitutional 
legality in the country," Gen. 
Germanos said. 

Comorian soldiers who 
aligned themselves with De- 
nard will receive a full par- 
don, said Comorian Prime 
Minister Caambi Al- 
Yachroutu in a communique 
read over state-run Radio 
Comores. 

The prime minister, who 
hid in the embassy since the 
last Thursday’s coup, said a 
new coalition government he 
declared earlier Wednesday 
would exclude only the par- 
ties of “co-presidents” that 
Denard appointed to legiti- 
mate his takeover. 

The tiny Indian Ocean 


archipelago has been wrack- 
ed by instability since gaining 
independence from France in 
1975. Denard ruled the is- 
lands through figurehead 
presidents following a coup in 
1978 until France negotiated 
his departure in 1989. 

The forceful intervention 
following Denard’s coup last 
week marked a change in 
French tolerance for an 
bucaneering figure who has 
claimed to have served 
French interests m coups he 
orchestrated around Africa 
for three decades. 

French officers reported no 
casualties among the 600 
Foreign Legionnaires, naval 
commandos and elite police 
units that Landed at dawn. 
Two Comorian soldiers loyal 
to Denard and a civilian were 
killed in fighting. Two French 
journalists among several in- 
jured. 

French troops took 29 pris-, 
oners, including two French' 
mercenaries and three 
seriously wounded Comorian 
soldiers. 

French commander Cap- 
tain Robert Pellegrin told re- 
porters the assault began with 
about 40 commandos alight- 
ing from inflatable speed- 
boats deployed before dawn 
1 from the frigate Floreal. . 
They faced off with about 30 . 
Comorian soldiers and at 
least four mercenaries at 
Moroni’s central harbour. 

; 'Hundreds of troops landed 
at the main airport 20 
kilometres north of Moroni, 
seizing the airport and then 
moving slowly toward the 
centre of the capital, feeing 
no resistance. French troops 
also secured an abandoned 
airport and the area around 
the embassy, both near the 
harbour. 

Late Wednesday, witnes- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


Qadhafi pays dramatic 
visit to expellees' camp 

Libyan leader seeks to defend decision to 
expel Palestinians, but comes under fire 


LIBYA-EGYPT BORDER 
(Agencies) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi on 
Wednesday defended his de- 
rision to expel 30,000 Palesti- 
nians in a speech before a 
crowd of deportees and Li- 
byan supporters in a desert 
no-man’s land. 

Colonel Qadhafi used a 
cast of thousands and a show- 
man's flair at the rally here to 
justify his decision to expel 
all Palestinians from his 
country. 

Some 4,000 Libyans were 
brought in by bus to cheer on 
his speech aimed at 900 
Palestinians trapped in no- 
man’s land between Egypt 
and Libya after being thrown 
out by Tripoli. 

Col. Gadhafi offered to 
camp out with the stranded 
Palestinians in a no-man’s 
land and promised to build a 
city there if other Arabs re- 
fused to let them enter. 

Col. Qadhafi said the 
plight of the Palestinians 
whom he has thrown out was 
an effective strategy to show 
the world the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord was useless. 

”1 consider this — 
although it is agony for you 
— an international and 
strategic gain to show that the 
Palestinian people’s issue has 
not been solved and that all 
that you have heard on the 
media is treason, lies and a 
sham,” he said. 

He called on Egypt and 
other Arab stares to allow 
expelled Palestinians to con- 
tinue on to the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 

His audience responded as 
hundreds of Libyans and 
Palestinians marched to the 
Egyptian side of the border 
to stage a sit-in there and 


burned tyres a tent in support 
of him. 

“Palestinians who have 
lived in Libya for dozens of 
years derided to return to 
Palestine after the announce- 
ment of the settlement of the 
Palestinian problem and 
Libya has encouraged them 
to- leave," Col. Qadhafi said. 

He urged Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak to open 
his country's border up to 
allow the Palestinians to re- 
turn to their own land, saying 
it would be “treason tanta- 
mount to allying ourselves 
with a Zionist-imperialist 
plot” to stop them. 

“The Palestinians now 
have a president, a country, a 
flag, a police force, even pris- 
ons. Why. then, prevent 
them going home?” he 
added, saying he was “sure 
that neither Mubarak nor the 
Egyptian people would try to 
stop” them. 

He said the self-rule accord 
signed by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Washington last 
Thursday had “settled the 
Palestinian question." 

Col. Qadhafi was given a 
rapturous welcome by a 
crowd of several hundred 
people of all ages waving 
Libyan flags and portraits of 
him alone and alongside for- 
mer Egyptian leader Gamal 
Abdul Nasser, who died in 
1970. 

But almost no Palestinian 
flags were visible at the rally 
and most of his ‘ audience 
appeared to be Libyans from 
towns near the border. 

The 300 metre-wide no-' 
man’s land bristled with Li- 
byan security forces before 
and during the speech, in- 
cluding five armoured vehi- 


cles, two helicopters with 
anti-tank missiles and sol- 
diers with automatic weapons 
at the ready. 

After the speech protesters 
marched towards the Egyp- 
tian border post of Salloum 
through the tend camp set up 
by Libya in the zone, shout- 
ing “Our blood and our soul 
for Palestine" and "We will 
return to Palestine.” 

Upon reaching the row of 
tyres and oil ban-els that 
mark the Egyptian line, they 
sat down and chanted. 
“Zionists, we want the right 
to return" and “No surren- 
der. no truce.” 

There they burned two 
tyres and a white Egyptian 
tent. A Palestinian. Abdu Ali 
Hariri, tore up his Jordapian 
passport. After a half hour, 
the protesters returned to the 
camp. 

Egypt has refused entry to 
any expelled Palestinians not 
assured of transitting on to 
the Gaza Strip or Jordan. 

Almost ail the stranded 
Palestinians told AFP that 
they had left their homes in 
Libya voluntarily, without 
pressure from Tripoli. 

But “most of them have 
memorised what they were 
supposed ro say.” said one 
Palestinian, Mayada Ayoub, 
who had lived for 19 years in 
Libya. 

Egypt said that Us contacts 
were continuing with Tripoli 
to stop the expulsions 
although so far they had 
turned up fruitless. 

“It is sorrowful that this 
problem is happening at this 
time.” Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa told the 
press upon returning from 
the U.N. General Assembly 

(Continued qn page 7) 



Iraq restates rejection 
of partial oil sale plan 


Arafat 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat arrived in the 
Egyptian capital on 
Wednesday for talks with 
President Hosni Mubarak 
oh Israel-Palestinian 
peace accords and Libya’s 
campaign to expel Palesti- 
nians, a Palestinian offi- 
. rial here Said. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Mubarak discussed “the 
problem of the expelled 
Palestinians who are 
staying in tents on the 
Egyptian-Libyan border 
as well as Israel's refusal 
to release women Palesti- 
nian prisoners," the offi- 
cial said. 

Some 900 Palestinians 
are caught on the border 
after Egypt refused them 
entry to the country. 

Mr. Arafat was to re- 
turn later on Wednesday 
to the Gaza Strip once 
Israeli authorities open 
borders closed for Yom 
Kippur. 

The PLO leader went 
' to'Cahro from Yemen, af- 
ter a tour that also took 
him to Saudi Arabia, to 
explain the self-rule deal 
he signed with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Thursday in 
Washington. 

Lebanon assails deal 


Lebanon meanwhile 
said the recent progress in 
negotiations between 
Israel and the PLO has 
not changed the need to 
find a peace solution for 
Lebanon. 

In a speech to the U.N. 
General Assembly, 
Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bouez said 
Israel i-PLO negotiations 
do not “absolve” the Un- 
ited Nations of responsibi- 
lities in Lebanon. He 
cited a Security Council 
resolution calling for 
Israel to withdraw from its 
self-declared security 
zone in southern Leba- 
non. 

Israel and its militia 
allies are fighting guerril- 
las in southern Lebanon, 
where mines and cluster 
bombs terrorise the 
population, Mr. Bouez 
said. Israel says it needs to 
occupy the zone to shield 
its northern towns from 
cross-border raids. 

Peace talks between 
Israel and Syria are dead- 
locked, Progress on the 
Syrian front would push 
forward talks between 
Israel and Lebanon. Syria 
has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon. 

Mr. Bouez criticised the 
recent agreement be- 
tween Israel and the PLO 
on expansion of Palesti-: 
nian autonomy to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — De- 
spite worsening health condi- 
tions, Iraq renewed its 
opposition Wednesday to a 
U.N. resolution that would 
permit limited Iraqi oil sales 
for humanitarian purposes. 

Tie refusal of U.N. Re- 
solution 986, adopted last 
April, came just days after 
reports suggested Iraqi lead- 
ers were pushing the govern- 
ment to accept the resolution 
as a way to earn revenue that 
could offset the destabilising 
effects of U.N. sanctions. 

But Health Munster Omed 
Midhat repeated the rejec- 
tion of the limited sales, 
saying it compromised Iraq’s 
sovereignty. Iraq prefers to 
focus on the full lifting of 
sanctions, inducting an oil 
embargo, imposed after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

“Apart from having too 
many negative consequences 
from political and patriotic 
points of view, practically 
speaking, it is impossible to 
be implemented,” be told the 
Associated Press. 

Opposition also came from 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Al Sahaf. He told the 
London-based Al Hayat 
newspaper that accepting the 


Combined agency dispatches 

PEACE ENVOYS flew to 
Sarajevo on Wednesday 
chasing an elusive deal to end 
tbe Yugoslav wars, as the 
Balkans took stock of fresh 
battles m Bosnia and a pres- 
idential assassination bid in 
Macedonia. 

U.S. mediator Richard 
Holbrooke, his efforts 
boosted by a breakthrough in 
Croat-Serb talks on Tuesday, 
arrived in the Bosnian capital 
with the European Union's 
(£U) Carl Bildt to discuss 
ceasefire prospects and Bos- 
nia's political future. 

“The ceasefire is going to 
be discussed primarily by 
Ambassador Holbrooke and 
I am going to discuss other 
long-term economic, consti- 
tutional and political issues," 
Mr. Bildt said. 

Mr. Holbrooke sounded a 
new note of pessimism on the 
chances of resolving the Bos- 
nian conflict, warning that 
the differences between the 
warring factions “remain 
very wide.” 

Speaking at*-a swearing-in 
ceremony for the American 
ambassador in Bosnia, the 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state said the war was not yet 
over and that the ceasefire in 
the Bosnian capital was fra- 
gile. 


resolution was out of the 
question because “it does not 
respect Iraq’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity." 

On Monday, the authorita- 
tive Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) quoted un- 
named Iraqi officials as 
saying that accepting the re- 
solution appeared to be the 
best option since there was 
no prospect of a serious re- 
view of oil sanctions before 
tbe U.S. presidential elec- 
tions in November 1996. 

It suggested that de- 
teriorating economic condi- 
tions could threaten Saddam 
Hussein’s regime, and that 
even limited oil revenue was 
crucial to bringing some relief 
to the population. 

Under Resolution 986. 
Iraq would be allowed to 
export SI billion worth of oil 
every three months. 

In the interview, Mr. 
Midhat said more than 60 per 
cent of Iraq’s 20 million peo- 
ple were at risk from either' 
malnutrition or lack of medi- 
cine. The average calorie in- 
take dropped from 2,500 be- ■ 
fore the war to 920, afflicting 
children and the elderly, he 
said. 

Mr. Midhat, who was in 


“The fighting in the west is 
continuing and perhaps 
accelerating in certain 
areas.” Mr. Holbrooke said. 
“The differences dividing the 
two side in onr negotiations 
are very wide. We have an 
enormous amount of work 
left to do." 

In Moscow, Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev said Rus- 
sia would make additional 
proposals on how to end the 
Bosnia conflict, Interfax 
news agency reported. 

Mr. Kozyrev, who spoke 
before leaving for a visit to 
Norway, gave no details but 
he said the new Russian in- 
itiative would be addressed to 
“broad (international) cir- 
cles.” 

Tie U.S.-led diplomacy is 
battling for an end to 42 
monrhs of Musiim-Serb- 
Croat war in Bosnia which 
has left thousands dead or 
missing and displaced mil- 
lions from their homes. 

But renewed Muslim-Serbs 
artillery battles south of 
Sarajevo on Tuesday, a Serb 
counter-offensive in north- 
west Bosnia, and a carbomb 
attack on Macedonian Presi- 
dent Kiro Gligorov have left 
no doubt that bringing off a 
Balkan peace will be a tali 
order. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cairo for a meeting of Arab 
health ministers, said Iraq 
had no money to buy badly 
needed medicine and other 
humanitarian supplies — 
items the country is allowed 
to purchase under the terms 
of the U.N. sanctions. 

The U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) estimates that 
one-fifth of babies are under- 
weight at birth. Last week, 
the U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme said it- feared the in- 
creasing threat of widespread 
starvation in Iraq and warned 
that about four million Iraqis 
were at severe risk. 

In Geneva, the top United 
Nations aid official in Iraq 
said he foresaw a grim situa- 
tion in the country because 
he did not expect to be able 
to raise enough money to 
fully fond U.N. relief work. 

Mohammad Zejjari, U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator for 
Iraq, attributed the shortage 
of support from donor coun- 
tries to a lack of political will 
and competing international 
emergencies. 

“So in fact, I foresee a 
rather grim humanitarian 
situation in Iraq despite our 


NATO hits 
Serb sites 

NATO warplanes attacked 
Bosnian Serb missile sites 
Wednesday in a surprise 
strike which overshadowed 
diplomatic efforts to secure a 
countrywide ceasefire in the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

Alliance aircraft hit three 
Serb surface to air missile 
(SAM) sites in southern and 
cenn-al Bosnia after Serb 
radar locked on to the planes 
during routine Deny Flight 
patrols of Bosnia's airspace, a 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation spokesman in Naples 
said. 

The attack came as U.S. 
mediator Richard Holbrooke 
announced a potential break- 
through in his efforts to se- 
cure a cessation of hostilities 
across Bosnia. 

Mr. Holbrooke held two 
hours of talks with Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacirbey, after 
which he moved on to Bel- 
grade armed with what he 
described as “serious propos- 
al" from the Bosnian govern- 
ment on reaching a country- 
wide ceasefire. 


Continued on page 7) 

Holbrooke, Bildt chase 
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Gulf Arabs inch towards 
Israel ahead of summit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab oil producers are gra- 
dually tearing down taboos in 
dealing with Israel ahead of a 
second landmark Middle 
Bast economic forum that 
seeks to chart a new econo- 
mic map for the region under 
peace. 

Nearly a year after the first 
Middle East economic sum- 
mit was held in the Moroccan 
city of Casablanca, several 
Gulf and Israel officials have 
met in public to discuss future 
relations while Qatar 
announced its willingness to 
supply natural gas to the Jew- 
ish state. 

Oman this week went 
further by announcing an 
agreement with Israeli to nor- 
malise trade links, effectively 
bypassing a long-standing 
Arab League decision to 
boycott Tel Aviv. 

The Cairo-based League 
has relaxed the ban by allow- 
ing members to restore in- 
direct economic links while 
stressing a removal of the 
direct ban hinged on reading 
a comprehensive Middle East 
peace settlement. 

The agreement to open 
trade representation offices 
in Tel Aviv and Muscat fol- 
lowed a meeting in New' York 
between Israeli Foreign 
■ Minister Shimon Peres and 
Omani minister of state for 
foreign affaire, Yousef Ben 
Alawi Ben Abdullah. 

Mr. Peres also met Qatari 
Foreign Minister Hamad Ben 
Jassim AI Thani in New 
York, where they discussed 
bilateral ties and the Middle 
East peace process. 

Israel has eyed Qatar fol- 
lowing the peace break- 
through in the Middle East 
given its vast gas reserves, the 
third largest in the world. It 


was encouraged by Qatari 
statements that the Gulf 
states does hot oppose selling 
gas to Israel. 

“Yes, there are plans to 
seD gas to Israel. There is no 
problem once overall peace is 
establishment all tracks in the 
region,’' Qatar's new ruler. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani, said last month. 

Qatar and Oman make up 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) along with Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). The six members 
control nearly 45 per cent of 
the world’s crude oil and 15 
per cent of gas. 

Ail of them have agreed to 
attend the economic summit 
in Amman this mouth and 
some of them have already 
prepared a list of projects. 
This is in contrast with their 
lukewarm participation m the 
Casablanca meeting. 

More than 1,000 delega- 
tion from 60 countries are to 
attend the Amman summit 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa, supported by 
United States and Russia, the 
co-sponsors of the Middle 
east peace process. 

Qatar's government and 
private sector are presenting 
20 ventures at the Oct 29-31 
conference while the UAE's 
free trade zone of Dubai is 
sending a 30-member delega- 
tion to explain investment 
opportunities. 

GCC foreign ministers met 
in Riyadh last month and 
agreed to coordinate stands 
at the economic forum. 
Sheikh Mohammad Al Khali- 
fa .’. of Bahrain said all mem- 
ber states were going to the 
meeting and would “work to 
ensure its success.” 


“Between the Casablanca 
and the Amman summits, 
there have been a lot of 
changes in the region. I think 
the first summit was not more 
than a get-together meeting, 
but it appears there will be 
real business at the next sum- 
mit," said a senior GCC fi- 
nance official, who requested 
anonymity. 

“GCC states will be more 
involved in the discussions 
this time. We are not going to 
Amman out of courtesy but 
to do business like others. 
Gulf states believe they wall 
benefit from any constructive 
forum of economic coopera- 
tion.” 

Apart from participating in 
lucrative ventures outside 
their region, GCC states 
could also attract foreign in- 
vestment, which would help 
them acquire industrial tech- 
nology needed for their 
attempts to lessen their re- 
liance on oil. 

The United States has indi- 
cated it plans to invest in new 
projects in the Gulf and other 
regions and would announce 
such projects in Amman. 

“As far as the Amman 
conference is concerned, the 
U.S. administration has been 
tracking projects within the 
Gulf region, the Middle East 
and North Africa,” said 
Richard Gannon, senioT 
adviser at the Advocacy Cen- 
tre, an export-promotion unit 
at the U.S. Commerce De- 
partment. 

“We are identifying 
opportunities for American 
investment and engage- 
ments... in tonrism, hotels, 
resort construction, infras- 
tructure and other areas," he 
said in a statement, obtained 
from the U.S. embassy bere. 


Families of women 
detainees in Israeli 
jails wail in anguish 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — Pa- 
rents of Palestinian women 
jailed for attacks on Israelis 
are faced with frustrating de- 
lays, despite the promise of 
their daughters’ release 
-under the West Bank accord. 

“It’s Yasser Arafat's fault, 
he should have refused to 
sign the accord before the 
release of all the women,” 
charged Mayo Abu Daho, 
whose 26-year-old daughter 
Rula is serving a 25-year jail 
sentence. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
signed the West Bank deal on 
Sept. 28 on the understand- 
ing that all 28 jailed women 
would go home. 

But President Ezer Weiz- 
man, with support from Jew- 
ish families of victims of vio- 
lence, has blocked the re- 
leases because of his opposi- 
tion to freeing Palestinians 
with Israeli blood on their 
hands. 

The excitement which fil- 
led the Abu Daho home in 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah last week has been 
replaced by disappointment 
and uncertainty. 

“We decorated the house 
and stuck up posters of Rula 
everywhere thinking she was 
going to come home” on the 
day the accord was signed in 
Washington, said the 60- 
year-old mother. 

Rula was found guilty in 
1988 of involvement in the 
murder of a Jewish settlers in 
tiie Obt City of East Jeru- 
salem. 

“I never knew she was so 
involved in the fight against 
Israel,” said her mother, 
pointing to a photograph of 


Rula which dominates the 
sitting room of the family 
home. 

But the delay has come as 
no surprise to 31-year-old 
brother Bassam. 

“You can never trust the 
occupation forces. I will only 
believe my sister is free on 
the day when I squeeze her in 
my arms,” said Bassam, who 
himself has spent one-and-a- 
balf years in Israeli jail. 

A second home in the 
Ramallah is going through 
the same anguish. 

Abir Al Wabidi, whose 
father Mohammad was at the 
Washington signing cere- 
mony for the deal extending 
autonomy on the West Bank, 
was sentenced to 17 years for 
planning the murder of a 
settler m 1991. 

The army destroyed the 
26-year-old woman's home. 

“My daughter’s OTders- 
came from Mr. Arafat and 
she now supports the peace 

E ra cess ana must be le- 
ased," insisted Mohammad 
Al Wahidi, a senior official in 
the PLO leader’s Fateh fac- 
tion. 

Mayssun Al Wahdi, whose 
husband Mohammad also 
served two years in jail dur- 
ing the 1970s, works at the 
Palestinian Ministry of Social 
Affairs in Ramallah. 

“My joy will be beyond 
description the day of Rula's 
release,” she said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said a decision on 
when to start the releases, 
expected to cover some 1,300 
. Palestinians in all, will be 
taken after a parliamentary 
debate on the West Bank 
deal starting on Thursday. 


Defence 

challenges 

British 

soldiers’ 

arrest 

LARNACA'(R) — Three 
British soldiers charged with 
manslaughter in Cyprus were 
never legally arrested, the 
island's assizes court heard 
on Wednesday. 

One of three lawyers rep- 
resenting defendants Justin 
Fowler, 27, Jeff Pemell, 23, 
and Alan Ford, 27, reiterated 
to the court in session at the 
fort town of Lamaca that 
none of the three were legally 
arrested by Cyprus police in 
the early morning hours of 
Sept. 13. 1994. 

The soldiers were 
apprehended in connection 
with the disappearance of 
Danish tour guide Louise 
Jensen, 23. Her battered 
corpse was found off a beaten 
track at a village in the Fama- 
gusta district two days after 
she was reported missing. • 

The three soldiers have de- 
nied charges of abduction, 
conspiracy to rape and killing 
the woman after a drinking 
bout in the Ayia Napa holi- 
day resort. 

One prosecution witness, 
police Sergeant Costakis 
Panayiotou, told the court on 
Wednesday the three defen- 
dants were arrested for not 
displaying their identity cards 
to an officer who stopped 
their car. But he admitted he 
did not mention this to his 
superior officer. 

“I wasn't asked... it was an 
omission." said Sgt. 
Panayiotou to questioning by 
defence lawyer Christos 
Pourgourides. 



Ramos envoy to plead 
for condemned maid 


MANILA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos said 
Wednesday his special emis- 
sary is to fly to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Thursday to plead the case of 
convicted Filipina maid Sarah 
Balabagan. 

Retired Supreme Court 
Justice Abdul Wahid Bidin, 
the country’s first Muslim 
named to the high tribunal, 
bas been tasked to help de- 
fence lawyers appeal against 
the death sentence on the 
16-year-old Balabagan, 
Mr. Ramos said at a news 
conference. 

Mr. Bidin will be assisted 
by two other Filip no Mus- 
lims, who are experts on Isla- 
mic law. -j 

Mr. Ramos expressed 
thanks to a UAE appeals 
court for advancing the hear- 
ing of Ms. Balabagan’s peti- 
tion from Ocl 30 to Oct. 9. 

Ms. Balabagan, daughter 
of an impoverished Muslim 
family in the southern Philip- 
pines, was sentenced to death 
last month -for the 1994 killing 
of -'her ‘employer, 70-year-oM 
Mohammad Al Baloushi. 

The girl’s defence lawyers 
have argued that she killed 
her employer after he raped 
her. They say Ms. Balabagan 
is a minor, and had been 
convinced by ber recruiting 
agent to write in forged pap- 
ers she was 27 to evade Phi- 
lippine laws against cbild 
labour. 

The death sentence has 
sparked protests here re- 
miniscent of -the demonstra- 
tions that followed the March 
hanging of Filipina maid Flor 
Contemplation in Singapore 
for a 1991 double murder 
many Htipixios think she did 
not commit. 

Meanwhile, a coalition of 
16 non -governmental orga- 
nisations including Amnesty 
International said Wednes- 
day it would launch month- 
long mass actions on Oct. 9 in 
front of the UAE embassy 
bere to secure the release and 
repatriation of Ms. Balaba- 
gan. 

Mr. Balabagan had earlier 
■ been sentenced to only seven 
years in jail m June and was 
even awarded damages for 
having been raped. 

But UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nanayan nullified that ver- 
dict without explanation and 
ordered a retrial which led to 
the death sentence. 

Mr. Ramos has said he will 
personally seek clemency for 
Ms. Balabagan from the 
UAE leader if the courts 


affirm the death penalty. 

The president also said that 
aside from the Balabagan 
case. Mr. Bidin is authorised 
to plead the cases of other 
Filipino contract workers 
there, including that of John 
Aquino, who has been sent- 
enced to die by firing squad 
for killing Indian national in 
the UAE. 

The departure of Ms. Bala- 
bagan's parents and youngest 
sister for Dubai scheduled on 
Wednesday was delayed be- 
cause they were yet to be 
issued visas. 

Manila has sponsored the 
trip for Karim and Bai Bala- 
bagan. They were to take 
with them a birth certificate 
proving that Sarah is only 16. 

A senior UAE official said 
meanwhile Baloushi was sex- 
ually impotent. 

Ibrahim Al Abid, head of 
the Information Ministry’s 
external information depart- 
ment, said that a wife of 
Baloushi had divorced him 
two years ago on grounds he 
•was- no -longer* sexually po- 
“ tent: ~ ~ • 

“There is still a long time 
to go before the final sent- 
ence is ratified," Mr. Abid 
said, who accused the media 
of sensationalising the case. 

“Two years ago Bakrashi’s 
Pakistani wife asked for a 
divorce on grounds he was 
impotent and the court 
granted it to her,” he told the 
Associated Press. 

Baloushi also had another 
wife, who died about five 
years ago. 

Mr. Abid said that if Ms. 
Balabagan could prove she 
was a teenager, “it would be 
up to the court to use that as 
a cause for leniency.” 

Iran’s help sought 

Mr. Ramos .said also he 
will seek Iran’s help in fight- 
ing Muslim extremists in the 
Philippines during a visit by 
President Ah’ Ale bar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani here next 
week. 

Mr. Ramos told the news 
conference that Mr. Rafsan- 
jani will visit Manila from 
Ocl 8-10 and that discussions 
will include increased trade 
and economic cooperation 
such as greater access to oil 
and steel supplies from 
Tehran. 

The Philippine president 
said he and Mr. Rafsanjani 
will tackle the problem of 
Muslim extremists in the 
south whom Mr. Ramos had 
linked earlier this year in 
international cells. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Africa, Oman establish diplomatic ties 

CAPE TOWN (R) — South Africa and Oman established 
diplomatic relations for the first rime on Wednesday, the 
two countries said in a joint statement. They said they 
“look forward to closer cooperation in order to serve the 
interests of both countries and their people." Oman is 
seeking to develop its small coal and gold mining indus- 
tries, areas in which South Africa has established expertise. 
Oman mining officials said this week they were looking for 
buyers in South Africa and Japan for gold and copper 
mines due to be privatised later this year. South Africa has 
no domestic source of oil and currently relies on Iran for 
more than 90 per cent of its imports. South Africa has 
opened diplomatic relations with more than 60 countries 
since Nelson Mandela's inauguration in May last year as 
the first black president. Pretoria now has formal diploma- 
tic relations with about 165 countries and has ambassadors 
in at least 90 countries. 

UAE man seeks help in finding missing son in Bosnia 

DUBAI (AFP) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) man 
on Wednesday appealed for help in finding his 20-year-old 
warrior son who went missing during fighting in Bosnia. 
Ibrahim Mohammad Ibrahim, who is blind and about 50 
years old. said the mainly Muslim Bosnian government told 
him they had lost trace of his son Ayman two years ago 
because'he had changed his name before joining its army. 
“My son’s friends said he probably was taken prisoner by 
the Serbs’ tiffing’ the fighting. I don’t know jf he was killed 
-orrf-Jte : S‘5tili Hvmgj’-hetolo newspapers here. Mr. Ibrahim 
Said'When his son was 14 he joined a UAE group urging 
Muslims to support their fellow Muslims in Afghanistan. 
“A year later he left for Afghanistan to fight against the 
Russians and communists where he stayed until Sovier 
troops withdrew.” he added. When war broke and in the 
former Yugoslavia Ayman vowed to fight for the Muslims. 
“I did everything to prevent him from going. I even took 
his passport, but in vain,” the father said. There have been 
several reports of Muslims from Arab and other countries 
fighting with Bosnian forces against the Serbs. 

Simpson acquittal announced in mid-air 

DUBAI (AFP) — Passengers on an Emirates airline flight 
from London to Dubai were informed of the acquittal of 
U.S. football legend O.J. Simpson. “OJ. is free," a 
steward told a group of passengers while the plane flew 
over Iran around 1810 GMT Tuesday, one hour after a jury 
in Los Angeles said they had acquitted Mr. Simpson of 
murdering his ex-wife and her friend. The pilots had 
received the news during radio contact with ground staff, 
the steward said. One passenger replied: "They were 
probably afraid of riots in Los Angeles." Police had been, 
put on alert amid memories of the riots that swept parts of 
Los Angeles in 1992 after the acquittal of four white police 
officers in the videotaped bearing of black motorist Rodney 
King. 

10 UNIFIL soldiers injured in accident 

TYRE (AP) — Ten Nepalese peacekeepers were injured 
Wednesday when their transport truck veered off a road in 
South Lebanon and overturned, a United Nations state- 
ment said. The statement by the U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) said the accident occurred on a 
winding road in the hills near the village of Hinniyah. 
headquarters of a 723-strong Nepalese contingent serving 
with UNIFIL. Five of the soldiers, including two in serious 
condition, were evacuated by UNIFIL helicopters to a field 
hospital in- the coastal town of Naqoura on the Lebanese- 
Israeli border. The others suffered light injuries and were 
treated at the site, about eight kilometres southeast of this 
southernmost port city, said the statement. The 5,000- 
strong UNIFIL. was dispatched to southern Lebanon in 
1978 after a brief Israeli incursion into the region. A total 
of 204 UNIFIL peacekeepers have been killed, mostly in 
hostilities. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Marv of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh.'TcI. 810740 
Anembtics of God Church, Tel. 
632785- 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anmmdsdofl Tel. 
637440, 

De Ea Salic Church Td. 661757 


TcrrasancUt Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the An nunciati on Td. 
623541. 

Anglian Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Cathofic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel, 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German -spealdig Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nazarcoe Tch675691. 
The Evangelical Local Cfamdi In 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly on Thursday but re- 
maining bdow avenge with winds 
easterly moderate to active. On 
Friday, temperatures are expected 
10 rise slightly with moderate 
weather conditions prevailing dur- 
ing the day but cool at nigii. In 
Aqaba, it will be moderate with 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 1 1/27 


Aqaba 18 132 

Deserts 10/29 

Jordan Valley 18/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26 Aqaba 30. Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent, 
Aqaba 43 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam Hazin 779474 

Dr. Ghalcb Zawaiddi 736011 

Dr. Bilal Al Sayyid 890280 

Dr. Fakbcr Bdbcisi 663412 

fires pharmacy 661912 

Ffcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascroa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salaam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Naircmjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DUUD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al HBu .... 2 7977 3 
Al Ouds pharmacy (_ ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Haizallah 988070 

Kbalifch pharmacy 965417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 66111 1 
Civil Defence immediate 

Rcsoia 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police *896390 

Public Security Department- 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176' 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directoiy assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaQ Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
_ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

W Flight Information .... 08-532100 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkQcfa Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

'Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362. 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845645 

AI-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

-The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AV-Muhahecn ... 777101/3 
AJ-Basfair.J- Adnafich 775111/26 

Army JMarka 89161 1/15 

Oocai Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Antal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and' 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnShta Hospital, 

AlHikmal 

DUUD: 

Pr in ce ss 

Greek Caihdie Honrital ... 

Rm Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)314] II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
departmau at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)532 00- 
5, where it should always tie veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

83:25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 
<W) 

86:15 Adcn(RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

•8:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

8ht5 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

8*35 Beirut (RJ) 

8W5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

l(kOt Colombo (RJ) 

lfc50 London (RI) 

17:38 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

1840... London. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I&88 ' Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

18:18 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

18:15 Athens (RI) 

19*8..., Abu Dhabi. AI 'Ain (RJ) 

19*48 Rorac(RJ) 

23:15 Lamaca (RJ) - 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12.-40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

OM Riyadh (SV) 

t4M Doha (07) 

!&«• Dubai (EK) 

17:80 Rome (A Z) 

Ifcd5 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

IWS Cairo (MS) 

28:18 Beirut (ME) 

2fc28 - — Istanbul (TK) 

London (KJ) 

•125 Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

•Sj88 Beirut (RJ) 

18^5 .... Abu Dhabi, Al *Ain (Rj) 
11:88 ...... Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

■; Romc(Rj) 

1135 Amsterdam, New York (Rj) 
11:38 ... Amsterdam. Chicago ( RJ) 

1*1® Paris (RJ) 

Cairo (Rj) 

Admn RJ) 

, London 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha RJ) 

5! 5 ?2 u ■■ Dhabi - Dubai M 

21:38 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (Rj) 
23s * Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

J™* Beirut (ME)* 


Pakistan 
shuts down 
university 
linked to 
Rabbani 


PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) 

— Pakistan has dosed down 
an Afahan Islamic university 
alleged to have links with 
terrorists, a government offi- 
cial said. 

The Da’wa-Tul-Jehad 

university in the northwest- 
ern town of Peshawar was 
run by Ittehdad-e-IsLami par- 
ty of Abdul Rab Rasul 
Sayyaf. a closed ally of 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani. 

“It was asked to pack up 
and move to (the Afghan 
capital) Kabul, “a senior offi- 
cial in the Pakistani commis- 
sionerate for Afghan re- 
fugees said. 

But the official denied the 
closure was linked to the * 
current soured ties between J , 
the two countries after last 
month's sacking and burning 
of the Pakistani embassy in 
Kabul. 

- “It is an ongoing process: 
“The official said, adding 
there was no justification for 
the university to continue in 
Pakistan in view of the inter- 
national aid stoppage for 
Afghan refugees and the clo- 
sure of the offices of Afghan 
guerrilla groups in Pakistan. 
“They should go to Kabul.” 

A student union at the 
Da'wa university said in a 
memorandum addressed to 
the United Nations that the 
closure was a violation of 
international humanitarian 
law and principles and asked 
it to urge Pakistan to review 
its decision. 

Senior government offi- 
cials said the process to close 
down tiie university had be- 
gun four months ago when its 
administration was given 
notices to pack up and shift to 
the Afghan capital. 

The university was closed 
for three months of summer 
vacations in June but was not 
reopened. 

Founded by Mr. Sayyaf in 
1985, the all-male university 
had eight faculties and about r 
2,300 student^, mostly 
Afghan but including about 
200 Pakistanis in its medical 
and engineering faculties. 

Recently, the university 
was taken over by Afghanis- 
tan’s Ministry of Higher 
Education. 

Militants 
kill trader 
in Egypt 

ASSIUT (R) — Suspected 
Muslim militants shot dead a 
trader in southern Egypt 
when they opened fire at his 
car from a speeding motorcy- 
cle. security sources said on 
Wednesday. 

They said Shaban Abdul 
Qasoud died instantly when 
the gunmen shot at him on 
Tuesday, night as he was 
heading north for the town of 
•Fashn, about 140 kilometres 
south of Cairo. The driver of 
the car was also wounded in 
the shooting. 

Tfae gunmen, thought to 
belong to the militant Gama 
Al Isiamiya. escaped - 
The Gama has fought a 
three year campaign of vio- 
lence to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of President Hosni 
Mubarak, but most of its 
attacks are now confined to 
rural areas of southern 
Effljrt. 

The head of security in the i 
southern province of Minya, 
which has been the focus of 
most of the recent violence, 
said on Wednesday more 
than 50 suspected militants 
had been rounded up in a 
security sweep on Tuesday. 
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Potato 30V 200 

SP*** 300/200 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath AJ Hassan Wednesday chairs a board meeting 
of the Crown Prince Award at the Higher Council of Science and Technology (photo 
by Boghos) 

Princess Sarvath chairs 
Crown Prince Award board meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath AJ Hassan Wednes- 
day chaired a meeting of 
the board members of the 
Crown Prince Award at the 
Higher Council of Science 
and Technology (HCST). 

At the meeting, which 
was amended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad. His Majesty 


King Hussein's cultural sec- 
retary. board member 
Mohammad Hamdan said 
that the annual award, cre- 
ated by the HCST, will be 
dedicated to distinguished 
work in the field of science. 

He said that the financial 
award, which could be won 
by individuals or institu- 
tions, serves as an incentive 
for creative work allocated 


through the annual budget 
of the HCST. 

The board groups a num- 
ber of prominent education- 
ists and specialists in 
human resources develop- 
ment who have studied the 
regulations governing the 
granting of the award. Mr. 
Hamdan said the board is 
expected to publish the reg- 
ulations at a later date. 
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A health care worker at the Cerebral Palsy Foundation assists a child through special 
exercises (file photo) 

Cerebral Palsy sponsored march takes off today 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation (CPF) 
starts its annual week-long 
activities today (Thursday), 
with a sponsored march to 
be patronised by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, 
according to CPF President 
Fakhri Biibeisi. 

The week-long activities 
come as part of National 
Cerebral Palsy Day wbicb 
falls on the same day. 

Mr. Biibeisi told the Jor- 
dan - Times Tuesday that 
activities will include tele- 
vised educational pro- 
grammes on children with 
cerebral palsy, a spastic 
paralysis from brain dam- 
age before or at birth.. 

Students horn around the 
country will collect dona- 
tions- horn individuals and 
organisations in their com- 
munities. 

And lectures will be held 
to discuss the condition of 
cerebral palsy in Jordan. 


According to Mr. Bii- 
beisi, activities will be con- 
ducted in six governorates, 
and the week's activities 
will culminate with a five- 
kilometre march starting 
from the foundation's 
premises on Mecca Street 
and ending at A1 AJili Gub, 
nearby the Eighth Circle. 

Mr. Biibeisi said that the 
CPF treat 800 to 1,000 new 
cerebral palsy cases every 
year. 

Since its inception in 
1977, the CPF has offered 
treatment to thousands of 
children. The treatment is 
free of charge, he noted, 
and the annual marches are 
aimed at raising contribu- 
tions for this humanitarian 
cause. 

According to Mr. Bii- 
beisi, the CPF also con- 
tributes to spreading public 
awareness about cerebral 
palsy especially in schools 
and at health centres. 

The CPF trains mothers 
of children with cerebral 
palsy on ways to help 


relieve children from the 
discomforts of their disabil- 
ities and to train children in 
ways to help themselves, 
said Mr. Biibeisi. 

In 1983 the CPF started a 
workshop to manufacture 
wheelchairs, exercise pil- 
lows, braces and trays and 
other equipment which 
facilitates the daily needs 
and activities of these chil- 
dren. Mr. Biibeisi said. 

Foundation specialists 
offer physiotherapy ses- 
sions, and children requir- 
ing further medical atten- 
tion are referred to hospi- 
tals, said Mr. Biibeisi. 

Mr. Biibeisi said that the 
CPF aims to reduce the 
incidence of cerebral palsy 
from five down to one per 
1,000 births. 

He said CPF centres in 
Amman, Ibrid, Aqaba and 
Salt are funded by dona- 
tions from benefactors and 
through contributions from 
the public. 


FILMS 

*“H1 Discreto Encanto de la Borguesia” at 
Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 
5.00pm. 

* "El Greco" (with commentary in Arabic 
by Dr. Khalid Khreis) at Darat A1 Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, at 5 30pm. 

* TThe Curse of Frankenstein" at the 
American Centre at 5.00pm. 

CONCERT 

"Folklore music by Anwar Abdul Wahab 
at thv Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art, ( hardens Street, Aqqad Complex at 
730 pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

*Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith AI Turk at the Italian Language 
Centre Gallery, Shmeisani. 

"Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" 
at Institute Cervantes. Jabal Amman 
•Abstract art by the Syrian artist Moham- 
mad Daghestani at the Phoenix Gallery. 

“ jordanian-Syrian-Turkish products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, AI Bassam Hall. 

• Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama at the French Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

• "Plant life of the Petra Region" (joint 
slide-lecture) by Ms. Ingrid Kunneof the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre at 6:00 p.m. 
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Princess Basma praises 
scouts movement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Wednesday chaired 
a meeting for the general 
assembly of the Jordanian 
Scouts ami Girl Guides 
Association and paid trib- 
ute to the members of the 
Jordanian scouting move- 
ment and its leaders for 
their dedication, time and 
efforts to serve Jordanian 
society. 

The Princess and associa- 
tion officials reviewed the 
finan c ial and administra- 
tive reports of the associa- 
tion during the meeting and 
took part in a dialogue that 
focused on programmes 
and activities which were 
held in the past year as well 
as future plans of the asso- 
ciation. 

Speakers at the meeting 
underlined the need for a 
national Jor danian strategy 
on scouting and the need 
for starting work on build- 
ing the permanent bead- 
quarters for the association. 

Princess Basma distrib- 
uted awards to several 
scouts and girl guides who 
contributed towards the 
charity campaign held 
annually during the holy 
month of Ramadan, under 
the auspices of the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF). 

Neatly 10,000 scout mem- 
bers take part in the annual 
charity campaign to collect 
donations for foe needy. 

Present at the meeting 
was Minister of Youth 
Awad KhleifaL 

Princess receives 
Mrs. Karadayi 

Also Wednesday Princess 
Basma received Mrs. Seren 
Karadayi, wife of Is mail 
Karadayi, Chairman of foe 


Joint Chiefs of Staff of the 
Turkish Armed Forces, at 
foe headquarters of Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF), a QAF 
statement said. 

Mrs. Karadayi and her 
accompanying delegation 
were briefed on the sustain- 
able development projects 
carried out by QAF through 
its network of over 45 com- 
munity development cen- 
tres throughout foe King- 
dom, foe statement said. 

Mrs. Karadayi was also 
briefed on the Jordanian 
participation in the Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women which took place in 
Beijing, last month, and foe 
follow-up efforts resulting 
from it 

The Jordanian non-gov- 
ernmental and governmen- 
tal delegations, led by 
Princess Basma, played a 
pivotal role in regional 
cooperation before and 
after foe conference. 

Discussions also centred 
on foe role and status of 
Jordanian women and foe 
role of the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women who formulated the 
Jordanian National Strate- 
gy for Women, foe first of 
its kind in the region, 
according to the statement 

Process Basma 

expressed foe friendship 
and cooperation between 
Turkey and Jordan and 
specifically in foe area of 
technical cooperation in 
various fields. She stated 
that in its initial stages, the 
QAF pottery projects had 
received assistance form 
Turkish women specialised 
in the field who helped 
QAF revive and develop 
this ancient craft, foe state- 
ment said. 


$35m contract awarded for 


;r station 


loans to finance foe expan- 
sion project. 

The facility already has 
two similar 130 megawatt 
thermal generating units 
which went into operation 
in 1987. 

The expansion project 
was shelved in 1990 when 
Jordan found commercial 
gas deposits at Risheb on 
the border with Iraq and 
used it to generate electric- 
ity- 

But with the increase in 
demand on electric power 
the project was revived to 
meet projected require- 
ments, according to JEA 
officials. 

The second phase is 
expected to become opera- 
tional in the third quarter of 
1997, according to JEA offi- 
cials Wednesday. 

The agreement was 
signed in Amman by JEA 
Director General Moham- 
mad Saeed Arafeh and for 
the CCC by its manager. 


ton: 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A $35 
million contract to build foe 
civil works for foe second 
phase of the Aqaba Ther- 
mal Power Station was 
Wednesday awarded to the 
Consolidated Contracting 
Company (CCC) by The 
Jordan Electricity Authori- 
ty (JEA). 

Under the provisions of 
the contract the CCC will 
supply and install fuel 
tanks and construct all foe 
necessary civil works for 
the project according to a 
JEA statement 

The statement said the 
entire project will cosf $185 
milli on and entails the 
installation of two thermal 
power generating units 
each with a 130 megawatt 
capacity to boost electric 
power production for the 
southern regions of the 
Kingdom. 

Last June foe JEA 
announced it had secured 
$160 million in foreign 


‘96 budget nears JD 1.7b, 
says finance committee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
fiscal budget for 1996 will 
amount to nearly JD 1,700 
million, with capital expen- 
ditures amounting to nearly 
JD 460 million, according 
to Hasbem Dabbas, chair- 
man of the Lower House of 
Parliament’s Finance Com- 
mittee. 

But the fiscal budget will 
show a deficit of around JD 
200 million, he added. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Minister of Finance 
Basel Jardaneh, Dr. Dabbas 
said that his committee will 
spearhead efforts aimed at 
stemming public expendi- 
ture in the coming year. 

The fiscal budget is 
expected to be presented to 
parliament before the end 
of foe year to be debated 
and approved before it is 
endorsed by the Senate and 
a Royal Decree. 

Referring to the package 
of economic laws endorsed 
by parliament in foe extra- 


ordinary session, which 
ended Sept. 18, Dr. Dabbas 
said that these laws will be 
instrumental in attracting 
foreign capital for invest- 
ment in Jordan as they pro- 
vide many incentives. 

The law on sales tax will 
secure a total of JD 34 mil- 
lion annually for foe state's 
treasury and this amount 
will make up for foe 
decrease as a result of 
reductions in the new law 
on income tax. Dr. Dabbas 
said. 

The new law in income 
tax provides for a reduction 
of taxes on individuals and 
firms for investment pro- 
motion purposes. 

Parliament last month 
approved legislation to 
increase sales tax to ten per 
cent from 7 per cent on all 
imported and locally manu- 
factured goods as well as 
services. 

Also last month, parlia- 
ment approved a key liberal 



Has hem Dabbas 

investment law lifting 
restrictions on foreign own- 
ership. The lifting of 
restrictions is also aimed at 
enabling the country to 
attract foreign capital. 
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Acting- Prime Minister and Minister of EducationAbdul Raouf Rawabdeh Wednes- 
day, meets with a visiting delegation representing the foreign press club of Cairo 
(Petra photo) 

Rawabdeh reviews regional issues 
with visiting journalists 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
seeks inter-Arab reconcilia- 
tion and is against interven- 
tion in Arab state affairs, 
Acting Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 
said Wednesday. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with a visiting delegation 
representing foe foreign 
press club of Cairo, Mr. 
Rawabdeh stressed that Jor- 
dan has always been 
against attacks between 
Arab states and favours rec- 
onciliation through dia- 
logue amongst countries of 
the region. 

Meetings among Arab 
parties will be in fhvour of 
all Arab states and not for 
foe benefit of one at rhe 
expense of others, he said. 

In reference to foe situa- 
tion in Iraq, Mr. Rawabdeh 
said that Jordan was deeply 
concerned over the suffer- 
ings of the Iraqi people who 
face starvation and ill 


health due to sanctions. 

But he stressed that Jor- 
dan will not interfere in foe 
affairs of other Arab states 
just as it refuses to allow 
others to interfere in its 
own affairs. 

What Jordan wants is to 
see the Iraqi people regain- 
ing their status in foe region 
and living in peace, enjoy- 
’ing basic human dignity, 
freedom, political pluralism 
and democracy, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said Jor- 
dan seeks to establish com- 
prehensive peace on all 
tracks. He said foe Jordan- 
i an -Israeli peace treaty has 
allowed foe Kingdom to 
regain its rights in land and 
water resources. 

“We are currently seeking 
help from the world com- 
munity to reap foe benefits 
of peace through creating 
an opportune climate in foe 
region for investments that 
would ensure stability and 


progress for the people of 
foe region, added Mr. 
Rawabdeh 

In answer to a question 
about the prospects of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation, Mr. Rawabdeh 
said that Jordan supports 
foe rights of the Palestinian 
people in establishing their 
own independent srate on 
their Palestinian homeland 
and in securing Jerusalem 
as their capital. 

When this has been 
achieved, foe acting pre- 
mier said, Jordan will be 
ready for any form of link- 
age that would safeguard 
the interests of the Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian people. 

Once a just and compre- 
hensive peace has been 
achieved the countries of 
foe region can embark on 
an era of cooperation in all 
fields, he said in reference 
to foe prospects of a cre- 
ation of a Middle East com- 
mon market. 


Police await autopsy results in Ghor Safi murder cases 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police are 
waiting for autopsy results 
in what they say are two 
murder cases in the Ghor 
Sufi area. 

A 10-year-old boy and an 
Egyptian national were 
found dead in areas of close 
proximity in this southern 
region of the Jordan Valley 
Monday, official sources 
said. 

“At this time we cannot 
reveal any information 
about either crime until we 
receive autopsy results,” a 
police official told the Jor- 
dan Times Wednesday. 

“These are two sensitive 
eases since both crimes 
were committed in the 
same area." the official said 
without el :ib« inning or say- 


ing that the crimes may be 
connected. 

The authorities first 
retrieved foe body of Jamal 
Abu Zeinab, the Egyptian, 
from under a pile of vegeta- 
tion in AI Sama’ area Mon- 
day. 

His body was drugged 
more than 100 metres to the 
site where it was found, 
sources said. 

Preliminary investiga- 
tions indicated that the vic- 
tim received one blow to 
(he head with an iron bar 
“which possibly caused his 
death." 

An hour later, police 
retrieved the body of 10- 
year-old f lassnn Moluun- 
mad. who had been report- 
ed missing since Sept. 2‘). 

The boy's body was 
found buried near a descri- 
ed house and close lo where 


Mr. Abu Zeinab’s body was 
found. 

A preliminary examina- 
tion of Hasson's body indi- 
cated that he might have 
been strangled to death and 
that there were signs that 
the child might have been 
sodomised. confirmed 
sources said. 

Police officials would not 
say if they had apprehended 
any suspects in connection 
with the murders, saying 
(hat they were still investi- 
gating the incident. 

Baby dies after 
drinking milk 

Meanwhile, police labo- 
ratories Wednesday were 
testing samples of milk 
which may have been cont- 
aminated and caused the 
death of an in fain on Tues- 


day in a Amman kinder- 
garten, according to Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
repons. 

According to the report, a 
child care worker at the 
day care centre prepared a 
bottle of milk for six- 
monfo-old Yahya Imad. 

After the baby drank the 
mile, the worker put him to 
sleep, the repon said. 

According to the PSD, the 
baby died in his sleep. 

The report said that the 
substance with which the 
milk wits prepared was 
brought by the child’s 
mother. 

Police said they were 
investigating the incident. 

IO-ycar-«ild drowns in 
canal 

I -artier, oil Tncsikiv. in 


Jerash. a 10-year-old child 
was killed in a swimming 
incident and her younger 
sister was listed in fair con- 
dition. according to police 
repons. 

■ The repon said that 
Amneh Abdullah drowned 
while swimming in a water 
canal close to her home. 

Her three-year-old sister 
Ruqayah. was swimming 
with her hut was rescued by 
bystanders. 

According to the police, 
drowning incidents 

increased in the past two 
months. 

Amneh became the sixth 
victim to die in a swimming 
accident since the start of 
September. 
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Top Kashmir Muslim militant killed 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Anti-Indian protests 

erupted in a town in north- 
ern Kashmir Wednesday 
following the killing of a 
top Kas hmiri Muslim mili- 
tant by Indian troops, police 
said. 

Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, 2 S, 
a district commander of the 
pro-independence group the 
Jammu and Kashmir 

Liberation Front (JKLF), 
was killed in a gnnbattle 
Wednesday in the town of 
Trehgam, police said. 

A spokesman said tie 
JKLF guerrilla “was killed 
in a shootout during a 
search operation” but resi- 
dents alleged he died while 
in the custody of the securi- 
ty forces. 


Police said hundreds of 
residents took to the streets 
of Trehgam, in Kupwara 
district near the border with 
Pakistan, Mowing the 

killing rhanring “we want 
freedom” and anti-Indian 
slogans. 

Senior JKLF leaders, 
including acting Chairman 
Yasin Malik, rushed to the 
town following the death of 
Mr. Manzoor Bhat, the 
younger brother of one of 
the founders of the pro- 
independence group, 
Maqbool Bhat. 

Hie Kashmir Valley was 
crippled meanwhile by a 
general strike called by 
Muslim separatist groups to 
denounce the alleged 
killings of suspected mili- 


tants while in the custody of 
Indian troops, police and 
witnesses said. 

Shops, government 
offices, banks mid schools 
were closed in this Kashmir 
summer capital and private 
and public transport went 
off the roads. 

The general strike was 
reportedly widely observed 
in other towns in the 
Muslim-majority Kashmir 
Valley, where a Muslim sep- 
aratist campaign has left 
more than 12,000 people 
dead since 1989. 

The indian authorities 
stepped -up security across 
the strife-tom valley to pre- 
vent anti-Indian protests 
during the strike. 

The strike was called by 


the Ikhwan-Ul-Muslimeen, 
or Muslim Brotherhood, to 
protest the alleged death of 
the chief commander of the 
group, Altaf Qureshi, while 
in the custody of Indian 
paramilitary troops two 
years ago. 

Indian officials claimed 
Qureshi died in a shootout 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training Muslim 
militants battling to end 
Indian rule over Kashmir, 
the only state in predomi- 
nantly Hin du India with a 
Muslim majority. 

Pakistan (femes the 
charges but provides diplo- 
matic support to wbat it 
describes as a legitimate 
struggle for self-determina- 
tion. 


S. Korea arrests 2 students 
after illegal visit to north 


SEOUL (AP) — Two South 
Korean students returned 
Tuesday from an illegal 51- 
day visit to North Korea 
and were immediately 
arrested, government offi- 
cials said 

The arrests of Chong 
Min-Ju, 22, and Lee Hye- 
Jong, 20, were expected to 
further heighten inter-Korea 
tensions, already high 
because of political and 
military tensions. 

The . two women were 
arrested immediately after 
they walked across the bor- 
der at Panmunjom. a truce 
village and North-South 
contact point sitting astride 
the tense Korean border, 
officials said 

The two, carrying a flag 
with a blue Korean peninsu- 
la painted on it symbolising 
Korean unification, were 
seen off by 600 North 
Korean students and offi- 
cials. said officials at the 
Agency for National 
Security Planning, the main 
government spy agency. 

Almost simultaneously, 
along Highway 1 leading to 
Panmunjom, police hauled 
away about 40 students try- 


ing to march to the border 
to welcome the two, the 
national news agency 
Yonfaap said 

Later Tuesday, about 30 
students were arrested in 
front of foe intelligence 
agency’s headquarters in 
southern Seoul during a 
rally protesting the arrests 
of Chong and Lee. 

Officials have said the 
two students will be pun- 
ished for violating a nation- 
al security law which pro- 
hibits trips to North Korea, 
an enemy country, without 
prior government approval. 

Several prominent South 
Korean dissidents and stu- 
dent leaders have been 
arrested and punished with 
long prison terms for mak- 
ing unauthorised trips to the 
North. 

In Seoul, about 800 stu- 
dents rallied to protest 
Tuesday’s arrests. They 
demanded the national 
security law be abolished 
saying the government 
abuses it to suppress move- 
ments calling for unifica- 
tion of the two Koreas. 

Chong and Lee traveled to 
North Korea via Berlin and 


Beijing on Aug. 14 to take 
part in a unification rally as 
representatives of 

Hanchongryon, a nation- 
wide student organisation. 

The two Koreas remain 
latter enemies since their 
division at the end of World 
War II in 1945. They have 
never signed a peace treaty 
ending the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

In North Korea, Chong 
and Lee attended rallies 
urging Korean unification, 
met Communist leaders and 
laid flowers before the stat- 
ue of late North Korean 
President Kim n Sung. 

The Co mmuni st North 
does not recognise the 
South, calling it a "U.S. 
puppet." While shunning 
official dialogue with 
Seoul, North Korea has 
been inviting South Korean 
dissidents to discuss unifi- 
catioa 

The koreas have also held 
talks on increasing the 
150,000 ' tons of rice aid 
South Korea has already 
promised the North. Most 
of it has been delivered. 


Clinton, Powell rise in U.S. polls 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton’s 
standing in national surveys 
is improving as the debate 
between Republicans and 
Democrats over social pro- 
grammes intensifies. 

Retired Gen. Colin Powell 
remains a strong wild card 
as a potential addition to the 
1996 presidential race. 

Two new polls show Mr. 
Clinton has widened his 
lead over the Republican 
presidential front-runner, 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole while the president 
and Gen. Powell run closely 
together ahead of Sen. Dole 
in a hypothetical three-way 
matchup with Gen. Powell 
as an independent. 

A Harris poll conducted 
on Sept. 28 to Oct. 1 among 
1,005 adults found that 
when asked whom they 
would back if the election 


were today, 42 per cent said 
Mr Clinton and 30 per cent 
said Sen. Dole in a two-way 
race. 

A month ago, Mr. Clinton 
led Sen. Dole by only 39 to 
37 per cent 

With Gen. Powell includ- 
ed as an independent, the 
results were Mr Clinton 
and Gen. Powell, 30 per 
cent each, leading Sen. Dole 
at 20 per cent 

Gen. Powell, engaged in 
high-publicity book tour, 
picked up 5 per cent in the 
last month, while Mr. 
Clinton and Sen. Dole stood 
at 29 per cent and 26 per 
cent, respectively, in the 
three-way matchup a month 
ago. 

Gen. Powell, who is con- 
sidering a Republican or 
independent bid, pulls 
equally from those who 
voted Republican and 


Democratic in 1992, but 
gets more of his support, 43 
per cent, from those who 
supported billionaire Ross 
Perot’s independent candi- 
dacy that year. 

In a three-way race 
including an unnamed can- 
didate from Mr Perot’s new 
Independence Party, Mr 
Clinton had 36 per cent 
Sen. Dole 25 per cent and 
the Independent 19 per cent 
The margin of error was 
plus or minus at least 3 per- 
centage points. 

A Washington Post-ABC 
News telephone poll of 
1,530 people over the same 
time period also showed 
Mr Clinton gaining 
strength. 

He bested Sen. Dole 52 
per cent to 42 per cent up 
from a July survey that 
showed Mr. Clinton enjoy- 
ing only a slight edge. 


U.N. conference urged to ban lasers 


VIENNA (R) — Portable 
laser weapons designed to 
strike an enemy with a 
silent invisible beam are 
often depicted as a mainstay 
of the high-tech armouries 
used in scores of futuristic 
movies. 

But these images have 
now reached the clipboards 
of real life military planners 
and pressure groups fight- 
ing for such weapons to be 
banned have brought their 
campaign to a U.N.-spon- 
sored conference on inhu- 
mane weapons currently 
under way in Vienna. 

Lasers which can blind a 
human being already exist 
and are not at present illegal 
under international law. 

“Using blinding laser 
weapons is an unacceptable 
way to wage war,” Ann 
Peters of the Washington- 
based lobby group Human 
Rights Watch told Reuters 
on Wednesday. 

“Their use, production 
and transfer must be out- 
lawed before they open an 
ugly new chapter in war- 
fare,” she added. 

Human rights watch has 
identified 10 different 
blinding laser weapons pro- 


grammes being developed 
by the United States, code- 
named the Laser 
Countermeasure System 
(LCMS). 

The British defence jour- 
nal, Jane’s Defence Weekly, 
reported that China dis- 
played a “laser interference 
device” at defence exhibi- 
tions in the Philippines and 
Abu Dhabi in March. 

Sales literature openly 
stated that one of the major 
applications of the weapon 
was to “injure or dizzy” tar- 
geted individuals. 

Russia, France, Bri tain, 
Germany and Israel also are 
developing laser weapons. 
Jane's said. 

“The military say the pur- 
pose of these weapons is to 
counter batflefield surveil- 
lance and would be used 
only to disrupt optical and 
electro-optical devices, 
such as binoculars, gunners’ 
sights and infrared sensors” 
Ms. Peters said. 

The LCMS. some the size 
of an old box camera, can 
be mounted on an M-16 
rifle and can fire a beam 
powerful .enough to bum 
out the human retina from a 
distance of up to 1,000 


metres, Human Rights 
Watch said in a report. 

“There is no protection for 
someone using binoculars 
and the laser will blind the 
person behind the binocu- 
lars before it destroys the 
optical ” Ms. Peters said. 

Five of the U.S. tactical 
laser weapons have reached 
prototype form. One of 
them known as Dazer is 
considered the most danger- 
ous and has been described 
as “hazardous to the eyes 
and skin” and “at peak 
power. ..voltage is lethal”, 
the Human Rights Watch 
report sard. 

Campaigners argue that 
they have nothing against 
laser devices designed for 
detection and targeting as 
they can often help pinpoint 
military targets and avoid 
civilian centres. 

Although the focus of tire 
U.N. conference is on curb- 
ing the use of land mines. 
Human Rights Watch 
backed by other groups 
such as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
and Save the Children is 
urging delegates to block 
development of all laser 
devices which can blind. 


7th man 
held after 
alleged 
coup bid 
in Sierra 
Leone 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
Security forces in Sierra 
Leone have detained a sev- 
enth army officer in con- 
nection with a reported 
foiled coup against foe mil- 
itary government but an 
eighth is still at large, the 
radio said Wednesday. 

No details were given of 
the capture late Tuesday of 
Lieutenant Ina Sana who 
has joined other suspects 
— a major, two captains 
and three lieutenants — in 
a maximum security prison 
in Freetown. 

They are officially 
-accused of “plotting to 
overthrow” . the military 
government of Captain 
Valentine Strasser in order 
to “stop foe ongoing 
democratisation process”. 

If genuine, foe coup 
attempt would be the sec- 
ond since Capt. Strasser 
himself seized power in a 
1992 military coop, top- 
pling the regime of Joseph 
Momoh, now living in 
exile in Conakry (Guinea). 

An eighth military sus- 
pect was named as 
Lieutenant Kanja Sandy, 
who is still at large, 
according to Major Karefa 
Kargbo, the director of 
defence information. 

The purported coup 
attempt did little to disrupt 
life in Freetown, the 
nation’s capital, with 
shops, markets and schools 
remaining open. There 
have been no reports of 
troop movements in foe 
interior of the country. 

A battalion commander 
stationed in the southern 
town of Bo told AFP “sol- 
diers remain in the front- 
line of war areas”. 

Prison sources said 
Wednesday that investiga- 
tors had already begun tak- 
ing statements from the 
detained men to ascertain 
their degree of involve- 
ment in the allegedly con- 
spiracy. 

Details of the detained 
mm’s plans — and to what 
extent they wore put into 
action — are not yet 
known. 

The government has nev- 
ertheless said that “all con- 
cerned shall soon face a 
military court martial for 
treason.” If found guilty 
they face the death penalty. 

In the view of some ana- 
lysts here, foe supposed 
conspiracy reflects a split 
in the military about the 
return to civilian govern- 
ment announced for 
February 1996. 

Others say it translates 
dissatisfaction over the 
slow pace of foe war 
against rebels of the 
Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF), now almost 
four years old. 

One diplomat here said 
both interpretations were 
possible. Hfc said it 
“remains a remote possi- 
bility” that the detained 
officers were connected 
with the RUF. 



The body of foe killed driver is covered up beside foe shattered 

Macedonian President Kin) Gligorov after a bomb detonated in central Skopje, seri 

ously injuring the president (AFP photo) 

Macedonian president remains 
in intensive care after car bomb 

ly as surgeons from France, 
Yugoslavia. Greece and foe 
United States — including 
foe only U.S. Navy neuro- 
surgeon in Europe — 
descended on Skopje to 
help. 

The attempted assassina- 
tion threatens to destabilise 
one of the traditional tinder- 
boxes of the volatile 
Balkans just as it appeared 
on the brink of a more sta- 
ble future. 


SKOPJE, Macedonia (AP) 
— President Kiro Gligorov, 
who led Macedonia to an 
uncertain independence 
four years ago, lay in inten- 
sive care Wednesday fol- 
lowing hours of neuro- 
surgery to remove shrapnel 
lodged in his head by a 
deadly car bomb. 

Mr. Gligorov, 78, lost his 
right eye in the blast 
Tuesday, said Sasa 
Ordanoski, director of 


Macedonian TV. Three 
pieces of shrapnel were 
removed from foe presi- 
dent’s bead in hours of 
surgery Tuesday, said a hos- 
pital source. 

Officials who damped 
tight security on foe hospi- 
tal maintaine d a line of cau- 
tious optimism. But doctors 
noted that any bead injury 
to a man of Mr. Gligorov’s 
age would be serious. 
Another operation was like- 


Japan cult guru confesses all 


Tokyo (AP) — The dooms- 
day cult gum charged with 
murder in foe nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo’s subways 
has confessed to foe crime 
and other murders, Japan’s 
public television network 
NHK said Wednesday. 

"In each case I gave the 
order and group leaders car- 
ried it out,” NHK quoted 
Shoko Asahara as telling 
investigators. 

A police Spokesman said 
no announcement has been 
made and refused further 
comment. A spokesman for 
the Aum Shinri Kyo cult 
had no comment. 

Previously, Asahara had 
denied involvement in the 
March 20 subway attack, 
reportedly asking his inter- 
rogators how a blind man 
such as himself could be 
involved in such a crime. 

Asahara, 40, goes on trial 
Ocl 26, and legal special- 
ists have said the court 
process could take a decade 
or more if Asahara insists 
on his innocence. 

Japanese prosecutors, 
who fend to rely heavily on 
confessions in building 
criminal cases, had report- 
edly been frustrated by 
Asahara’s refusal to answer 
questions. 

Asahara has been charged 


with murder in foe subway 
attack, which killed 12 peo- 
ple and sickened more than 
5,500 others, and a nerve 
gas attack in central Japan 
last year that killed seven 
people. 

He is also accused of 
directing the 1989 murder 
of an and- Aum lawyer and 
his family, as well as the 
murder this February of a 
man who was helping his- 
youngcr sister quit foe cult. 

The NHK report did not 
give further details of 
Asahara’s reported confes- 
sion. 

Asahara has predicted an 
apocalypse that only mem- 
bers of Aum Shinri Kyo 
will survive. 

While most of the cult’s 
leaders are in jail, seven 
fugitive members are being 
sought on suspicion of 
involvement in foe subway 
attack and other crimes. 

Cult spokesman Fumihiro 
Joyu prior to the NHK 
report that Asahara had 
Wednesday asked foe fugi- 
tives to turn themselves in 
to police "considering the 
situation.” 

Authorities have been 
considering applying a sel- 
dom-used Taw against gov- 
ernment subversion in order 
to suppress foe cult 


Reports Wednesday said 
police were also evaluating 
sodium cyanide found at the 
abandoned mountain camp- 
site of one of the fugitives. 
Satoru Hirata, to determine 
if it matches sodium 
cyanide used in an attempt- 
ed gas attack May 6 in one 
of Tokyo’s busiest train sta- 
tions. 

A burning bag of foe 
chemical was doused before 
its femes could combine 
with an adjacent bag of 
chemicals and release 
enough cyanide gas to kill 
thousands. 

Some fear that the fugi- 
tives may attempt similar 
attacks when Asahara’s trial 
begins. 

NHK quoted Asahara’s 
lawyer as saying that foe 
guru may have decided to 
start talking as a way of pre- 
venting foe government 
from disbanding foe cult 
and seizing its assets. 

A cult statement 
Wednesday, apparently 
responding to reports foe 
cult is trying to transfer 
assets to a related company, 
said foe cyilt simply is ask- 
ing government authorities 
to manage some of its 
buildings because of wor- 
ries of local residents. 


Former general gunned down in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
A former army general from 
Haiti’s disbanded military 
was shot and killed by 
unidentified gunmen as he 
scrambled to escape from 
his vehicle when it was 
sprayed with ballets, wit- 
nesses said Tuesday. 

According to bystanders, 
gunmen trailed General 
Henri Max Mayard as he 
drove down a busy thor- 
oughfare in foe capital. 
Gen. Mayard, 46, was 
gunned down as he tried to 
flee from his vehicle, wit- 
nesses said. 

Witnesses also said a 
female passenger in his car 
was wounded in foe attack 
and was taken to a nearby 
hospital for treatment, but 
police discounted the 
report, saying it was more 


likely a bystander bad been 
shot 

Authorities said 20 bullet 
casings were found on foe 
ground at the scene. 

President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide condemned the 
killing and called on the 
authorities to rapidly inves- 
tigate foe case. 

“Despite foe horrible 
nature of the crime commit- 
ted today,” said Mr. 
Aristide, “we affirm that foe 
process of establishing 
peace and stability in our 
nation is irreversible and 
will not be derailed.” 

At least 20 army support- 
ers and opponents of the 
president have been killed 
in professional-style hits 
since Mr. Aristide was 
restored to office by a 
multinational intervention a 


year ago. 

As one of his first reforms 
in office, Mr. Aristide dis- 
solved foe country’s mili- 
tary, which overthrew him 
in a bloody coup. 

The joint United 
Nations/Organisation of 
American States human 
rights mission in Haiti has 
said no evidence has 
emerged linking .these 
crimes, and Haitian authori- 
ties say they are investigat- 
ing motives ranging from 
reveoge to drugs. 

Last month the U.S. 
Senate passed a bill that 
would link U.S. aid to Haiti 
— estimated at 590 million 
for 1996 — with a thorough 
investigation into several 
killings in which politics is 
believed to be foe motive. 


Floods submerge another town in 
Bangladesh; death toll rises to 141 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
— The Brahmaputra River- 
burst its banks at many 
places and flooded large 
parts of a northwestern 
town Wednesday, bringing 
m its wake more deaths and 
disease, officials said. 

Dozens of people have 
(tied in foe floods that swept 
across 15 districts in 
Bangladesh following 
heavy monsoon rains. 
Millions of people are 


marooned and confined to 
their houses or are taking 
shelter on trees and river 
embankments, according to 
officials and media reports. 

Newspapers reported that 
12 people died Tuesday in 
two northern districts, tak- 
ing the toll to 141. 

On Wednesday, the 
swirling waters inundated 
most of Naogaon town, 190 
kilometres northwest of the 
capital, an official said. 


Schools, colleges and 
offices in foe town were 
closed Wednesday to house 
thousands of homeless peo- 
ple, said Abdur Rahim, a 
district official at Naogaon, 
Mr. Abdul Rahim said 
there was no diarrheal dis- 
ease in foe camps but said 
shortage of pure drinking 
water in the flood-hit areas 
could cause an outbreak. 


Ruby packing her 
trunk for 

Oklahoma; plan is 
to get pregnant 

PHOENIX (AP) — Ruby 
foe pachyderm is pulling 
her painting career on hold 
while she tries io get preg- 
nant The 22-year-old 
Asian elephant, whose 
paintings have raised about 
$450,000 for the Phoenix 
Zoo. is headed to 
Oklahoma for an 18-month 
courtship with Sneezv, a 
23-year-old Asian elephant 
at the Tulsa Zoo. From 
doodling in the sand with 
her trunk, she developed a 
knack for applying paint to 
canvas with a brush held in 
her trunk. Sneezy will be 
her firsi mare, and Ruby’s 
keepers in Phoenix hope 
she will return pregnant. 
An international team of 
biologists working lo save 
Ruby’s endangered species 
from extinction picked her 
as one of foe best-suited 
Asian elephants in North 
America to reproduce. 
North American zoos have 
about 150 Asian elephants. 
About 40,000 of foe ani- 
mals survive in Asia, but 
some experts predict foe 
elephants may be extinct in 
foe wild within 20 years, 
largely from loss of habitat 
as forests are converted to 
cropland. Bom in 
Thailand, Ruby has lived 
in Phoenix since she was 7 
months old. 

Woman accused 
of killing and 
eating husband 

MOSCOW i AP) — Police 
arrested a 76-year-old 
Russian woman on suspi- 
cion of killing her hus- 
band, then eating and can- 
ning his remains, officials 
said. Neighbours found foe 
corpse of Nikolai Dalonov, 
83, on foe" stairs near foe 
couple’s apartment in 
Kaliningrad, a city just 
outside Moscow. "The 
shocked neighbours nearly 
• died when they saw that 
foe body was a half-skele- 
ton,” ‘ said Alexander 
Alexeyev, spokesman for 
Moscow regional police. A 
search in the Dalonov’s 
refrigerator revealed cans 
of human remains, Mr. 
Alexeyev said. Yelena 
Dalonova was taken to a 
psychiatric clinic for 
examination. A criminal 
investigation is underway. 

“Coffeeshops” 
may be on the way 
out in Iran 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranians 
who want a cup of java 
may soon have to meet 
somewhere other than in a 
coffees hop. Iran’s parlia- 
ment gave preliminary 
approval Tuesday to a bill 
that may end up b annin g 
English words such as cof- 
feeshop, fax and mobile 
telephone in private or 
official business. “The rich 
Islamic culture requires 
that we resist all manifesta- 
tions of Western culture,” 
Fatemeh Homayoun 
Moqaddam, one of nine 
female deputies in foe 270- 
seat parliament, said in 
support of foe bill during a 
debate broadcast on Tehran 
Radio. “The ban is essen- 
tial for foe independence 
and identity of the coun- 
try,” another deputy said. 

Pavarotti’s wife 
denies divorce 
imminent 

MODENA, Italy (R> — 
The wife of opera superstar 
Luciano Pavarotti denied 
the couple was divorcing 
and rejected as “absurd” 
media reports she was 
seeking 80 per cent of his 
wealth. “For those who 
know foe truth, it gives a 
sense of deep bitterness to 
see written and to hear, 
also on national television, 
totally false news,” Adua 
Verooi Pavarotti said in a 
statement released by her 
attorney. The heavyweight 
singer last week denied 
Italian media repons he 
was close to a divorce 
because of a romantic 
involvement with his 29- 
year-old secretary, 

Nicoletta Mantovani. He 
said the stories were false 
and denied a “family cri- 
sis”. 
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World News 



American Larry Green (right) holds a guilty sign as compatriot Mable Coleman (left) wears a 'free O. J. now* T- 
shirt outside the Los Angeles Criminal Courts Building prior to the announcement of the not guilty verdict in the 
O. J. Simpson trial (AFP photo) 

Simpson verdict greeted with disbelief 



A photograph taken from television shows O. J. Simpson smiling upon learning that 
he wasacquftted of the murders during' the reading of the verdict in the' Los Angeles 
county courthouse (AFPphoto> • •- • - ; 


HONG KONG (R) — From 
the United States to China 
aod Britain to New Zealand, 
the world gasped with dis- 
belief at O. J. Simpson’s 
acquittal on double murder 
charges in “the trial of the 
century”. 

People virtually every- 
where waited with tense 
anticipation for the verdict 
in the true-life soap opera 
that began on June 12, 1994 
with the murder of the for- 
mer American football 
star’s ex-wife Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend, 
Ron Goldman. 

Only in a very few places, 
notably France, were the 
trial and the verdict treated 
with indifference. No TV or 
radio station interrupted 
regular programming to 
carry the verdict live 
instead the all-news LCI 
television channel and the 
all-news Radio France-Info 
carried full reports on the 
verdict well into tbeir regu- . 
lar newscasts. 

News of the acquittal jolt- 
ed America, prompting both 
relieved cheers and 
incredulity. It surprised both 
those who believed 
Simpson innocent and those 
convinced he was guilty — 
opinions that often divided 
along racial lines. 

In Britain, during the 15- 
minute courtroom verdict 
sequence, power consump- 
tion went down sharply as 
domestic chores were post- 
poned. 

Britain's best-selling 
tabloid newspapers were 
sceptical about the acquit- 
tal. “What a farce — circus 
sets OJ. free to make mil- 
lions” said Today newspa- 
per’s headline. The Daily 
Star declared; “O what a 
sick joke. Money talks — 
O J. walks". 

The Sun, devoting its first 
three pages to the case, 
called the verdict “the 
biggest surprise in legal his- 
tory”. 

Vienna’s daily Die Presse, 
Austria’s most reputable 


broadsheet, pushed its dead- 
line back by more than an 
hour to include the verdict 
in Wednesday morning edi- 
tions. ‘Triumph for O. J. 
Simpson — he’s free” it 
blared on the from page. 

“It’s a story that the whole 
world has followed," the 
paper’s evening copy editor 
Alexander Fieber said. Tt 
doesn’t involve Austria in 
any way and a year ago 
hardly anyone knew who 
O.J. Simpson was. Now 
everyone knows...” 

New Zealand morning 
radio and television led on 
Simpson, virtually a com- 
plete unknown in New 
Zealand before his trial, 
althougb the verdict came 
too late for morning papers. 

Former prime minister and 
opposition member of par- 
liament, David Lange, a 
lawyer, said the case 
appeared to conform with 
an old British jury saying 
that it was better to let a 
guilty man go free than con- 
vict an innocent man. 

Most Australians were 
asleep when the verdict 


came, leaving them to wake 
up to radio bulletins domi- 
nated by reports of the 
acquittal and then a deluge 
of talk-back calls from 
mostly astounded people. 

Callers said they could not 
believe the verdict and 
blamed his well-paid 
defence team for using the 
race card to obscure the evi- 
dence. One caller to 
Australia’s most popular 
talkback show was so angry 
she began crying during the 
phone-call. 

While Hong Kong’s three 
English-language papers 
gave the O. J. Simpson ver- 
dict front-page treatment 
with extensive coverage 
inside as well, the Chinese 
press neither gave it tbeir 
front pages nor their sympa- 
thy. 

If anything, several major 
Hong Kong Chinese papers 
ridiculed the entire affair — 
Simpson, the nine-month 
long televised trial, the 
numerous witnesses and the 
surprisingly brief jury 
deliberations. 

In China, Shanghai's 


Liberation Daily described 
the trial as a long-running 
television soap opera and 
said the verdict left many 
questions about the murder 
unanswered. 

The newspaper made the 
trial verdict its main foreign 
story, written by a corre- 
spondent in New York, with 
pictures of a delighted 
Simpson and weeping relar 
fives of one of the victims. 

In other Asian countries 
such as Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan there was limit- 
ed reaction, partly because 
the news came too late for 
many m orning newspapers 
but also because there was 
little interest 

In Japan he was not par- 
ticularly well known com-' 
pared with other American 
stars, Japanese newspaper 
editors said. 

“Oh, he’s been aquitted?” 
asked one Seoul secretary 
in surprise. “I don't think 
people here really cared 
about (he case, except at 
first, when we learned that 
he had been marri ed to a 
white woman. That was 
shocking to us.” 


Hurricane races toward U.S. gulf coast 


BATON ROUGE, La. (R) 
— Hurricane Opal grew 
stronger and faster in the 
Gulf of Mexico Wednesday 
as it swirled toward scores 
of offshore oil and gas plat- 
forms and the coast stretch- 
ing from Louisiana to 
Florida. 

The storm’s heavy rains 
were blamed for at least 
seven drownings in the 
Mexican state of Tabasco, 
according to Mexican gov- 
ernment officials. 

Hurricane Opal’s winds 
strengthened to 115 mph 
(175 kph), making it a dan- 
gerous category 3 hurri- 
cane, and forecasters issued 
a hurricane warning from 
Mobile, Alabama, to 
Anclote Key, Florida. 

At II pjn. edt (0300 GMT 
Wednesday), Opal was cen- 
ttsd about 425 kilometres 
south of the mouth of the 
Mississippi River. It was 
racing to the northeast at 
about 21 mph (34 kph). 
“We’re not going to breathe 
easy until Opal makes land- 
fell and moves inland some- 


where else,” said emer- 
gency operations director 
Nathan McCrim-mon of St 
Tammany Parish, north of 
New Orleans. 

Thousands of Louisiana 


residents fled coastal areas 
prone to flooding in prepa- 
ration for tire storm. 
Homeowners in Pensacola 
and throughout the Florida 
panhandle — where hurri- 


canes Allison and Erin hit 
earlier this year — also 
pulled out plywood, nails 
and bottled water supplies. 

Evacuation orders were in 
effect for the barrier islands 
in Escambia County in the 
panhandle. As the fringes of 
the storm hit Tuesday, 
heavy rain fell and streets 
were’ flooded. 

After hurricane Erin, many 
panhandle residents were 
without power for four to 
six days and debris still Ut- 
ters the streets from that 
storm. 

Forecasters at the National 
Hurricane Centre said Opal 
was likely to strike land 
sometime early Thursday, 
but said it was still too eariy 
to pinpoint the most likely 
target. 

Louisiana officials said 
they hoped the storm would 
veer east to spare the state. 

T don’t want to wish ill on 
anybody, but I sure hope it 
passes us up and goes some- 
where else,” said St. 
Bernard Parish emergency 
management director Bob 
Broccamomes. 


Hurricane threatens 
shuttle launch 

CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida (AP) — Hurricane Opal 
threatens to spoil NASA’s second launch attempt for 
space shuttle Columbia, already one week late in taking 
off on a laboratory-research mission. 

Shuttle weather officer John Weems said he expects only 
a 30 per cent chance of favourable conditions for the 
1340 GMT Thursday launch because of rain, clouds and 
wind associated with the hurricane. The forecast will 
worsen if the hurricane moves farther east in the Gulf of 
Mexico and more toward Florida, he said. 

The gulf coast from Louisiana to the Florida panhandle 
was under a hurricane watch, with landfall expected 
sometime Wednesday. 

The stormy weather is expected until this weekend, Mr, 
Weems said. 

Engineers have yet to determine why the main fuel valve 
in Columbia's engine No. 1 leaked during fueling last 
Thursday. The valve was replaced by a spare. 

Seven astronauts will spend 16 days conducting more 
than $100 million worth of science experiments involv- 
ing crystals, fluids, fire and potato plants. 
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Sri Lanka rebels report 
heavy shelling in north 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan army heavily 
shelled parts of Jaffna 
peninsula Wednesday, 
apparently in preparation 
for further advances in its 
offensive against Tamil 
Tiger rebels, residents mon- 
itoring rebel radio said 
“Tiger radio said there had 
been very heavy army 
shelling which went on till 
this morning,” said a resi- 
dent. Thousands of people 
have been displaced from 
their homes ” 

The offensive in Jaff n a, 
which began Sunday and is 
code-named “Operation 
Thunder Strike”, has killed 
at least 300 people, include 
about 240 Tuesday, by gov- 
ernment count. 

The rebels have admitted 


the loss of 150 fighters in 
Tuesday's fighting and said 
it bas killed 84 soldiers, the 
residents said 

A military communique 
said it knew of at least 200 
rebel casualties by monitor- 
ing Tiger wireless commu- 
nications. It said the armed 
forces lost nearly 40 people, 
15 of them in an attack by 
rebel naval wing Sea Tigers 
on a navy vessel off the 
eastern town of Mullaitivu. 

Rebel radio said fighting 
was now concentrated on 
the towns of Awarahkal and 
Puttur, indicating the army 
had swung south in the 
direction of Jaffna city after 
breaking eastwards out of 
the government-controlled 
Palaly Air Base and captur- 
ing Achchuveli town 


Sunday. 

The government has said 
it wants to recapture Jaffna 
city after the rebels broke a 
truce and resumed hostili- 
ties in April, refusing to 
consider a peace plan to end 
the 12-year revolt., 

Diplomats said monsoon 
rains which appear to have 
started could delay the 
army's advance as troops 
moving with tanks and 
artillery ran the risk of los- 
ing air cover in bad weather. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in the rebel war 
for an independent home- 
land for minority Tamils in 
the island's north and east 
since 1983. 

Wednesday’s military com- 
munique said the bodies of 
108 male rebels and of 10 


women were handed over to 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross by the 
security forces Tuesday. 

Diplomats said the latest 
upsurge in the conflict 
could be the start of a wide- 
ly expected all-out govern- 
ment offensive on the north- 
ern stronghold of Tamil sep- 
aratists. 

But they added that a con- 
tinuous drizzle apparently 
presaging the onset of 
October monsoons may put 
this in doubt. 

The army has said the cap- 
tured towns were in a radius 
of 21 square kilometres 
southeast of the government 
forces’ Palaly Air Base 
headquarters. 


Britain ’s Blair hailed , critics fall silent 


BRIGHTON. England (R) 
— Opposition Labour 
leader Tony Blair basked in 
praise Wednesday for a 
rousing party conference 
speech which offered regen- 
eration to Britain through a 
new moral code and techno- 
logical revolution. 

Newspapers across the 
political spectrum com- 
pared Mr. Blair. 42, to for- 
mer U.S. President John F. 
Kennedy. Left-wingers, 
who have sniped at their 
young leader for moving 
Labour away from its 
socialist roots, were 
silenced. 

Ml Blair is confident his 
“new Labour” ideals and 
policies are now backed by 
a united party and establish 
a foundation for victory at 
.the next election, due by 
micf-i997. " 

“What you’ve seen "tfiis 
week is a party not merely 
with a sense of discipline 
and unity, but with a sense 


of purpose," Mr. Blair told 
the BBC Wednesday. “The 
Conservatives are now 
behaving like the opposi- 
tion." 

In a crusading speech to 
his party’s annual confer- 
ence, Mr. Blair attacked the 
government for “tearing 
apart the fabric of our 
nation” during 16 years of 
unbroken Conservative 
rule. 

He promised “a nation 
reborn” and vowed to har- 
ness the cutting edge of new 
technology. 

Dismissing charges that 
his campaign so far has 
been strong on image and 
short on specifics, Mr. Blair 
promised nursery places for 
every three and four-year- 
old, smaller class sizes in 
schools and on-Ijpe training 
for every . . 

Tbespeech was' crucial to 
Mr. ,Blair who needed to 
stamp'his authority on the 
party again after a difficult 


summer which saw his huge 
poll lead of over 30 points 
slip and old-style socialists 
lining up to damn his move 
to the right. 

Newspapers Wednesday, 
even those which have sup- 
ported the Conservatives 
through thick and thin, were 
full of praise. 

The mass-selling Sun, 
which took credit for Prime 
Minister John Major’s 1992 
election win, said; “No 
politician since John F. 
Kennedy has made such a 
visionary, almost evangeli- 
cal, appeal to the young 
ones who are our future.” 
The pro-Labour Daily 
Mirror h^led the speech as 
a “call to aims” and even 
the strongly pro- 
Conservative Daily Mail 
called! It a “tour de force” 
and a ^ear faultless perfor- 
mance”. 

One of the key points in 
his speech was his 
announcement that be had 


agreed a deal with Britain's 
biggest telecommunications 
company BT to cable up 
every school, hospital, 

library and college in the 
country for free in return for 
access to the online market. 

Award-winning columnist 
Andrew Marr in the 

Independent said: 

“This...helped convey the 
image that Labour wasn't 
only poised to govern but 
had stoned governing 
already.” 

Leading left-wingers 
pledged to work with Mr. 
Blair for a victory in the 
general election which must 
be held by mid-1997. 

“We should now prepare 
for government,” Bill 
Morris, head - of the main 
transport union who has 
been critical of Mr. Blair's 
modernisation drive, told 
the BBC Wednesday. 


Russian Duma begins stormy last session 



Alexander Rutskoi 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
lower house of parliament 
began its final session 
Wednesday by observing a 
minute’s silence, but a 
stormy sitting is in the off- 
ing. 

The State Duma stood in 
silent tribute to at least 123 
people killed in a revolt by 
hardline deputies in 
October 1993 which 
President Boris Yeltsin put 
dtiwn by ordering tanks to 
shell the parliament build- 
ing. 

This Duma, housed in new 
headquarters, looks set to 
end less dramatically than 
its predecessor: it should 
complete the first peaceful 
handover of parliamentary 
power in modern Russian 
history through a parlia- 
mentary election on Dec. 
17. 

But mindful of a brawl 
which broke oat at an emer- 
gency summer session, 
many deputies fear the 
Duma will now be turned in 
to a campaign platform at 
the expense any serious 
work. 

“This session will be a tri- 
bune for political parties to 
campaign for the election. I 
don’t expect the Duma to 
pass any major laws in this 
time," Vladimir Lysenko, 
head of the small 
Republican Party of Russia, 
told Reuters before the ses- 
sion. 

“1 fear the example set by 
my namesake Nikolai 
Lysenko, wbo was involved 
in that fight in the Duma, 
will be so contagious that 
these two months mil bring 
confrontations in which 
parliament will completely 
discredit itself.” 

In the brawl. Mn Lysenko 
tore a crucifix off Gleb 
Yakunin, a deputy and 
defrocked! priest, and fel- 
low-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky ripped a pair of 
spectacles from deputy 
Yevgeniya Tishkovskaya, 
grabbed her round the neck 
and pulled her hair. 

“The more scandal, the 
more votes,” an unrepentant 
Zhirinovsky said later, 
although he may face crim- 
inal charges. 


Maverick Deputy Vya- 
cheslav Marychev predicted 
a “stormy” session and 
acknowledged political 
campaigning was likely. 

In contrast to his col- 
leagues' dark suits, be wore 
a striped baseball shirt bear- 
ing the number 29 on the 
sleeve. “This is the start of 
competition for the election. 
It’s sport, so I’m wearing 
sports clothes,” he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent an appeal 
to the Duma for “mutual 
understanding and harmo- 
nious cooperation" in 
adopting key laws and next 
year’s budget — the main 
item on the agenda for the 
autumn session. 

Legal experts have also 
appealed for hard work by 
deputies to complete legis- 
lation needed to boost 
reforms, especially as the 
next Duma could be even 
more hostile to Mr. Yeltsin 
and reforms. 

But fears of confrontation 
grew when several party 
leaders, setting out their 
plans for the session in brief 
speeches, made clear they 
wanted to undermine Mr. 
Yeltsin and his government 
Communist Party leader 


Gennady Zyuganov said he 
would press on with efforts 
to impeach Ml Yeltsin, 
although party aides say 
such a long process is 
unlikely to be completed by 
the Duma. 

Accusing the government 
led by Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin of 
mismanagement, he told the 
Duma: “The political root 
of our problems is a govern- 
ment hostile to its people.” 
Stanislav Govorukhin, 
bead of the Democratic 
Party faction, also blasted 
Mr. Yeltsin and the govern- 
ment. saying the public 
would show its lack of con- 
fidence in it at the polls. 

But Yegor Gaidar, whose 
Russia's Choice faction is 
in danger of not winning 
enough votes to make it 
back in to parliament, 
pleaded to deputies to show 
responsibility by passing 
major laws in what could he 
their last acts as members of 
parliament 

‘The historical assessment 
of our work will depend on 
what we do now, whether 
we make irresponsible 
promises and political 
clowning around, or seri- 
ously complete the work for 


which...we were elected.” 
be said. 

Meanwhile defiant hard- 
liners stood in a long line 
outside Russia's main TV 
Centre Tuesday, holding 
pictures of their dead to 
commemorate an attack on 
the building during the 
October 1993 political vio- 
lence in Moscow. 

Police beefed up their 
presence across Moscow in 
anticipation of unrest and 
set up headquarters near the 
city’s White House, the 
symbol of hardline chal- 
lenge to President Yeltsin 
two years ago. 

Tuesday was the second 
day of rallies marking the 
October 1993 events and a 
near-repeat of a gathering 
Monday t in downtown 
Moscow. 

Most of the protests, how- 
ever, drew several hundred 
people at best. 

Hardliners stood again 
bolding pictures of people 
who died in the Oct. 3 fight- 
ing at the TV Centre and in 
the army assault the next 
day on the White House, 
then parliament building 
and now the Russian gov- 
ernment's seat 

Some held Soviet red flags 
emblazoned with hammer 
and sickle, others the black, 
yellow and white flags of 
nationalist movements. A 
few held banners stained 
with what they said was the 
blood of comrades wbo 
died fighting. 

About 300 people attend- 
ed the rally. 

Former Vice President 
Alexander Rutskoi, one of 
the ringleaders of the revolt, 
laid flowers outside the TV . 
Centre in Ostankino, which 
his followers rammed two 
years ago with trucks in 
their bid to seize control of 
national television broad- 
casts. 

,r We will never forget 
friends who died here ancfin 
the White House defending 
the Soviet Union, Soviet 
power and Russia/’ said 
Mr. Rutskoi, who plans to 
run for president next year. ■ 
We vow to continue’ the 
struggle we began two 
years ago until victory." 
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No room for settlers 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
defiant mood against American Jews 
opposed to his peace moves with the Palesti- 
nian side did not come out from a vacuum. It 
is well-known that Israeli hardliners and 
extremists have been busy recruiting suppor- 
ters from the diaspora, especially in the U.S., 
who have succeeded to win over some U.S. 
congressmen in their efforts to torpedo the 
Oslo I and II accords with the PLO on one 
pretext or another. 

On the one hand Rabin has some U.S. 
rabbis whom he likened to Iran’s “ayatol- 
lahs” after they called on Israeli soldiers to 
refuse orders to evacuate army bases in the 
West Bank; and, on the other hand, he has 
American “fringe groups” which have been 
acting on instructions from the anti-Rabin 
groups in Israel to undermine the peace 
agreements with the Palestinians. These 
alliances between the far right factions in the 
Israeli body politic and like-minded North 
American Jews spell trouble not only for the 
Labour government but also for the entire 
peace process. 

In essence what the anti-peace activists 
want is to see Israel cling to every inch of the 
West Bank and make it de facto, an Israeli 
territory. There is a certain Jewish group 
whom Rabin has rightly labelled as “loath- 
some,” which is busy lobbying in Washing- 
ton against giving aid or grants to the 
cash-strapped Palestinian self-rule authority. 
It strikes us as absurd to refuse support for 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) at 
a time when much is expected from It to 
contain violence and reverse the tide of 
despair among Palestinians. Sorely the ex- 
tremists and the fundamentalists within the 
Israeli and Jewish ranks know that the 
stability, security and prosperity of the areas 
under Palestinian control would be trans- 
lated into greater security, stability and 
prosperity for the Israeli people themselves 
at the end of the day. And that is precisely 
why they are opposed to giving them up and 
losing themselves and ideology in the pro- 
cess. 

The settlers most be served with notice 
that we in Jordan are solidly behind the 
peace accords between Israel and the PNA. 
This easily explains why His Majesty King 
Hussein went to Washington to sign and 
witness the latest peace agreement for ex- 
panding Palestinian autonomy. The hundred 
or so Jewish settlers who illegally crossed the 
border Monday to express their opposition to 
the Taba agreement were not about to find 
comfort in Jordan because what they stood 
for was unacceptable to the people and 
government of this country and to its best 
interests. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING on the expulsion of Palestinians from 
Libya a writer in A1 Ra'i said that the Libyans seem to be 
taking revenge on the Palestinians for the continued U.N. 
sanctions on Tripoli for its alleged involvement in downing 
a Pan American plane. Mahmoud Rimawi said that there 
can be no justification for the Libyan authorities to deport 
people who have lived and worked in the country for many 
years for no sin they committed except that they chose an 
Arab and Muslim country to seek employment and 
improve their living conditions. No jusrificarion or false- 
hood or claim can convince a person in his right state of 
mind that the Palestinians are leaving the country of their 
own free will, especially after they have heard Muammar 
Qadhafi ordering them to be deported and urging other 
Arab states to follow suit, added the writer. He said no one 
can condone such shameful act committed against people 
who have endured so much suffering by being turned out of 
their Palestinian homeland and living in miserable camps 
for most of their life. 

DISCUSSING LABOUR Ministry's measures to control 
the local labour market a writer in Al Dustour said the 
ministry should nor succumb to any pressure from any 
source trying to disrupt its measures against the violators of 
the law. Mohammad Daoud said that the three-month 
deadline given by the government to non-Jordanian work- 
ers to adjust to rules and obtain work permits is nearing,, 
but the ministry has failed to report on any action taken 
against violators. The ministry should live up to its promise 
and take drastic measures against those staying in Jordan 
with no work permits and opfen the way for Jordanian 
job-seekers to get employment, demanded the writer. At a 
time when Jordan is facing a growing unemployment 
problem, the public is waiting to hear from the ministry the 
extent of the success of its measures if any success in this 
matter has been achieved. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^jdoubeh 


The Amman economic summit 
and future Arab relations 


THE AMMAN Economic Summit Conference, scheduled 
to begin at the end of this month, carries within it a 
significance which goes way beyond its immediate objec- 
tives, especially with respect to Arab- Arab relations. 
Indirectly, the conference comes to remind us of what these 
relations ought to be based on. 

The idea behind the conference (among other things) is 
to enable the Middle Eastern countries, in the new era of 
peace in the region, to sit down with potential Arab and 
international investors and discuss actual or potential joint 
business projects. In other words, the summit epitomises 
the major concerns and needs of the Middle Eastern, Arab 
and world countries of today. In the aftermath of the cold 
war, world countries (especially the major industrial 
powers) are in hot pursuit of viable economic projects and 
business opportunities. In world politics today, the overrid- 
ing concerns are economic; 'making a buck’ has become, 
for most world countries, more presang and important 
than co mmi tment to h uman rights, ideology, the spread of 
democracy and other traditional concerns. This is, for 
example, what lies at the heart of U.S. relations with 
Japan, China. South America and the Middle East. And it 
is quite understandable, in light of the latest developments. 

At a time when world countries are taking international 
economic opportunities, economic competition and econo- 
mic welfare seriously, and are adopting speedy steps and 
measures congenial to projects of mutual benefit and gain, 
the Arab World remains largely aloof, too slow or way 
behind in this respect Even though the overall climate has 
changed drastically over the past few years, a change winch 
in many ways mirrors international developments, Arab- 
Arab relations remain in substance where they were ten, 
twenty, thirty or forty years ago; lukewarmness, pretended 
love, promises, rhetoric, dreams, jealousy and indirect or 
open hostility. Aside from a very few excellent examples of 
mutual cooperation (say The Jordanian-Syrian Land Trans- 


port Company) most talk about Arab- Arab cooperation is 
at best symbolic, if not entirely hollow and void of content 

One understands perfectly, of course, the reasons behind 
the failure to bring Arab relations to the level which we 
desire. In addition to the many rules, laws, procedures, 
bureaucratic practices, attitudes and whimsical decisions 
which stand negatively in the way of mutual development 
aspirations, the political dimate has for decades been 
incongeav&L to cooperation, coordination and progress — 
despite all claims or attempts at Arab solidarity, unity, etc. 
For a long time, the Arab Nation has been immensely 
factionahsed, fragmented or at odds with itself. The 
factionalised, fragmented and odd world situation which 
prevailed in the aftermath of the World War II affected the 
Arab Nation tremendously. Within its own body (among 
the so-called brethren), there were undeclared as well as 
dedared factions, alliances, counter-alliances, ideological 
camps, comrades and enemies. 

I would also say that one main reason Arab- Arab 
relations have not worked so far is the false assumption on 
which such relations have been built. Whenever Arabs 
spoke of Arab- Arab relations in the past (in fact they still 
do), they always emphasised (despite the reality which 
often reflected something to the contrary) brotherliness, 
sisteriiness, fraternity, kinsmanstrip, comradeship, love, 
etc. Of course, the Arab World has so much in common: A 
common culture, a history, a heritage, a legacy, a language, 
a religion. This is undeniable. But one also cannot deny 
that the Arab Nation is today composed of twenty or more' 
countries, each having its own individual aspirations, 
dreams, vision, needs, problems, conception, perspective, 
and so on. How can we deny that? This is one question to 
keep in mind. The other equally important question is, how 
can individual countries base their relations on brotherli- 
ness, sisteriiness or love? Where can yon cash that? 

I would say that what has been absent for a long time (or 


buried under mountains of patriotic and poetic slogans) in 
the Arab World is talk about mutual interests. Yes, this is 
(realistically speaking) what Arab- Arab relations ought to 
be based on. We are brothers, we are sisters, we are one 
nation, we are c le culture, etc. Fine. But let s define our 
individual needs, concerns, wishes, even whimsical or 
peculiar wants. Do my brother and I (just because we are 
brothers) have the same needs, wishes, wants, hobbies? Do 
we like the same food and wear the same clothes? 

Obviously not. . . . , , . ... . , , 

I believe that the situation in the Arab World has 
changed tremendously, primarily because of the world 
changes at large. Even though some of the differences of 
the past still remain with us, most of them are in reality 
meaningless. Ideological differences among Arab countries 
(if they do in fact exist) are not serious. What is at stake 
here, whether Arab countries are aware of it or not, is 
economic survival, welfare and prosperity. The future of 
the Arab World, like the future of the world at large, lies m 
real economic cooperation. This is something the Arab 
Nation ought to prioritise. . 

The Arab World today has no reason to be at odds with 
itself. On the contrary, the Arab countries have so much in 
common, and they do complement themselves in many 
ways, especially economically. Some countries have the 
labour, some have the capital, some have the congenial 
geographic climate, some have the expertise, and so on. 

The Amm an Economic Summit Conference is a great 
opportunity for the Arab World, an opportunity in a 
double sense. Firet, it provides a specific forum for the 
presentation of specific economic projects, projects which 
we hope will be implemented. Secondly, it provides an 
example of what the Arab Nation ought to be doing as of 
today. 

We need less patriotic sermons and more joint economic 
projects. 


EU retreat does little 
to solve problems 


By Jeremy Gaunt 
Reuter 

ALCLJD1A. Majorca — 
An informal meeting of 
European Union (EU) 
leaders on a Mediterranean 
island last weekend did Kttie to 
solve the dilemmas faring 
the bloc as it heads towards 
thg-21$i century — and may- 
even . hay£ made some 
worse. •• , . • ■ 

Billed ,as a . relaxed- set-, 
together to ponder "ih'e 
shape of Europe as it ex- 
pands into Eastern Europe 
and adjusts to life in the 
post cold war world, the 
Majorca summit on Friday 
and Saturday was naturally 
hailed by its" partiri pants as 
a success. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, the host, 
said the idea of meeting 
without ministers, advisers 
and a formal agenda was so 
popular that the leaders 
wanted to do it more often. 

But beneath the rhetoric 
about bringing the bloc 


closer to its citizens, the EU 
faces major challenges by 
the end of the decade, to 
keep monetary union plans 
on track, rewrite its found- 
ing treaties and complete its 
next enlargement. 

The turmoil on currency 
markets in the run-up to 
Majorca, following com- 
ments from Germany that 
Italy might not make it in 
the first wave of countries 
to qualify, illustrated how 
much work remains to meet 
the 1999 target for monet- 
ary union. 

Italy's Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini. clearly up- 
set by seeing his group of 
seven industrialised country 
relegated to the second 
league, mentioned the un- 
mentionable and suggested 
that date could be delayed. 

Even without this, 
however, a number of lead- 
ers, notably Ireland’s John 
Bruton and the Nether- 
lands' Wim Kok. worried 
aloud about what happen to 
the economies of the coun- 
tries who did not make the 


strict currency criteria bv 
1999. 

Though there was little 
summit tension over next 
year's inter-governmental 
conference (IGC). the EU's 


The IGC must tackle di- 
visive issues such as a coun- 
try's right to veto legisla- 
tion. increasing the voiing 
power of larger states, 
attempts to bring judicial 


Beneath the rhetoric about bringing 
the bloc closer to its citizens, the EU 
faces major challenges by the end of 
the decade, to keep monetary union 
plans on track, rewrite its founding 
treaties and complete its next enlarge- 
ment. 


review of how it works, 
there was nothing to sug- 
gest that fundamental divi- 
sions on how to reform the 
Maastricht treaty have been 
eased. 


affairs into EU structures 
and plans for a joint de- 
fence policy. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major, whose country 
is unbending in its opposi- 


tion to deeper integration, 
said leaders should face 
reality and stop worrying 
about institutional change 
while its citizens drifted off 
in disinterest. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, whose support is 
crucial for EMU. said he 
was putting his personal 
credibility on the line in 
demanding that- Europe 
forge a deeper union. 

Without agreement at the 
IGC. the union will be un- 
able to start negotiations to 
bring in as many as a dozen 
countries from eastern 
Europe and the Mediterra- 
nean. 

Existing £U institutions 
and rules were designed for 
a bloc of six countries in 
1957. Many officials say 
they are already out of date 
fora bloc of 15 "in the 1990s. 
What, they say. will happen 
to them with a bloc of 30 in 
2010 ? 

But even putting the in- 
stitutional questions aside, 
the EU has yet to come to 
grips with the cost of bring- 


ing the lugging economies 
of Poland. Hungary and 
others into the fold. 

EU agriculture and re- 
gional aid spending cannot 
be extended for eastern 
Europe in their current 
form without huge outlays 
that member states are not 
prepared to make. 

Equally, poorer EU 
members such as Spain and 
Portugal, who currently .re- 
ceive the lion's share of EU 
funds, will want assurances 
tharthey will not lose out’in 
a larger union. 

European commission 
president Jacques Santer 
said that once the IGC is 
over, h'e will put forward 
proposals- for the future 
financing of the bloc. 
Meanwhile. Europe had to 
put its own house in order 
before inviting others in. 

Despite the "family feel- 
ing" which Gonzalez and 
others praised, all those at 
Majorca know that the 
worst family rows are often 
fought over domestic 
chores. 


LETTERS 


Islam should be the guide 

To the Editor: 

I READ the riveting article entitled, “Snake oil 
salesman, false prophets, the business of faith” which 
Rami Khouri contributed to the Jordan Times 
(October 3, 1995). 

Indeed, I want to express my sympathy with some 
of the views expressed in the article, especially those 
which cast a light of scepticism on the “creed of the 
market” which is being preached to us and presented 
as a panacea for all of our problems. 

An Islamic perspective is one that is averse to the 
diminution of the role of private enterprise and the 
market place since these are things that inhere in the 
nature of humans and in the nature of human society 
and wbich have a utilitarian, functional value neces- 
sary for the survival of society and civilisation. 
Attempts at countering those indomitable features of 
creation have been morally destructive, dehumanis- 
ing and contrary to justice. The legacy of ttie now 
dismembered Soviet state attests to this. 

Having said this, it is important to point out that 
the capitalist creed, to the extent that it defines the 
end of human existence in terms of material and 
sensual considerations, without adequate regard for 
the spiritual and the moral purposes in life, and 
without sufficient concern for the disadvantaged in 
society or those that are victims of its disregard for 
equity as a principle in international relations, is a 
philosophy that is an aspect of relative historical, 
intellectual and economic circumstances. The liberal 
dogmas that underpin it are equally relative and in a 
lot of senses are not suited as a universal, equitable 
system of ideas for mankind, with the latter’s varied 
cultural, ethnic, moral and material conditions. 

To the extent that Islam is a manifestation of God’s 
final revelation to mankind, suitable as a doctrine, a 
legislative ideal and a way of life for all times and 
social conditions it should be our source of inspira- 
tion and guide in these difficult times. Indeed", in it 
lies the wherewithal to resist the false gods of the age 
and the principles that can secure us social equanim- 
ity and justice, freedom from exploitation and the 
happiness that we all yearn for. 

Mr. Khouri initiated his article by saying “Ours is a 
very ancient, deeply spiritual and very mercantile 
land...” This statement embodies the texture of a 


culture that entwines faith and spirituality with the 
material engagements of those that belong to it. 
Needless to mention, its monotheistic traditions 
appear forever to overcome the polytheism, the 
materialism and the hedonism that lamentably have a 
presence in human existence; these traditions give 
sanction to both the worldly and the otherworldly, 
the corporeal and the spiritual, the economic and the 
moral- all forming a structure of existence which 
Islam is uniquely capable of guiding and regulating, 
under God, the Everlasting, the Immutable, the 
One. 

Khaled Nosseibeh, 

Amman . 


The right to a dignified life 


To the Editor: 


WE have read with indignation about the trial of the 
Filipino maitj in the U-A.E. and feel dignified that we do 
not have similar problems in Jordan on a large scale. 
However, we do not have to look further than our own 
neighbours* door to realise that foreign house helpers are 
.being used and abused in our midst on daily basis. 

Enthusiastic about the would-be achievements of the 
U.N.’s Fourth Conference on Women's call for equality, 
we need to stop and ask ourselves whether the equality we. 
are advocating is broad enough to encompass those who 
are firing among us and who are of different race and 
creed. As I look around I am disgusted by the way that 
some individuals within our society treat foreign maids as 
sub-humans who enjoy neither their natural right to 
self-dignity nor the right to protest against gross maltreat- 
ment by their employers. Violations of this inalienable 
right include long working hours, physical and verbal 
.abuse, lack of adequate sleeping quarters, just to enumer- 
ate a few. 

The horrifying factor is that these maids are not treated 
well by some of the offices which bring them into the 
country in the first place. Most often when the maids voice 
objections to employment in a specified house, some 
offices handle this complaint by resorting to violence, thus 
inflicting further offenses to force them in effect to 
succumb to the will of the lord. More atrocious is the 
human selection process which one undergoes to hire the 
maid in the first place. Akin to the days of slavery 4n 
women, these maids are lined up in the office for the 
prospective employer to view them. With terrified looks on 


their faces and fear in their eyes, offices start the barrage of 
personal questioning of their life histories. This degrading 
process did not go unnoticed even by my five-year old child 
who asked me if we were buying the women, how much we 
were paying for her, and can she name the one selected 
• “fosha.” 

■ Lacking any scientific research on the degree of abuse 
these maids are subjected to except beresay and personal 
witnessing of their maltreatment by the office and em- 
ployers, I ask who is protecting their rights to a dignified 
existence. Although many may wonder as they read this 
article whether this is a frivolous topic to delve in since our 
own battered Jordanian women do not enjoy foil protec- 
tion and recourse to the law, yet human injustice should be 
protested no matter who its victims are. 

Abla Amawin, 
Amman 

Stop nuclear testing 

To the Editor: 

At a time when the world is trying to clean the 
environment and reduce the danger of pollution, 
France decides to resume nuclear testing in the 
Pacific. The world has suffered enough from ecolo- 
gical disasters at the hands of humanity, and nuclear 
testing is certainly a big threat. 

With the break-up of the former Soviet Union and 
the collapse of the Eastern block, the threat of 
nuclear war no longer exists. Many of the nuclear 
warheads in the former Soviet republics are being 
dismantled. So what will France benefit from the 
resumption of nuclear testing? 

If the French find it clean and safe to explode 
nuclear device, then why don't they do it in their 
own backyard? I am sure they have the facilities to 
cany it out in France, instead of endangering the 
lives of animals, plants and humans in the Pacific. I 
hope that the French have not forgotten that there 
are people living in Tahiti and other parts of French 
Polynesia. 

To President Chirac: Please stop the experimenta- 
tion before something happens that everybody will 
regret afterwards. 

Mohammad A. Jalal, 
Amman. 





° Cr08KR H , 


,ad Y . Maj d 
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testing 


' Former Prime Minister and former Senator Ahmad 
Obeidat is back in Amman with a clean bill af health. 
Mr. Obeidat returned from one cf his periodic check- 
ups in the United States where several years ago he 
had received medical treatment. On his return trip he 
stopped in Berlin where he was invited by the 
Friedrich Naumarm Foundation to a conference on 
the "return of socialism. " Mr. Obeidat, who was once 
director of the General Intelligence Department, 
reports that speakers from Europe, Latin America and 
the Middle East gathered to discuss political and eco- 
nomic Changes in the former "Eastern Bloc " countries 
six years after the fall of Communism and the rise of 
Western-style democracy and capitalism. The focus, 
he says, was on the turbulence which followed — 
unemployment, violence, organised crime — and what 
political and economic steps could be taken to prevent 
such negative outcomes. The two-day conference was 
opened ov German Minister of Foreign Affairs Klaus 
KinkeL With a passing report card from die doctors 
and an earful of the recommended das and don'ts in 
eras of change, Mr. Obeidat, a lawyer, has much to 
ponder while getting back to work as president of the 
Jordan Environment Society and activist on the polit- 
ical lecture circuit. 

**** 

IN THE NICK OF TIME: Recovering well from a 
stroke, retired army Chiff cf Staff Fawwaz Maher, 
returned to Amman from Jerusalem where he was 
being treated at Hadassah Hospital. General Maher, 
who was once military governor of the West Bank, and 
served as ambassador to Turkey and China after his 
retirement from the military, was airlifted by heli- 
(ppterfrom King Hussein Medical Centre to the med- 
ical facility in Jerusalem more than two weeks ago 
when it appeared his condition was worsening. Gen. 
Maher was said to be placed under tight security at 
Haddassah because throngs cf journalists converged 
on the hospital to investigate the story. But two peo- 
ple were able to slip through the lines and even get in 
twice to see the general. They were none other than 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and his wife 
Leah. As young officers Mr. Rabin and Gen. Maher 
were , in the same class at the Royal Command and 
Staff College at Camberley in England. In fact, on his 
first visit to Jordan after signing the peace treaty with 
the Kingdom nearly one year ago, Mr. Rabin had 
asked to see his old classmate. As soon as he was in 
stable condition and well enough to fly back to 
Amman, Gen. Maher was brought home again. He is 
now convalescing well. Since his retirement firm 
diplomacy, Gen. Maher has devoted most of his time 
to charity work, particularly in the Circassian com- 
munity of which he is. an, petrve piembec , , . 

’ ■ ! '**** ^ 

LET’S TALK SHOP.'* . .PfifG: '^mUsbias at 
Jerusalem ! s Malha Mail: is booming," according to 
Jacob Dallal of the Jerusalem Post And the reason 
is, he reports , is the "unexpected clientele — Jordani- 
ans." Certainly, the use of the term "booming" is gild- 


ing the lily. Dallal's description of Jordanian shop- 
pers can be likened to shoppers at Harrod’s annual 
after-Christmas sale or worse. He writes: "The visit- 
ing Jordanians have been going on all out shopping 
sprees at our mall, buying everything from clothes 
and accessories to electronics," he wrote this week 
" They have been said to clean out entire shelves full of 
items in boutiques. Some store owners have even 
given orders to their sales clerks to drop everything if 
a Jordanian family enters and to attend, to the big buy- 
ers in a most royal fashion. " According to Dallal, the 
mall's director wiu launch a big-budget advertising 
campaign in the Kingdom. 


he big buv- 
Dallal, the 


HOMEWARD BOUND: Reuters General Manag- 
er in Amman Richard Khoury is leaving today after 
three years at his post in Jordan and 14 years with the 
global news agency. Khoury is proud of his accom- 
plishments in the short term he has spent in the King- 


civil servant leave his final post without so much as a 
fond farewell. In his varied tenure at the Ministry of 
information as an advisor/counsellor, Mr. Matalqa 
was seconded to the Arab League in Tunisia, in New 
York as deputy director, and in San Francisco as 
director. He also spent a year in Washington, D.C. at 
the Jordan Information Bureau. When ne returned to 
the ministry he served under then Minister of Infor- 
mation Ibrahim Izzedine. He went to work for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson for one year as 
director of information. But since 1993 he says he has 
been but a "nominal advisor. " After, by his count, 29 
years.3 months mid 18 days of service he feels resent- 
ment for the "uncivilised manner in which people in 
high positions treat loyal citizens. " Mr. Matalqa has 
no set plans for his retirement but family members 
think it will not be long before he finds something of 
interest in the private sector. 


dom, particularly in that he saw revenue grow by 
nearly 63 per cent and he was instrumental in obtain- 


ing tmproval to receive wire service through a satel- 
lite dish rather than local lines. As general manager, 
Khoury managed a staff of half a dozen reporters in 
addition to administrative personnel. White the gen- 


eral manager's authority does not extend to what 
his/her reporters write, he/she would be responsible 
should an item be detrimental to the company. 
Khoury, resigned from Reuters in order to return 
home to Beirut. He is succeeded by the General Man- 
ager for Egypt, North Africa and Sudan, Saad Farr. 
The 39-year-old Farr is a graduate of the University 
of Massachusetts in the U.S.. He began with Reuters 
in Amman in 1981 as a sales executive , helped launch 
the electronic ticket output service in Jordan cud. was 
responsible for putting the Amman Financial Market 
on the global electronic network In 1984 he opened 
the Reuters office in Abu Dhabi, and in 1987 he 


A FAMILY WOMAN: Far away from her native 
Finland and her home in Sweden is Dorrit Alopaeus- 
Stahl the new Area Manager of the United Nations 
Children's Fund ( UNICEF). Mrs. Alopaeus-Stahl, 49, 
who arrived in Amman last Saturday, is experiencing 
two major career-related shifts . She has moved from 
the Swedish foreign service to her first post with the 
UN., of which she says she is a staunch supporter. 
She has also switched regions, having spent 16 of the 
last 20 years working in Africa. Most recently Mrs. 
Alopaeus-Stahl was counsellor for multilateral affairs 
at the Swedish embassy in Nairobi and was deputy 
permanent representative of Sweden to the UNEP 
( United Nations Environment Programme) and 
HABITAT. She has a bachelors degree in sociology 
and socio-economic planning and is also a registered 
nurse. Her writings include a report on " Children's 


Dhabi, 


became sales manager for the Gulf area, working out 
of the company's Bahrain office, in early 1989 Farr 
was made responsible for company projects in the 
Middle East and Africa from Reuters ’ Cyprus office, 
and by the end of the year he was sent to the Cairo 
office where he remained until his move back home to 
Iordan. Farr savs he is looking forward to a pros- 


Right to Health" which she co-authored with Lisbet 
Palme, the wife of the late Swedish Prime Minister 
Olaf Palme. From the contacts she has already made 


here, Mrs. Alopaeus-Stahl says she is hopeful that 
hard work put m by herself, by the UNICEF team and 
by Jordanian counterparts 'will mean significant 
advances for women and children in her area, which 


Ambassador Mussallam is married and has two giris 
and two boys. ■ 

**** 

DESTINATION AMMAN: Starting Sunday about 
400 employees from airline round the world will be in 
Jordan for the convening of the 28th Annual General 
Assembly of the World Airline Club Association 
(WACA). Hosting this first-ever meeting in a Middle 
Eastern country is the Jordan Interline Club, which 
itself boasts about 100 members. WACA is the 
international body of Interline Clubs which aim at 
promoting the interests of personnel in the airline 
industry and exchanging ideas and suggestions with 
counterparts in the various airlines represented in 
each participating country. So far representatives 
from 35 countries have registered for either the four- 
day or six-day package, the difference being the extra 
days will include tours to Jerash, the Dead Sea and 
Petra. Jordan's delegate to the conference is Sakher 
Kreisha, of Royal Jordanian’s Computer and Infor- 
mation Systems Department, who said that with the 
prevailing peace in the region, the number of partici- 
pants to the coming event has doubled. Mr. Kreisha 
was particularly pleased that the WACA meeting also 
coincides with the 10th anniversary of the Jordan 
Interline Club. The participants are coming from 
North America, Latin America, the Near East, the 
Middle East ( including Israel) and the Far East. 
While one can expect serious matters on the WACA 
agenda, airline staff still know how to have fun, and 
that they surely will at the gala dinners planned for 
the international event taking place at the Jordan 
InterContinental Hotel. 


A MOST STUDIOUS BUNCH: Fun is not neces- 
sarily the aim of the Jordanum Students Association 
which was just established, with the blessing of the 
government, in the United kingdom and Ireland. Its 
goal is to "spread the cultural message of Jordan and 
better an already finvurable and peacefiil image" of 
the Kingdom in the U.K., say members of the associa- 


brdan. Farr says he is looking forward to a pros- Mrs. Alopaeus-Stahl is married, . J she and her hus - 


perous era after the peace process and is especially 
interested in seeing Reuters* business grow in Jordan, 
Syria and Iraq — the tri-states under his sphere of 


currently encompasses Jordan, Syria and Djibouti. 
Mrs. Alopaeus-Stahl is married, . J she and her hus- 
band (who will be joining her shon. have two adult 


chief correspondent in Amman. 
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NCb FOND FAREWELLS. ? SukeiT Matai^a hM 
retired at the age of 60 as advisor to Ministry of Inform 
motion. The former diplomat who served tit Jordan 's 
embassy in Lebanon in 1970 as information attache , 
then went on to serve in Tokyo, is sad, not for himself, 
he says, but for a system that would allow a veteran 


children. 

9|C^cgg>gfg 

HOME OF HIS ALMA MATER : Bahrain's new 
Ambassador to Jordan Ambassador, Mohammad Seif 
Jabr Al Mussallam , is certainly no stranger to the 
Kingdom. Bom in 1952, the ambassador is a gradu- 
ate of the, Jordan Military Academy and the Royal 
Jordanian Stiff College in Amman. In 1989 he served 
as Bahrain's • military- attachS in Amman. A full 
colonel, Ambassador Mussallam follows in the steps 


of his diplomat father who was an ambassador of 
Bahrain in Kuwait. The new envoy is described as 
generous and having a pleasant personality, thus he 
has many friends and acquaintances in Jordan. 


Fallen is the mask 


^Memory for Forgetfulness: August, Beirut, 

by Mahmoud Darwish 

Translated from the Arabic by Ibrahim Muhawi 
^University of California Press, 1995, 182 PP. 

Mahmoud Darwish’s Memory for Forgetfulness encapsu- 
lates so many ideas, feelings and stunning images that it 
defies the reviewer to know where to start Certainly, this 
prose poem is not primarily about the actual siege of 
Beirut, although that momentous event provided the set- 
ting and impetus for its writing, by tearing off the masks of 
the past to reveal the stark present reality. 

During the siege, Darwish, the most eloquent of 
Palestinian poets, did not write. ‘I’m writing my silence,” 
be told a journalist (p. 61), according preeminence to the 
defenders of the city to whom he says: 

“Guard then, as you are doing, the cutting edge of the 
song against whai blunts the heart in this narrow wilder- 


ness, narrow like an open space that doesn't look out from 
a window... You’re defending the lineages of this coast 
against the mix-up of meanings, that history shall not be 
made docile and the place a mere estate to be inherited” 
(pp. 50-51). 

Three years later, Darwish closeted himself in his flat in 
Paris, his new place of exile, and hammered out his 
thoughts and memories centred on one day of the siege: 
August 8th. The result was published in 1986, as The 
Time: Beirut/The Place: August, in the literary journal Al 
KanneL Now, a decade later, it has been published in 
English with a title more poetic, but equally paradoxical. 

Paradoxes are rife in Memory for Forgetfulness. In 
Beirut, Begin encounters the “ghots” he thought he had 
eradicated at Deir Yasin, while the Palestinians axe 
required to leave, with no home to go to. This echoes the 
original paradox of the Palestinians being classified as 
"present absentees” in their own country, which Darwish 
raged against in his early poems. 


Beirut is a paradox — a city open to all, providing “train- 
ing for an imagined democracy,” yet in the end making the 
Palestinians outsiders. Darwish fears for the future: “... as 
we move away, we can see ourselves turning into memo- 
ries” (p.60). What happened to Palestine? he asks. “Peace 
swallowed her,” answers a voice (p. 95). 

Darwish contrasts the Palestinian’s hope of return with 
the reality of betrayal. Palestine is on all tips, yet the 
Palestinian most often finds himself a scapegoat: 

“...When he holds his peace, his soul is taken out to the 
stray dogs’ and when be moves towards the homeland, his 
bpdy is dragged out to the dogs. The intellectuals... have 
convinced him he’s the only alternative to the status quo; 
yet when the status quo pounces on him, they demand self- 
criticism because he has gone too far...” 

Darwish makes more meaningful self-criticism, faulting 
the PLO for not holding leaders accountable, for severing 
democracy from nationalism and seeing in Lebanon “only 
our own image” (p. 45). None of his themes have become 


doctoral candidates (Ma’in Murdi Qatamin, Failed 
Saleem Khateeb, Lu'ayy Minwer Rimawi (who at 
times writes for the Jordan Times), Ibrahim Abdel 
Rahman Karasneh and Sultan Abdel Rahman 
Tarawneh) and one masters degree hopeful (Zqyed A!i 
Bashayreh) say they seek to cooperate with Arab and 
overseas student bodies, especially in areas of acade- 
mic and social interest to fordanian students. But we 
remind our aspiring academicians: All work and no 
Play 


Jennifer Hamameh 


BOOK REVIEW 


outdated in the decade since he wrote: Witness Israel’s 
continued refusal to repatriate the refugees, Libya’s recent 
expulsions and the PNA’s mode of governance. 

- Memory for Forgetfulness is existentialist in style, and in 
the interplay between details of daily life and questions of 
destiny. But Darwish achieves a connectedness usually lost 
to the existentialists. There is watertight unity between his 
aesthetic and moral values, and between his particular 
(Palestinian) and universal (human) concerns. It is thus 
band to accept the translator’s note that Darwish has been, 
misread as a resistance poet or poet of the resistance, 
“rather than as a poet whose major concerns are national” 
(p. xxvii). Darwish has protested at his poetry being put in 
the service of political programmes, but his concern is nei- 
ther apolitical nor exclusively national. Rather, he practis- 
es “the only choice open to us: Creativity in the revolution 
and revolution in creativity” (p. 137). Surely, his aspira- 
tions entail resistance as long as there is injustice, dehu- 
manisation, ugliness or stagnation to resist against. 


How many trees grow in New 
York? City wants to know 


By Carol Vinzant 
Reuter 

New York - The city of New 
York is trying to count its 
trees before they are all 
gone. 

Several incidents of 
‘arborride’ this year have 
spurred on hundreds of vol- 
unteers and parks depart- 
ment workers to start walk- 
ing the city’s 33,278 blocks, 
clipboards in hand, to find 
out exactly bow many trees 
do grow in the five bor- 
oughs. 

Police last month arrested 
a contractor hired K> cut 
down three trees that 
obstructed a corporate sign 
on the front of a gym, and a 
reward of $2,500 was 
offered for the ‘murder’ of 
seven other London plane 
trees. • The Parks 
Department calls a man 
they claim chopped down 
42 trees to get a better view 
‘the Butchff of Bay Ridge’ 
and wants him to pay 
$32,000 to replace the .big, 
old trees with 92 new ones. 

“It’s definitely arborride 
in the first degree, but I 


think technically it’s van- 
dalism,” said Parks 
Department spokesman 
Parke Spencer. 

Census takers will note 
the size, species and health 
of the trees. The informa- 
tion will be ‘put into a huge 
tree management data base’ 
to be used to help pruoers, 
removers and planters, Mr. 
Spencer said They expect 
to find 500,000 to 700,000 
trees along city pavements. 
An estimated two million 
more are in city parks. 

No one is sure how much 
the census will cost or how 
long it will take, but co- 
coordinator Trim 

Linde maun estimates a cou- 
ple of months. “We’re only 
limited by the onset of cold 
weather and leaves falling,” 
she said. “If s vary difficult 
to identify a tree without 
leaves.” 

In a city with little green- 
ery, trees are a precious 
commodity and their 
destruction has been known 
to cause neighbourhood 
commotion. But because of 
a reduced street tree budget. 


— $3 million compared 
with $5.5 million in 1991 
— residents usually have a 
two-year wait to have a new 
tree planted and a one-year 
wait to have a dead one 
removed 

With a permit, residents 
are allowed to plant then- 
own trees along the pave- 
ments provided the trunk is 
at least two and-a-haif inch- 
es across and not one of the 
species banned for being 
too messy (mulberry), 
buckling pavements (silver 
maple), having deep, tena- 
cious roots (willow ), having 
dangerous fruit (osage- 
orange) or being invasive 
and smelly (tree of heaven). 

The city also recommends 
strongly against ‘monocul- 
ture’ — every tree on the 
block being tbe same type. 

For the impatient, the city 
has started, a programme 
called ‘one stop tree shop- 
ping’ in which residents pay 
around $400 and get a tree 
in the next planting season. 
People choose their species 
from a list the city has com- 
piled of those most likely to 


survive. The most popular 
trees for new planting are 
the callery pear and the 
honey locust. 

Life in the city is just too 
rough for many trees. A nee 
with a normal lifespan of 
10-12 years has an average 
life of only seven years in 
Manhattan, said Joe 
Bernardo of Trees New 
York, a non-profit group 
that trains citizen pruners. 

“Most trees planted are 
about 12 years old It’s like 
getting an adolescent and 
bringing it out of the nurs- 
ery and turning it out on the 
streets of New York,” Mr. 
Bernardo said 

Mr. Spencer said the new 
data base will show which 
trees are more likely to sur- 
vive. 

While the city says }t 
removes roughly as many 
trees as it plants, tree plant- 
ing advocates claim the city 
actually removes several 
thousand more dead trees 
than it replaces with new 
ones each year. 


by Michel Sailhan 

Agence France Presse 

PARIS — A distinguished 
looking gentleman often 
seen rubbing shoulders 
with the high and mighty 
at official receptions in 
France has turned out to be 
a former state betting shop 
employee with a strong 
gift for gatecrashing. 

How Claude Khazizian, 
64, gets past tbe security 
checks without an invita- 
tion be will not say. but the 
television footage and the 
print media photographs 
all show he has certainly 
found a way. No doubt his 
impeccable double-breast- 
ed suit helps. 

His exploits have made 
Mr. Khazizian the darling 
of the French media, who 
identify him only as 
“Claude X." 

While declining to give 
details, he spoke to AFP 
about some of this year’s 
exploits, starting with the 
Elysee Palace reception in 
May when 61 heads of 
state and government gath- 
ered to see Jacques Chirac 
succeed Francois 

Mitterrand as French pres- 
ident. “Claude X” duly 


Claude X , 
gatecrasher 
extraordinaire 


appeared in photos with 
them. 

“Tbe excitement mount- 
ed with each step I took," 
he remembered. 

“I kept saying to myself, 
‘I'm going to leave, some- 
one is going to ask who I 
am’. 

But then it was cocktail 
time, followed by the 
photo call, and there I was, 
talking with several beads 
of state.” Everybody was 
in a good mood and was 
there to relax, not to dis- 
cuss politics, Claude X 
said. 

Yet again he thought it 
time to walk unobtrusively 
out when quests were 
invited to take their places 
at table for the presidential 
banquet “But I spotted a 
seat without a place name, 
perhaps someone had not 


turned up, so 1 sal myself 
down.” 

For the July 14 Bastille 
Day bank holiday, Gaude 
X was fitted up with a hid- 
den camera and other 
eavesdropping gear by a 
French television netwoik 
to gatecrash the official 
ceremonies on the Place 
De La Concorde. 

Places reserved in the 
stands for government 
people were marked in red. 
“Don’t be too big-headed, 
1 thought, and sat down at 
the back,” Gaude X 
recounted. 

After a while, he made 
his way over to Mr. Chirac, 
who was alone at that 
moment, and proffered his 
congratulations. They 
shook hands. 

However the television 
Station did not in the event 
screen his adventure, for 


By Sally Bland 


ethical reasons. 

For the Elysee Garden 
Party afterwards, the mas- 
ter gatecrasher simply 
mingled with the crowd of 
young guests on their way 
in, at times playing the part 
of a functionary by telling 
them to show their identity 
cards. 

“You are often stopped 
for little things, but it is 
rare at the big receptions.” 
Gaude X said. 

A man of natural ele- 
gance, who introduces 
himself as a press corre- 
spondent — he contributes 
regularly to magazine 
Champagne Ardennes, 
though he does not have a 
press card — Mr. 
Khaziizian rejects the label 
of impostor. 

“At the big receptions, 
nobody asks who you are. 
The people who do ask 
questions are the ones who 
have no business being 
there," he insists. 

He suddenly consults his 
diary. “Oh look, Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin is 
coming to Rainbouillet at 
the end of next month.” he 
pauses, laughter lighting 
up his eyes: “1 really do 
not know yet whether I 
shall sit at his right or his 
left”. 
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Computing against the current 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


PC users come in many colours, shapes, and ages. 
They can be 10 years old or they can be grandfa- 
thers with 20 grandchildren. A gentleman I know 
started to learn computer programming in his early 
sixties and is now successfully selling his work 
Among all this wide variety of people, some are 
necessarily doing a better job with the machines 
than others. 

A rare breed is even able to take the best out of 
the old PCs they own. They do it right and quick- 
ly. One would probably think that theirs ate super 
fast machines, with plenty of megabytes and 
megahertz, fitted with highly advanced software 
and programming languages. If this is actually the 
case for a very few lucky ones, others, on the con- 
trary, work with relatively simple, inexpensive 
computers, and still manage to obtain excellent 
results. 

The trend towards Windows-based software, and 
Windows 95 more particularly, implies minimum 
hardware characteristics, in terms of memory, disk 
capacity and processing power. Going with the 
trend means buying expensive equipment. 

.The rare breed we are talking about represents a 
small percentage of the PC users population that 
have decided not to go to complicated hardware 
and software — i.e. not to follow the trend. When 
the whole world is lusting after 15” or IT’ high 
resolution, expensive colour screens, they are 
happy working with plain 12” monochrome mon- 
itors. 

A good old 386 PC fitted with just 2MB of mem- 
ory and 40MB hard disk — a configuration that 
would make most of the trend-setters laugh — is 
more than enough to make them perform like 
high-flying acrobats in a circus ring. Needless to 
say, without a net, but with wonderful results. 



This species usually likes to run fast, efficient 
word processors like WordPerfect for DOS or 
Quattro Pro spreadsheet, also for DOS (“for 
DOS,” as opposed to “for Windows”). They glad- 
ly sacrifice a few gadgets or features for simplici- 
ty and speed. As programming language, they 
stick to time-tested pieces like Qbasic, Clipper or 
Fortran. Who cares if they have less control on 
fancy colour output (especially if they are using a 
monochrome monitor) and won’t use a mouse? 

While there is no denial that the new Windows 
and the related application programmes present a 
real interest for some, as do the Pentium comput- 
ers, one cannot but admit that part of all that is due 
to marketing, clever promotion and fashion. It’s 
hip. it's coolto use Harvard Graphics for Windows 
instead of the faster, same prog ramm e for DOS, 
even if you are not sure why you are doing it 
Somehow, sophisticated PC products, laser discs, 
satellite dishes and cellular phones belong to the 
same group of things to (try to) have. You are in or 
you are out 

PC users who are goal-oriented usually try to 
make the best out of the software and hardware 
that is available to them. They generally succeed. 
Those who are rather task-onented keep looking, 
for the ideal and fashionable/ way to ao things, 
using the most hi-tech equipment They may still 
be looking. 



Look who’s talking too 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 
Consider. just what the extremely silly, silly meaning 
blessed and pure, would ever talk about: The clocks 
should have been turned bade last weekend lads, should- 
n’t they? 

There was some talk about the group of youngsters who 
did not indulge in the now familiar ri m.il Their plan 
entailed contacting a local radio station where they tried to 
convince the presenters that they had got the timing of 
their programmes wrong. Apparently, the people at the 
station, and for a while, had turned back their clocks, 
again. 

But now that people are talking, maybe its time that we 
talked about goaty beards and water pipe cafes, about cars 
and fast food, about Double Burners and Sophist-O- 
Twists, and about the by now famous millemrimn mugs. 

Or maybe we could talk about words drifting into mean- 
ing something else. For example, consider the change that 
prepositions have undergone over the years. We used to ‘ 
fill in ‘ a form, but now we ‘ fill out ' a form. People also 
used to say * its up to you *, while now they use 1 its down 
to you’. Consider also fee expression 4 go missing * where 
it is plainly wrong to say that something has gone missing 
when it has just been lost 

But aren’t there far more important things feat we could, 
and rightly so should, talk about? There certainly are. 

A recent study in Jordan by fee Consumer Protection 
Society, covering housing, food, health, and education, 
found feat a minimum of JD 580 is needed per month to 
cover the basic needs of an average Jordanian family 
while fee average family income stood somewhere 
between JD 120 and JD 200. Also, about 88 per cent of 
fee families surveyed earned less than fee JD 580 mini- 
mum stated. 

“Never be taken in by statistics” was another message 
this week. People had a bard time believing that using 
comparative price indexing to boost the presumed average 
income per person for one country by comparing its prices 
of commodities wife another does anything to their lives. 
Reality does matter and it is what you pay at the end of the 
day that matters to fee average citizen. 

But now feat certain loan repayments no longer have to 
be paid, will we see fee effect of that money, and more, on 


fee lives of people as it becomes 
iects boosting social development and production. It fee 
analyses of our journalists and so called analysts are anv- 
thingtogo by, then things will begin to pick up for every- 
onTfeough for some more than others, very soon. But 
w^t feteraational investors move to other countnes m a 
.few years time once the wage increases here mean feat it 
will be cheaper to produce the same goods elsewhere 

Another important issue raised during the past few days 
was whether our high percentage of population grow** 
now standing at 3.4 per cent, was at the root of fee uni- 
versity entrance problem in terms of fee ever increasing 
numbers having to go through our educational system. Is 
anybody looking into this? 

It was also during fee past week that it came to our atten- 
tion yet again, feat some Third World countries rulers 
and gang leaders were resorting to killing their own peo- 
ple by bringing in nuclear waste to be dumped on feetr 
land just so that they could get their hands on fee fends 
n eeded to buy weapons. 

People were also deeply moved over the past few days 
by the story of the young Jordanian who upon graduation 
from George Washington University turned down a job 
offer, full benefits and seductions included, to work for a 
te lecommuni cations company in fee United States and 
decided to come back to his home country. 

More plans are underway to refurbish some of the cen- 
tral areas of Amman. Such areas are apparently in urgent 
need of new roads, so new roads will cut through fee 
existing communities. And where playgrounds are appar- 
ently needed, homes will be demolished to make way for 
them and the assortment of street lights. To be fair, it has 
to be noted that the residents whose houses will be demol- 
ished to make way for progress, will be amply compen- 
sated. 

The old neighbourhoods of our city are maybe some of 
the last places in Amman where we could go searching for 
genuine cotton socks and where public space, as it would 
no longer exist, is truly appreciated. 

S atfl y enough, all such unique public spaces will in time 
be either plastered over, turned into highways and round- 
abouts as truly befits our relationship with progress and 
modernisation. 


REFESH YOUR MEMORY 


Great men make history. 

Following are six famous personalities. Try to identify 
them. 

Recognising four means your memory is still fresh and 
strong. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


Cut and the Miraflores locks? 

6. Which British University was fee first to admit 
women to degrees? 

7. What is fee noun of assembly for goldfinches? 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 



— I didn’t want to hurt you. 

— I feel hungry and thirsty. 


Lam aqsid idraraka. 
Ash’or bflj’u wal’atash. 


— He peacefully died away. 

Mata wanafsuhu nmt’ma’inn 
— May God rest his soul in peace 

T frghamm fldahnl’lflhii bewas’e rahmateh. 

— She made fee right dedson. 

Ittakhathat al-qarar aq»lppm 

— You made me ashamed. 

Laqad akhjaltani. 

— It turned out to be all right, I am happy to say. 
Yus’idoni akqawl qadintaha ala khayri ma youram. 

— Darling! You were fantastic! 

Habibati! Laqad konti raae’a. 

— I guess you’ve made a big mistake, haven't you 
Azonnn annaka Irtakabta khata’an jasseeman 

Alaysa kathalek 

— I can never deny that, I am to blame 

La astat’i an onltir thaalek, fa’anal maloom. 


JOKES 


* A FOOL once passed some boys playing wife a dead 
falcon- He bought it for one dinar and took it back home. 

“Good heavens,” shouted his mother. “What on earth 
•fear had made you do that. The bird is dead, isn’t it?” 

- “Hush, mum! If it were alive, it would cost much more 

■'feari5&dirifflsr'’ L " 

***** 

* At a famous restaurant, a customer sat at a table to have 
his lunch. He placed a towel round his neck. The chef, 
noticing him, wanted tactfully to pay his attention to 
change fee position of fee towel. A waiter came forward to 
him, bowed and politely asked him: “Excuse me, sir. 
Would you like to shave or have your hair cut?” 

***** 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is fee extant rodent in fee world? 

2. Which English queen bore her husband 15 children? 

3. Which is fee city feat Lord Byron, having spent 23 
days there, described as, “my country! city of the soul”? 

4. Eton College was founded by which monarch? 

5. Where would you find the Gatnn Lake, the HaUlard 


PUZZLE ME 


BILL BRAWN, the woodcutter, throws a pretty dart, and 
when ascertaining his score after one game, he found feat 
each dart had scored exactly one-third of his total. His first 
dart scored a “single”, his second scored a “double,” and 
his third a “treble.” 

His total was 54. 

How many did each dart score? 




Thursday, OcL 5, 1995 

1 :00 Iris - The Happy Professor 
1:20 Fireman Sam 
1:30 My Secret Identity 
2:00 N.B.A. 

3:00 The New Leave It to Beaver 
3:30 Take Your Pick 
4:00 White Heat 
5:00 Children’s Programme 
Les Mondes Engloutis 
“Tade et Lis Ensign es Sacres” 

5:30 Varieties And Game Show 
Le Monde Est A Vous 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Court Metrage 
Vision 

7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Soccer Match 

Live From Tunisia 
9:05 The New Avengers 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Movie — “Kindergarten Cop” 

Starring: Arnold Schwarzenegger & Pamela Reed 

11:50 The Thorn Birds 


Friday, Oct 6 , 1995 



1:00 Read A Lee Deed A Lee 
1 :15 Beethoven 

1 :30 Why Didn’t I Think Of That 
2:00 - White Fang 
2:30 The Ronn Lucas Show 
3:00 Tall Tales & Legends 
4:00 The Crystal Mare 
5:00 Children Programme 
Les Mondes Engloutis 
“Le Temkor D’Arkana” 

5:30 Telefilm 

La Balle Pi Rdui 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
E=M6 

7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 African Skies 
8:C Coach 
8:3U World Museums 
9:15 Wolf 


10:00 News In En glish 
10:25 Buccaneers (Social Drama) 

11:30 Movie — Tbe Last Glory Of Troy 

Starring: Steve Reeves & Caria Marlier 


Saturday, Oct 7, 15195 

2:00 Back To The Future 
2:30 Harry And The Hendersons 

3:00 Blue Heelers 
3:45 Only In Hollywood 
4:10 I Love Lucy 
4:30 Tarzan 

5:00 Children’s Programme 
Les Mondes Engloutis 
“La Takades Intiks” 

5:30 Documentary 

Le Loire Au FU Des Homines 
6:00 Drama Series 

Operation Open 1 Et 2 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Fant Pas Rever 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Major Dad 

8:00 First Flights 
8:25 The Bold And The Beautiful 
9: 10 Star Treck — The Next Generation 

10:00 News In Englis h 
10:25 Voices Wi thin (Mini-Series) 

11:50 The Tin Flute (Mini Series) 




Sunday, OcL 8, 1995 


2:00 The Flintstones 
2:30 Joshua Jones 
2:45 Droopy Master Detecti ve 
3:00 Scientific Eye ■ 

3:30 Pay Wall’s Summar 
4:00 I Love Lucy 
4:30 Tarzan 

5:00 Children’s Programme 
Les Mondes Engloutis 


Serie 

Fruits El Legumes 
Cocument 
MittleEuropa 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

U shnaia: Le Magazine De L’ Extreme 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Nurses 
8:00 Cinema, Cinema 
8:30 The Bold And Tbe Beautiful 
9:15 Murder She Wrote 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Vbices Within (Mini-Series) 

11:10 Return To Eden 
12:30 Keeping Up Appearances 

Monday, Oct 9,1995 

2:00* Shelley Duvall’s bedtime Stories 
230 Hey Dad! 

3:00 Survival 
4:00 I Love Lucy 
4:30 Thrzan 

5:00 Children Programme 
Les Mondes Engloutis 
530 Serie 

Les Ave runners Du Rio Verde 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
Nimbus 

730 News Headlines 

735 Me Hale’s Navy 

8:00 Camp Widest 

830 The Bold And Tbe Beautiful 

9:10 Hearts Of The West 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Inspector Morse 

11:30 American Chart Show 

12:00 Stamp Of Greatness 


Tuesday, OcL 10, 1995 

2:00 •Captain Planet 
2:30 M-A-N.TJLS 


5:30 

6:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

735 

8:00 

8:30 

9:15 

10:00 

1035 

12:00 

12:30 


To Run Tbe Gauntlet 
I Love Lucy 
Tarzan* 

Children's Programme 
Les Monds Engloutis 
Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
Magazine 

Croisiere A LA. Decouverte Du Monde 

Le Journal 

Magazine 

Faut Pas Rever 

News Headlines 

The Piglet Files 

You Bet Your Life 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

True Blue 

News In English 

Movie — Blind Justice 

Starring: Tim Matheson & Mimi Kuzyk 

Grace Under Fire y 

Varieties 


2:00 

230 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

530 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 
7:35 
8:00 
8:30 
9:15 
■ 10:00 
10:25 
10:45 
11:45 
12:30 


Wednesday, OcL U, 1995 

Madeline 
Ghost Writers 
Tomorrows World 
Amazing Stories 
I Love Lucy 
Tarzan 

Children’s Pro g ramme 

Les Mondes Engloutis 
Jeux 

Pago Pago 
Le Journal 
Magazine 

Anything For A Laugh 

^BoW^&fuT Ull,VerSe 

The Other Am e ri c as 
News In English 
Prism 

Law And Order 
Silk Road 
Second Thoughts 


4 ] 


■:/ 








By Bob Tourtellotte 


Arts & Fashion 


Jordan Times, October 5, 1995 
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of hit movies, MacDowell laughs last 


HOLLYWOOD — In her 
nrid-20s/ critics laughed off 
Andie MacDowell as jost 
another [ gorgeous model 
who couldn't act, but after a 
string j of hit movies, 
MacDofvell is the one 
laughing now. 

In Greystoke: The Legend 


Of Tartan, Lord Of The 
Apes (1984), Glenn Close 
was hired to record over 
Mac Dowell’s southern 

accent As she has with 
other difficulties in her life, 
MacDowell refused to let it 
discourage her. 

“It’s Still slightly irri tariri ^ 
because it’s the most nega- 
tive aspect of my careen But 
the most important thing is 


that 1 overcame it” the 
actress, now 37, said in an 
interview for her new movie 
Unstrung Heroes. 

MacDowell could have 
returned to the security of 
lucrative modelling con- 
tracts for the likes of L’oreal 
and Calvin Klein. Instead, 
she went to acting school 
and auditioned for every 
role that came her way. 


the fiTM to aimii 


Andie MacDowell in the film Sex, Lies And Videotapes 


landing parts in a string of 
hit movies and eventually 
w innin g Hollywood star- 
dom. ■ 

In Unstrung Heroes 
MacDowell transforms her- 
self again, from playing her 
usual romantic leading lady 
role to portraying Selma 
Udz, a nurturing mother 
with ao iron will. 

“I love the relationship the 
mother and sou have,” 
MacDowell ■ - said, ■ “the 
strength and power of that.” 

Lidz is in a transition, too. 
She is battling cancer and 
trying to keep' her family 
together in a tumultuous 
time. 

Her husband Sid, an 
eccentric inventor played by 
John Turturro, is having 
trouble dealing with her dis- 
ease, and he is convinced he- 
can dream up a machine that 
will save hen 

Twelve-year-old son 
Steven, played by Nathan 
Watt, decides to uncover his 
Jewish roots by developing 
a mentor relationship with 
his two neurotic uncles, one 
of whom is played by 
Michael Richards, the mad- 
cap Kramer on television's 
Seinfeld show. 

Lidz’s subtle power helps 
settle the awkward situa- 
tions that develop and keeps 
the family together. ‘There 
is something to be said for 
overcoming difficult peri- 
ods in your life,” 
MacDowell said in her 
southern drawl. “It makes 
you a much stronger per- 


Andle MacDowell with British actor Hugh Grant in the movie Four Weddings And A Funeral 


son. 

MacDowell overcame a 
difficult childhood with an 
alcoholic mother to become 
a famous model whose face 
appeared in television com- 
mercials and magarim ads 

around the world. 

Tt is human nature that 
people want to criticise 
models because it looks like 


things have been given to 
them and they make so 
much money,” she said. 
“The very fortunate thing 
for me is that I did not have 
to portray beautiful women 
(on film).” 

Years after the disappoint- 
ment of Greystoke, she 
landed a part in an obscure, 
low-budget movie called 


Sex, Lies And Videotape. It 
became one of the biggest 
hits of 1989 and earned 
MacDowell praise from 
critics and audiences. 

A string of Hollywood- 
sized films such as Green 
Card followed, helping to 
cement her reputation as a 
legitimate actress. But 
another low-budget movie. 


Four Weddings And A 
Funeral with co-star Hugh 
Grant in 1994, made her a 
star. 

“1 feel the need to do 
smaller films. If it wasn't 
Sex, Lies And Videotape 
none of this would be hap- 
pening to me,” sbe said of 
ber now strong acting 
career. 
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Filmmakers invade East Europe Cezanne fever hits Paris 
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to save money, get new look 


B y John Horn 

The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES * — • The 
logic is simple. The Story 
original!} set in Chicago is 


filmed in Moscow. The 
movie about Argentina is 
shot in Budapest. And the 
generic / American horror 
thriller |s made in Romania. 

In the wake of political 
upheaval in Eastern Europe 
and the j former Soviet 
Union, a growing number of 
U.S. filmmakers are invad- 
ing formtr Warsaw Pact 
countriesJattracted by fresh 
vistas andllow overhead. 

Many ol the roving pro- 
ductions are low-budget 
outfits, but a few — such as 
Madonna's Evita filming in 
Hungary — are multimi]- 
li on -dollar blockbusters. 

"I think Eastern Europe is 
a very viab e alternative,” 
says Buzz feitshans, presi- 
dent of )roduction at 
Cinergi, the makers of the 
Peron famil; musical Evita. 
Budapest’s exteriors will 
double for Argentina’s, 
Feitshans says, so the com- 
pany won’? have to build 
many expensive sets. 

Some of the overseas 
facilities — not to mention 
the moviemaking hardware 
— are far below Western 
.standards, and most crew 
-inport cameras, lights and 
sound equipment. But what 
Eastern Europe lacks in 
modernity, it more than 
makes up for in cheap, 
ample labour and unique 
locales. I 

Some U.S. movie prodiK- 
ers have been forced /to 
bribe otherwise bajky 
bureaucrats, yet such con- 
plications can pale in com- 
parison to the hassles! of 
filming in major American 
cities. / 

The work ethic is jreal 
good and there are absolute- 


ly fabulous locations,” says 
Charles Band: His ; Full 
MObfr Entertainment btrilt’h ' 
SuCharest-snidio- three years- ■ 
agb to chum out 30 of Full " 
Moon's modestly budgeted" ■ 
direct-to video hoiror 
movies (including 

Subspecies, Trancers, 
Dragon World). 

"We’re in the volume 
business, and you get a lot 
more value for the dollar,” 
Band says. 

One of the best current 
examples of "Hollywood 
East” is the new thriller 
Mute- Witness, about an 
American movie crew 
member who stumbles upon 
a snuff film ring. 

This independently pro- 
duced movie’s story once 
unfolded in Chicago. Russia 
proved to be a much more 
affordable setting, so writer- 
director Anthony Waller 
overhauled his script, 
adding a new twist about 
the KGB and making 
Russia's rickety political 
infrastructure part of the 
drama. 

"We could shoot in Russia 
at a fraction of the cost we 
could have in the West,” 
Waller says. “In fact, the 
movie would have been 
u nfit mah le if we had 
remained in the West.” 
Much of the movie was shot 
in the dilapidated govern- 
ment-run Mosfilm Studios, 
and that structure's seedi- 
ness amplified the snuff 
film storyline. 

Filmin g in and around 
Moscow was not a complete 
breeze, though. 

More than 90 crates of 
production equipment legal- 
ly shipped from Munich to 
Moscow was not released 
from customs until Waller 
slipped officials $5,000 
cash and several bottles of 
vodka. 


Leading Russian actor 
Gleg Jankowski j real ised.en 
■"the' eve of*' Rifting 
• -English- ■wasoit ■*'•* good*- 
enough, and many of his 
’lines had to be dubbed. 
Another Russian actor, 
Waller says, had such a drug 
problem he could barely 
stand for his scenes. And 
then there was the first day 
of filming — OcL 4, 1993. 

"I woke up to the sounds 
of explosions and machine- 
gun fire!” says Waller. The 
movie’s start coincided with 
the October Revolution, the 
storming of the Russian par- 
liament building. With only 
minor delays, however, pro- 
duction stayed on track. 

Waller’s film crew includ- 
ed just five Americans, a 
few Germans and more than 
100 Russians (accompanied 
by four interpreters). Waller 
also scored the film in 
Moscow, using a 64-piece 
orchestra. 

The bang-for-your-buck 
magnet also attracted B- 
movie legend Roger 
Corman. Corman’s compa- 
ny filmed two movies for 
cable’s showtime — 
Hellfire and Bram Stoker’s 
.Burial Of The Rats — in 
Moscow. In classic Corman 
style, it was movie sets that 
brought him to Russia. 

In the 1960s, Corman can- 
nibalised used sets from 
The Sound Of Music and 
The Sand Pebbles for bis 
low-budget Sl Valentine’s 
Day Massacre. So when 
Mosfilm President Vladimir 
Dostal recently told Corman 
that Mosfilm was building a 
French provincial city and 
chateau for a historical 
drama, Corman took the 
architectural plans to two 
screeowriting teams and 
told them to create movies 
to match the blueprints. 

After all, Corman thought. 


how often can you get a $1 
million set for free? • : - 

• 1 , ’ , ”We wetts nbt’^ible W&fee 1 ' *.'. 

* advahtagerbf aflQ the RiS^Stl' ' 
locations, but w£" r td6k ~ 
advantage of the sets,” says 
Corman of the back-to-back 
productions. He gave 
Mosfilm the movies’ 
Russian rights as part of the 
deaL 

' "The pictures look very, 
very big,” Corman says. 
"We filmed totally with 
their equipment — some of 
which is not completely up 
to Western standards but is 
good enough.” 

The makers of the long- 
delayed Evita considered 
making the movie in the 
’country in which the story is 
set, but Eastern Europe was 
simply too attractive. To 
bring equipment " into 
Argentina, which has sparse 
production hardware, j 
Cinergi would have to ship 
supplies m from Australia. 

In Budapest, cameras and 
lights can be easily trans- 
ferred from Germany. 

"And you have a look 
there that you would have to ^ 
build in other parts of 
Europe," Feitshans says of 1 
Budapest "For a large part, 
the cities have not been 
taken ove^ by neon lights 
and parking meters — the 
stuff you worry about when 
you’re doing a period film.” 

As opposed to filming in 
the United States, he adds, 
filmmakers are surprisingly 
welcome abroad. 

"You can literally go out 
in the streets .without too 
much trouble,” he says. 
"The government responds 
to you, unlike most of the 
U.S. (major cities). In Los 
Angeles, they defy you to 
make a movie here.” 


Paris talent seeks fame in the vineyards 


By Christopher B ims 

The Associated Ptess 
DURAS, France — . „s the 
sin sets over vin< yards, 
lights go up on a stag# srect- 
ed in front of a clateau, 
where a coquettish vidow 
plays cat-and-mous with 
eager suitors. 

f The audience, a nix of 
Jpeals and tonri ts, is 
delighted by the prt iuction 
under the stars, a l ilarious 
and lively portrayal if Carlo 
Goldoni’s The Shrewd 

Widow. 

While the Festival 

D’ Avignon and its jundreds 


of shows is the best-known 
outdoor event in France, 
there are myriad produc- 
tions whose curtains don't 
fall with the leaves. 

And provincial theatre is 
more than a weary selection 
of campy annual town 
plays, it attracts talent from 
Paris by offering opportuni- 
ty to the up-and-coming. 

"It’s great to walk through 
the fields and past the cows 
and then you’re on the 
stage, in the open air,” said 
actress Marie Piton, who 
brilliantly plays the seduc- 
tive widow Rosaura. 


"And it’s nice to get away 
from Paris for awhile,” she 
said, sipping the local white 
wine as she sat on the front 
of the stage while stage- 
hands started dismantling 
the backdrop. 

The play was pan of the 
annual festival in Duras. an 
hour's drive east of 
Bordeaux, that included 
Baroque and big band 
music, choirs and plenty of 
wine-tasting. 

The theatre company that 
produced the play, Les 
Baladins En Agenais, is 
based in the tiny southwest- 


ern town of Monclar. where 
the troupe lives in a rustic 
dormitory. 

"Even if most of our work 
is in the provinces, we don’t 
have any amateurs,” said 
actor-director Roger Louret, 
45, who was the intensely 
wacky Harlequin in the 
Goldoni play. 

Louret’s company also 
has produced The Twist 
Years, playing at the Folies- 
Bergere in Paris, and be 
says he depends on talent 
from Paris such as Piton 
who are looking for a career 
boost. 


By Michael Thurston 

Agence France Presse 

j PARIS — Even, by .the 
Jj fara6asly ’ ; arf-K»viiig %tai- 
. dards of the Parisians, the 
; stampede- ter get Into^ file 
newly-opened Cezanne ret- 
rospective show in the 
Grand Palais here is some- 
thing to see. 

Days before it opened 
Saturday, queues stretched 
round the block by hope- 
fuls trying to gate-crash 
press viewings. After a 
tempestuous first day, 
organisers Sunday imposed 
reservations-only access 
until after lunch every day. 

Little surprise, since the 
huge show. bringing 
together 180 works from 
five decades in the life of 
the father of modernism, is 
the largest such exhibition 
far 60 years. 

, Connoisseurs will not 
come away disappointed: 
the show includes a host of 
versions of Baigneuses (the 
great bathers) and no fewer 
than 14 versions of the 
“master of Aix’s’" famous 
Mont Sainte Victoire land- 
scape. 

Collections worldwide 
have' been raided for the 
exhibition, which spans 
five decades of his work 
from his dark moody 
beginnings in the 1860s to 
his definitive Les Grandes 
Baigneuses, painted in the 
year of his death in 1906. 

In between are some of 
tbe most famous experi- 
ments in modem art, point- 
ing foe way forward to 
Fauvism, Cubism and 
beyond in works that led 
Picasso to describe him as 
“the father of us all.” 

Held to coincide with tbe 
centenary of his first Paris 
exhibition in 1895, toe 
show is the fruit of a col- 
laboration between foe 
Grand Palais, London’s 
Tate Gallery and 
Philadelphia’s Museum of 
Modern Art. 

The 21. million franc ($4 
million) exhibition runs in 
Paris until January 7, 
before beading off to 
London from February- 
April next year, and 
Philadelphia from May 
until August 

Tbe chronologically- 
arranged show — a coura- 
geous decison, since 
Cezanne was notoriously 
lax in dating his pictures — 
begins in foe less well- 
known realms of his 1860s 
output, where erotic 
themes couple with sombre 
and dramatic painting to 



A woman sitting, waiting patiently while reading a magazine, in the line in 
front of the Grand Palais for the opening day of the Paul Cezanne exhibi- 
tion. This is the biggest retrospective for Cezanne since the 1930s (AFP 
photo) 


produce strongly romantic 
pictures. 

The growing influence of 
Impressionist contempo- 
raries like Pissarro and 
Monet soon lightens the 
provence master’s palette, 
however, and outdoor sub- 
jects begin to abound by 
foe 187(te. 

Tbe exhibition, which 
includes 109 oils, 42 water- 
colours and 26 sketches 
and studies, is divided 
overall into five sections 
corresponding to the 
deeades in Cezanne’s 
career. 

It is not until tbe 1880s 
however that Cezanne’s 
pioneering work really 
takes off, as he combines 
the Impressionists’ lessons 


with experiments in form 
and composition that were 
to prove his most lasting 
gift to 20th century art 

The culmination of 
Cezanne’s career provides 
the piece de resistance of 
the Paris show. Dominating 
the final gallery of the 
Grand Palais, the 1906 
Baigneuses, on loan from 
Philadelphia, is worth foe 
entry ticket on its own. 

But wait, foe show isn’t 
quite over yet. One inter- 
esting aspect of the cente- 
nary retrospective is that 
you don’t have to actually 
go to an art-gallery to expe- 
rience it. 

Through the wonders of 
modem technology, the 
organisers have created a 


CD-ROM, entitled Me, 
Paul Cezanne, which 
allows foe debutant art- 
lover to explore each can- 
vas in intimate detail with- 
out leaving his or her com- 
puter-screen. 

Or for that matter there is 
the create-your-own 
Cezanne: A collection of 
specially-commissioned 
yellow, brown and red 
bowls and jugs, as seen in 
the master’s work. 

.Combined with strategi- 
cally placed apples and 
pears, you can bring 
Cezanne’s still life's to teal 
life. 

Perhaps those in foe enor- 
mous ques outside the 
Grand Palais should be told 
something. 
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could face revenge of the germs, book says 


By Paul Harris 
Reuter 

LONDON — “The revenge 
of the genus 71 could soon be 
upon us. Decades of med- 
ical progress against 
mankind's most deadly ene- 
mies are set to come to an 
end and the world will be 
left defenceless to face a 
wave of new lethal epi- 
demics. 

That's the terrifying 
prospect offered by 
American author Laurie 
Garrett in her book. The 
Coming Plague. 

“We are going to be the 
last generation who. as par- 
ents, don’t have to worry 
about one of our children 
dying of a contagious dis- 
ease." she told Reuters as 
she launched the book in 


Britain. 

Garrett believes that 
explosive population 
growth and rapid industrial- 
isation, coupled with poor 
medical practices, have 
given microbes the upper 
hand in doctors’ battle 
against infectious diseases. 
“We are losing the war 
now,” she said. 

Diseases caused by tiny 
viruses or bacteria invade 
larger host bodies with 
sometimes horrifying 
results — the Ebola virus 
which ravaged the Zairean 
town of Kitwit caused its 
human victims to bleed to 
death through every orifice. 

Harmful diseases are nor- 
mally treated with medi- 
cines such as antibiotics. 
However, bacteria and 
viruses can mutate their 


genetic structure and 
become resistant to drugs. 
Garrett says this has been 
amplified by inefficient use 
of the drugs. 

Antibiotics are wrongly 
prescribed or courses of 
treatments are not complet- 
ed. This leads to bacteria 
living in an environment 
where tire drug is not pre- 
sent in strong enough doses 
to kill them. The result is a 
build up of resistance. 

Garrett says donors are 
running out of options as the 
number of effective drugs 
falls. She calls for drugs to 
be better controlled so their 
effective life-span is extend- 
ed. 

She contends that poor 
urban sanitary conditions in 
many areas of the develop- 


ing world, have meant that 
diseases thought to be under 
control have returned 

Last year pneumonic 
plague broke out in the 
In dian city of Surat and 
300,000 terrified people 

fled the region. In an echo 
of- the plague panics of earli- 
er centuries many countries 
imposed restrictions on 

travel to and from India. 

Others disagree with 

Garrett’s doomsday sce- 

nario. 

Dr. Gordon Cook of the 
St, Pan eras Hospital of trop- 
ical diseases in London 
believes that, while it is 
unlikely manmade drugs 
will ever defeat viruses, 
they will match them in bat- 
tle. 

“Throughout the history 
of life there have been 


Slow-release fluoride ‘builds 
bones ’ without side effects 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A new 
slow-release fluoride pill 
builds bone and reduces 
fractures among women 
who suffer from severe 
osteoporosis, a disorder that 
leaves thousands with brit- 
tle bones and some crippled 
with deformed spines. 

Dr. Charles Y. C. Pak of 
the University of Texas, 
Southwestern Medical 
Centre in Dallas, said the 
new fluoride formula 
caused an increase in spinal 
bone density of more than 4 
per cent annually among 
older women who already 
had seyere osteoporosis, 
making their bone tougher 
and more resistant to injury. 
It also reduced spinal frac- 
tures by about two-thirds. 

A Dr. Pak wai reporting on 
the stu'dy-at a meeting of the ‘ 
'"‘‘ American Society For Bone 
and Mineral Research in 
Baltimore. The study also is 
being published in two peer- 
reviewed journals. 

Dr. Robert Lindsay, presi- 
dent of the National 
Osteoporosis Foundation 
and a professor at the 
Columbia University 
Medical College in New 


York, said Dn Pak’s study is 
"very important” because it 
proves that a proper dose of 
fluoride and calcium, sus- 
tained over time, can reduce 
fracturing. 

"The key is the delivery 
system,” said Dr. Lindsay, 
"ft appears to give sodium 
fluoride in a more sustained 
fashion.” 

Earlier studies found that 
sodium fluoride in combi- 
nation with calcium citrate 
will build bone in women 
with osteoporosis. 

Bui the studies also 
showed that doses of fluo- 
ride strong enough to 
strengthen bones also 
caused toxic side effects in 
the stomach. When high 
doses of fluoride mix with 
normal hydrochloric acid in 
the stomach,, hydrofluoric 
acid, a cotrosive cheinical, 
is formed. 

That’s what they use to 
etch glass,’* said Dr. 
Lindsay. "It caused a lot of 
gastric bleeding.” 

Dr. Pak said the new form 
of fluoride avoids this prob- 
lem by packaging the drug 
in a gelatin capsule that 
does not dissolve until it is 
passed out of the stomach, 
avoiding most of the 


hydrochloric acid effect 
Instead, the pill is slowly 
absorbed in the intestine. 

In a four-year study, Dr. 
Pak used 110 women who 
had all suffered severe bone 
loss, including spontaneous 
vertebrae fractures. The 
women were all past child- 
bearing age, the time in life 
when osteoporosis most 
commonly stakes. On aver- 
age. the women had lost 30 
per cent of the density in 
their backbones. Dr. Pak 
said. 

Half of the women were 
put on a programme of tak- 
ing the sodium fluoride pill 
along with calcium citrate. 
The other half were given 
calcium citrate and a place- 
bo that resembled the fluo- 
ride pill. 

After four years. Dr. Pak 
said '85.4 per cent of the 
women’ on fluoride had 
experienced no more spinal 
fractufes. Among those on 
placebo, 56.9 per cent 
escaped fractures. 

Spinal density increased 
by more than 4 per cent 
annually and hip bone den- 
sity by 2.4 per cent annually 
among those on fluoride. 
The increase was less than I 
per cent annually for 


women taking only calcium 
citrate. 

Dr. Pak said other studies 
with the new fluoride pill 
show that the increase in 
bone density is even more 
dramatic for women whose 
osteoporosis has not yet 
become severe. "The mes- 
sage is to start therapy 
early,” he said. 

Osteoporosis affects about 
25 million American 
women. It usually develops 
after menopause when nat- 
ural estrogen, a protective 
hormone, is no longer pro- 
duced. 

The disease causes bones 
to lose minerals and become 
light and brittle. 
Spontaneous fractures are 
common in severe cases. 
The so-called dowager’s 
hump, in which pan of the 
spine has collapsed, is a-fre- 
quent sign of advanced dis- 
ease. 

Slow-release fluoride pills 
used in the study are not 
available for general use, 
but Mission Pharmacol Co. 
of San Antonio, which 
developed the drug, has 
applied for Food and Drug 
Administration approval to 
market the product. 
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LITERALLY SPEAKING 
By Penni Singleton 
ACROSS 


1 TiBtesh coach 
6 Spal 

10 No longer currem 
14 Owns 

17 Errana rumors 
19 Rrtfwnrd. often 

21 SUMhrmly 

22 Gudonian nolo 

23 MnJw room lor an 
Jtbc? 

I 25 — hong etui 

(crowd me 
ctaiheshneT) 

27 "My — ■ i naval by 
Virata Gather) 

28 Ridas Uhj naves 

30 ta — ire ihe extern 
than 

31 War irucnnos 
33 Pen spools 

35 Mourn — . Bolivia 
38 Loins fttirtneso 
3? Superficial 
ftn&orw 

DOWN 

1 Taj Manai ertv 

2 Wow type 

3 Throw — (get 
encried) 

4 Swpcftos 

5 Sphere of action 

6 Amda 

T Thus* employed 
ta su« 

B Bakers' Mapta 
6 Small blossom 

10 Churn 

11 Ses . 

12 Brady 

13 Made ol throe 
pans 

14 "Do i — Walt; 1 " 

13 — onto 

(suddenly! 

16 Lain American 

dance music 


41 They pick up (he 
labs 

43 Year Sp. 

44 Socand helping. 
_ 

48 — By 
47 ■— DatT (TV 
senesi 

51 — work icaroofl 
54 Fraberg and Getz 
56 Mfesol rrwnes 
5B siraigod 
nstiumani 
59 Pronto 
61 Side hard rto 
wcwwoew? 

64 Whole bunch 

65 PLnd tabnc 

66 Piarksi Pwor 

67 "Of — f wng- 

68 Pr<l occupant 

69 Port* and Lahr 
71 hrgrvhanors 
73 Parade proudly 


18 Smart 

2 0 &ds 
24 MusJm 
physicians 
26 Ol loot bones 
29 Sheath 
32 Laziness 
34 Most 

Muslim prayer 

37 Boram Or Baker 

38 Prefer 
bankruptcy? 

40 FVacfieas 
42 Serous ol tho 
Pentaleuch 

45 agreomom 

46 Spnna over a 

Sptmglieid'J 
■S3 Amerind 
58 McEnliro ol song 
52 Being Sp 


75 — dtam 
77 Greek god 
79 Exclamation ol 
disdain 

BO Moved by smu 
degieea 

83 Zooacstgn 

84 Paml wipes one 
portal? 

6 ? Edible aak 
66 Cammochous 
basis 

SO Mere male? 

91 Looft into more 

man necessary 

93 Cargo Ihrown 

overboard 

94 MOSCOW 
neganvee 

96 Dr? 

98 Co mm otion 

99 Indian 
100 Ransomed 
103 Did in 


S3 Bo ode ol Egypi 
55 Coarse blankets 
57 Vinerjansh 

60 CaiCh 

•52 — choice tno 
auomonve) 

63 Bn Ol Com 
70 Peaceful 
72 Sorouta 

74 western school 
tenors 

75 Strategy 
Uneamv 

78 Meryl 0> movies 

61 Poetry Muse 
B2 UnrtS ot tone 
05 Woody 

86 Makes muddy 
69 Take long 
slops 

92 Sermonize 


Diagramless, 17 x 17 
By Frances Burton 


105 Slaughter 

106 ILdiy 

100 Discussion gimp 

111 Leaves pan 

113 H Is — wrapped 
in a mystery " 
IChuroft*) 

115 Lustrous, old style 

117 Good 

sportsmanship 

121 Do reconstroOive 
eurperv? 

123 Budd a ramp? 

125 SauH — Mode 

126 In a male of 
awareness 

127 View 

128 A — the dark (wed 
guess) 

129 Auction end 

130 Marsupub. 
bnolly 

131 Loathe 

132 B«f sound 


85 Order 
87 Jeans 

101 PanoJFDR 

102 Disconnect 

104 Telegrams 

105 In — Ihetduya 
Thud parry) 

106 BAtards shot 

107 Speech! ly 

108 —and onions 
110 — bolt from the 

blue 
112 hywe 
114 Outside prel 
116 Headway 

1 18 -itesMe— ' 

119 TVsMcCturg 

120 P avion 

122 Early momng 
goddess 
124 gadget 



1 Arch ijvor 

22 Ho haa j mag* 

39 Bonitas 

£0 Slovenly 

E PlK-n-, 

lOT'O 

4 1 Emphatic Spomsh 

51 Loalhc 

'& “"no or o-irr.' 

25 4Lui<a aio 

agioerrwwv 

55 ft corn twlore 

12 TTyll — "tsonqi 

SB Po<-i 7 S 

42 Slioduid-on- — 

Itir Mm 

'3 BVjjh tt-.-rich 

31 "V.'r.wi i wa, _ - 

43 Mu-jcal 

EC- Fud njme n 

14 £,lwi 

7? Lo-VUl- 

soro Bow non 

Cuba 

1 £ Ttwgram 

33 Srtirmi 

44 Romanic quality 

S? Curtain tails 

IT. Come r ■. *711 

35 Sni.W s Cos 

44 Small hound* 

60 ProsooiQ's 

1 B '.'or, iv-n.j 

3o Df-.-J -xi 

48 OiuiMOns ol 

snrvanl 

venq 

3? Crash 

hrelnfV 

61 Mgftl soundt 

19 Cfjrsirvi 

16 Onr?? — fcduu 

49 Editorial 

62 SmcKH Doha 

Z f ScsTiiftn 

moan 

cartoons! 

63 Sword 


DOWN 

1 Emm lire 1 1 Comorcd 26 " — Doesnl Lrw u kaiuie and Min 

2 Tram 13 Lover Here Anymore* 45 Scnool dances 

3 AamsaJilLirT 17 French 27 Food for oaeftin 47 Partab 

4 Working governesses 2*9 Psnerao holders GO Indian garment 

uiwouneorwii 16 Prod 30 Qpora vaeo si Fngmiui 

word 19 1 cannot lek 33 Fair 52 anger Adams 

5 Empty 20 — P\U*J 34 Odorrse native 53 Golfer * gadgets 

6 Shard 21 Speak sharply lo 36 Ccnwruclcfl 54 She ft 

7 Saucer shaped 22 Before. Orel 37 Edges 55 Nub 

bell 23*— Throe 4Q — mo wiong way 56 Few and — 

8 E«n«1 Luos' nmtafoi between 

OGtfamadol 24 Nothmg 41 Pnnrng oirecson 58tfancdir 

10 Tctjli 25 DeptclK 42 Whahi burner 59 Policeman 

SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



Lael Week’* CrypUyrint 

I. Laughing hyena chuckled m he takes bicycle belonging to 
a nice little boy. s 

SL High school graduate can't spell -cal." but he's culturally 
unbiased and politically correct. 

3. IT at firm you can succeed, you must try to hide your 
astonishment. 

4. Stupid sign at carriirg place: -Ears pierced while yon 

I* there another way? 

C R YPTOG RAMS 

1. HXR PGKTtVXMX ZOVVW PVNYK RX'IX KG IX 

POHVPNV. MECSWX M E V H T W NIX NVRNOW 
RlnHT! -By KX.Doyk 

2. X DTS NO A1.I. AXY7.A THE HOOES. NKA 
X'D II II Ta THE axes ohlkyz. 

— By Duane IL Metlogy 

3. NIK IKSLKB MYCUH AC 1 a BABVKID SCO At! 

WE LONti TWXXBYBKA X Y r L IYYBEABT 

TBUBDCMLBKA? -By Frank N.Stdo 

4. MT F.XIIM1.K XB PAXO AUG EtiRGMI EYOG 
E A I.TMGBORG BUYTIME TXOKROP? 

— By Ed Hu(Ulrw 


plagues and we don’t know 
what’s going to come up 
next. But wifi medical tech- 
nology we can keep pace 
with it,” he says. 

Garrett says humans now 
exist in such qumbers that 
they have spread to areas of 
the world where previously 
unknown, and lethal, virus- 
es lurk. 

This lies behind the emer- 
gence of Ebola and the 
equally devastating 

Machupo virus in Bolivia, 
she says. 

Ebola surfaced in Zaire 
earlier this year in an epi- 
demic that killed more than 
200 people and hit headlines 
around the world. Its death 
rate was about SO per cenL 

Cook says most of these 
viruses are not new. Rather 


it is medical advances that 
have allowed them to be 
accurately diagnosed and so 
“discovered". “They are not 
new diseases. They have 
clearly been there for a very 
long time,” he says. 

But Garrett, who wit- 
nessed the Ebola outbreak, 
says that misses the point. 
Modem methods of trans- 
port and mass migrations in 
search of woik have rapidly 
multiplied die number of 
people who can be exposed 
to a disease. 

The black death, -which 
may have wiped out up to a 
third of Europeans in the 
14th century, travelled from 
its Asian heartland on slow 
moving trading caravans 
and ships. 

Now, via aircraft, a human 


carrier can spread a poten- 
tially deadly virus from one 
continent to another in 24 
hours."What is new is the 
threat of a global village, 
Garrett says. 

She says change must 
come soon if medical sci- 
ence is to thwart a viral 
attack. Attitudes of patients 
and doctors towards antibi- 
otics must shift from over 
use to conservation, she 
says. 

Governments’ spending 
on health must rise and 
greater efforts should be put 
into establishing a “rapid 
reaction force” to combat 
outbreaks of disease any- 
where in the world. 

Garrett says she resents 
being labelled a “prophet of 
doom” and insists the mea- 


sures she advocates would 
succeed. Failure to act, she 
warns, could be rewarded 
bv dire consequences. 

'She believes the next great 
plague is most likely to be 
an influenza-type illness, in 

191 S- 19 an influenza epi- 
demic swept the world, 
killing up to 20 million peo- 
ple. 

“Influenza antibiotics are 
weakening in efficacy. 
Influenza undergoes genetic 
mutation all the time. It's 
pan of its basic mechanism 
of survival,” she says. 

If her suggestions are 
acted upon there is room for 
optimism. Garrett says. 

“It depends a great deal on 
whether these plans are 
funded and taken seriously. 
If not, what I see is very 
grim.” 


Study: Smoke-free workplaces 
greatly reduce health risks 


By Brenda C Coleman 
The Associated Press 
CHICAGO — Researchers 
sampled the air in work- 
places that allow smoking 
and found that contraiy to 
the tobacco industry’s 
claims, workers are exposed 
to dangerous levels of sec- 
ondhand smoke. 

Nicotine levels in the 
offices, cafeterias and other 
workplaces were more than 
triple the amount consid- 
ered hazardous by U.S. reg- 
ulatory standards, the 
researchers found in what is 
believed to be the largest 
srudy on secondhand smoke 
in the workplace. 

"The tobacco industry 
says work exposures are 
trivial compared to home 
exposures.” said lead 
researcher S. Katharine 
Hammond, an associate 
professor in public health at 
the University of California 
•auBeFtafley. *Ari'd'this paper 
says that’s clearly not true.” 

A spokesman for the 
tobacco industry said the 
study’s methods were faulty 
and its conclusions contra- 


dict other research. 

The findings appear in the 
latest issue of the Journal of 
the American Medical 
Association. The study was 
conducted in 

Massachusetts, when Dr. 
Hammond worked at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School in 
Worcester. 

The researchers placed 25 
fiber disks treated to react to 
nicotine at each of 25 work 
sites, including fire stations, 
newspaper publishing facil- 
ities, textile drying plants 
and various manufacturing 
plants. The disks were left 
for a week in offices, cafete- 
rias and production areas. 

Nicotine levels ranged 
from 8.6 microgrammes per 
cubic metre of air in open 
offices where smoking was 
allowed to 1.3 micro- 
grammes' .where .. smoking 
was restricted - and 0J 
micrograms where smoking 
was banned. In non-office 
areas, the levels were 2.3 
microgrammes, 0.7 micro- 
grammes and 0.2 micro- 
grammes, respectively. 


Exposure to an average of 
2.3 micrograraraes of nico- 
tine per cubic metre of air 
for eight hours a day over 
40 years creates a lung can- 
cer risk of three in 10.000. 
the researchers said, citing 
previous research. 

Secondhand smoke is 
believed to have an even 
greater affect on heart dis- 
ease. Studies have estimated 
that secondhand smoke may 
cause 30,000 to 50.000 U.S. 
nonsmokers to die each year 
from heart disease, com- 
pared with 3,000 similar 
deaths from lung cancer, the 
researchers said. 

Tom Lauria. a spokesman 
for the Tobacco Institute, a 
Washington-based trade 
group, said Dr. Hammond’s 
method of monitoring at 
fixed locations failed to 
account for varying 
amounts of time employees 
actually spebx ar those loca-. 
dans. . - . 

To measure workplace- 
exposure properly, both 
concentration and length of 
exposure must be mea- 
sured,” he said. 


Other research has found; 
much lower workplace con-’ 
centrations. Mr. Lauria 
added, citing a study by Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory 
in 16 cities. 

"Preliminary results from 
the Oak Ridge study show 
os much as 13 times less 
exposure in the workplace 
than at other locations,” Ml 
L auria said. “ 

He also said it has not 
been scientifically' estab- 
lished that secondhand 1 
smoke contributes to lung- 
cancer, as the government- 1 
says. 

the Environmental^ 
Protection Agency in 1993^ 
classified secondhand- 

smoke as a serioui cancer 
threat and issued guidelines -: 
urging every U.S. company? 
to have a policy protecting]* 
nonsmokers from jivolun-'.' 
tary exposure. 

Dr. Hammond said the.; 
Oak Ridge study has not yet 
been published in a identify • 
ic journal and subjected to" 
review by experts. 


Drugs ’cocktail' may help 
AIDS victims live longer 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — A combina- 
tion of two AIDS drugs can 
help- HIV victims live much 
longer than one drug used 
alone, a team of internation- 
al researchers reported 

The finding, announced 
by Britain’s Medical 
Research Council, indicated 
that combining the common 
AIDS drug AZT 
(Zidovudine) with either of 
two other similar drugs 
reduced the death rate by up 
to 38 per cent over two 
years. 

It added to growing evi- 
dence that a “cocktail” of 
drugs can be effective 
against the HTV virus that 
causes AIDS. 

The results were so over- 
whelming the researchers 
rushed to publish their find- 
ings while in the middle of 
the study. 

“It’s a surprising finding,” 
said Dl Tim Peto, a special- 
ist in infectious diseases ar 
John Radcliffe Hospital in 
Oxford. England, and one 
of the coordinators of the 
study. 

These drugs — AZT and 
the cousins of AZT, which 
people had been becoming a 
little depressed about — if 
you give two drugs togeth- 
er, they work welL" 

Another coordinator, Dr 
Brian Gazzard of London’s 
Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital, said HIV patients 
starting thug treatment 
should take the combination 
straight away. 

“We felt that in general 
doctors should know and 
the public shoold know this 
is true,” he said. “I think 
what’s clear is that people 
now starting therapy should 
start on combinations.” 

The so-called Delta Trial, 
which started in 1992, 
involved more than 3,000 


' people with HTV in Britain, 
Ireland, Australia, France, 
Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands and 

Switzerland. . 

They were randomly 
assigned one of three differ- 
ent treatments — AZT 
alone, AZT with Didanosine 
(DDI) or AZT with 
Zaldtabine (DDQ — all 
similar drugs that attack fie 
AIDS virus’s ability to work 
and replicate itself. 

Of fie patients who had 
never taken AZT before, 17 
per cent who took AZT 
alone died, compared with 
10 per cent who took AZT 
wifi DDI and 12 per cent 
who took AZT with DDC. 

Dl Peto said the 
researchers would be look- 
ing urgently at why this 
should be. 

“A good analogy would 
be tuberculosis,” he said. “If 
you take one drug alone it 
doesn’t work. You have to 
take three drugs to get a 
good result" 

Britain’s Medical 

Research Council (MRO, 
which helped oversee the 
research, said in a state- 
ment “This represents a 
substantial benefit in favour 
of both combination therapy 
regimes and in light of this 
the trial has been stopped 
early” 

The second group of 
patients had been taking 
AZT already. In this group, 
death rates did not differ 
significantly. 

‘The combined results 
yield a reduction in mortali- 
ty of about 25 per cent in 
favour of combination ther- 
apy.’’ the MRC said, adding 
that the reason the second 
group did not respond as 
well was not clear. 

Earlier trials have shown 
that Glaxo Wellcome PLCs ' 
AZT, when used alone, did 
not help HTV patients live 


longer. 

Researchers have been 
studying the effects of a 
variety of drugs on HIV. and 
a series of reports point to 
using a mixture. 

U.S. research published 
earlier, this month also 
showed that AZT worked 
better when combined with 
DDI, made by Bristol- 
Myers Squibb under the 
name of Videx and DDC, 
made by Hoffmann-La 
Roche, a unit of Roche 
Holding Ltd. 

The National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (MAID) studied 
2500 HIV-infected people 
and found the combined 
treatments helped prevent 
several of the serious conse- 


quences of HIV infection,, 
and helped patients live', 
longer. 

“I think the next step is to . 
compare this to other avail- 
able combinations," said Dr ; 
Gazzard. 

Wellcome has been testing; c 
another “cousin" of AZT ' 
known as 3TC or ‘ 
Lamivudine, while several r ; 
companies are working on af. 
class of drugs known as' 
Protease (or Proteinase);. 
Inhibitors. ;; 

The three drugs used in-^ 
the findings are all versions'-, 
of a class of drug known as _ u 
antiretroviral drugs. They." 
target the ability of human- ; 
immunodeficiency virus '■ 
(HfV) to replicate itself. ■ ' 


ANSWERS 

REFRESH YOUR MEMORY 

\ m ^ OU A / L 9 1 2 '‘-' " K 30 E syptian novelist. 

tj hduilah Ibp AI-Hussem (1SS2-1951). King of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordah 
3. Volmlre (1694-1778). a French man of letters. 

Jtv SJT'Si Lesseps ( 1 805-1894), a French engi- 
neer who built the Suez Canal 

(1S ®-1948). an Indian nation- 
abst and leader of reform within Hinduism. 

(1879-1955), a physicist of 
German birth, naturalised American in 1940. 

bank of knowledge 

\ ca Pyhara of South America. 

2. Queen Charlotte, wife of George III 

3. Rome. 

4. Henry VI (1440). 

5. On the Panama Canal. 

6. London University in 1878 

7. A charm (or chirm). 


First dart single 
Second dan double 
Third dart treble 


PUZZLES 
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Welfare luring Ireland’s urban poor to repopulate rural west 


By Karin Davies 
The Associated Press 


KILMIHIL — Fleeing with 
her family from the crime. 

■ drugs ana poverty of Dub- 
p lin, Sharon Murray was at 

* first a fearful pioneer in an 
experiment to resettle the 
urban poor in rural Western 
Ireland. 

The wind howled in win- 
ter. With no buses and no 
car she had to hitchhike to 
' buy food. The thick country 
b accent was hard to under- 
stand. and relatives were 
far away in the bustling city. 

“You’d put your nose out 
■’the door (at night) and it 
would be pitch black,” the 
[ 29-year-old mother of three 
o recalls. 

•- A year later, Mrs. Mur- 

■ ray and her husband are off 
welfare and have steady in- 

. comes and a new rented 
home. Their children are 
thriving. 

* “Now I have a car, Shar- 
lon has a car and I’ve 
opened a shop,” said Larry 
Murray. “Everyone’s so 
friendly here. In Dublin 
you keep to yourself, here 
you can’t.” 

They are among the 194 
^families that have been 


helped to move to rural 
villages, mostly in sparsely 
populated Western Ireland. 

Not everyone adjusts to 
• country life. So far, 29 fami- 
lies have returned to cities, 
disillusioned with country 
life, lonely or even split by 
the strain. Continued prob- 
lems with drug and alcohol 
abuse contributed to some 
failures, said Paul Murphy, 
who runs the programme. 
Rural Resettlement Ire- 
land. 

But 3.630 families are on 
the waiting list to move 
west, waiting four years or 
more for their turn. 

Rural decline is wide- 
spread in Europe. The 
number of form workers in 
the 15-member European 
Union has fallen by 5 mil- 
lion since 1975, largely due 
to mechanisation. As young 
people leave the country- 
side for better opportuni- 
ties, so do shops, services 
and schools. 


• 

The resettlement prog- 
ramme was the brainchild 
of Jim Connolly, a sculptor 
who works on a wild, wind- 
swept finger of land be- 
tween the River Shannon 
.and the Atlantic. He won- 
dered why this beautiful but 


empty landscape couldn’t 
be filled with poor families 
from overcrowded Dublin. 

Work is scarce, but there 
isn’t much in cities either. 

- Mr. Connolly thought. Ire- 
land’s unemployment rate 
is 14.6 per cent, the second 
worst in the European Un- 
ion after Spam. 

People are on the dole.” 
Mr. Connolly said. “People 
in a no-hope situation can 
move and have nothing to 
lose.” 

They can receive welfare 
just as easily in rural areas, 
and give their children a 
clean, safe environment 
and uncrowded classrooms 
— and perhaps improve 
-themselves, Mr. Connolly 
decided. 

When he shared his idea 
on a popular radio talk 
show in 1990. the response 
was immediate. Families 
packed their bags and some 
turned up unannounced at 
the bus stop in his village. 
Mr. Connoly found houses 
for them. 


He says the “blow ins” — 
as newcomers are nick- 
named — are reinvigorating 
. Western 'Ireland. 

“It’s like dropping a peb- 
ble in a pool.” Mr. Connol- 


ly said. “The ripples go out 
in all directions as the fami- 
lies begin to integrate. They 
spend money at shops, con- 
tributed to music, drama 
and youth groups. Their 
children keep schools 
open.” - - 

But Kate Ryder, a re- 
searcher at Queen’s Uni- 
versity of Belfast who is 
studying the programme, 
said the economic benefit to 
villages appears to be slight. 

“The only Thing that I felt 
was benefiting was maybe 
the local shop... but not 
really anything other than 
that.” Ms. Ryder said. 

Dole cheeks average 125 
pounds ($200) a week, and 
61 per cent of recipients pay 
rents of 21 pounds to 30 
pounds ($34 to $50) a week, 
- and most of what is left goes 
for food, heat, light, trans- 
portation and telephone 
calls, she said. 

Mr. Murphy, the prog- 
ramme's administrator, 
counters that resettled 
families have brought an 
extra 1.2 million pounds 
($1.92 million) to the areas 
where they have been reset- 
tled, including 600,000 
pounds ($960,000) spent to 
buy houses this year. 


The arrival of new fami- 
lies also has kept village 
schools and churches open, 
and required the hiring of 
extra teachers. 

Despite significantly 
higher rents and food 
prices, poorer housing and 
services, all 30 settlers sur- 
veyed in a 1993 study 
viewed moving to western 
Ireland as beneficial. 

In five years, rural reset- 
tlement Ireland has grown 
from a comer of Connolly’s 
back porch to a portable 
office in Kilbaha. on the top 
of loop head. 250 
kilometres (160 miles) west 
of Dublin. 

Three-quarters of admi- 
nistrative costs are paid by 
the Irish government. 
Donations, mostly from 
America, cover the remain- 
ing expenses. The Amer- 
ican Irish fund, headed by 
Tony O'Reilly, chief of 
H.J. Heinz Co.', is expected 
to contribute $100,000 this - 
year. 

The office is run by Mr. 
Murphy, a former Dublin 
bus driver whose family was 
the second to be resettled 
by Mr. Connolly. Now, the 
only traffic jam he sees is a 
herd of cows. 


Mr. Murphy matches 
landlords who had de- 
spaired of renting vacant 
houses with urban families. 
The numbers underscore 
the challenge: In 1841, be- 
fore the potato famine, 
loop head had 13.000 peo- 
ple. Just 1300 people live 
there now. 

Despite the high vacancy 
rate, Mr. Murphy said his 
job was tough at first. “It’s 
easier now that "blow-ins’ 
have settled and been 
accepted. Landlords used 
to ask, "are they on drugs?’ 
and ‘will they rob us?’“ 

Even after housing is 
found, not all moves are 
successful. 

Mr. Niamh 'Mackenzie 
and her husband left Kil- 
ladysert. 210 kilometres 
(130 miles) southwest of 
Dublin, after IS months be- 
cause their dream of start- 
ing a business foiled, and 
they found life in the coun- 
try too costly. 

“It was more expensive 
for us because we didn't 
have a car and we were 
shopping at the local shops, 
which are dearer,” said Mr. ' 
Mackenzie, 26. “The public 
transport system in the west 
is poor... and the cost of 


buses is outrageous.” 

They're now living in 
Bray, 16 kilometres (10 
miles) south of Dublin, 
where their bakery busi- 
ness. cakes of distinction, is 
taking off. 

Of those who have 
stayed, about half of the 
parents have found at least 
part-time work, and about 
15 per cent are in retraining 
programmes. They've a (so 
taken on volunteer posts 
like choir director, soccer 
coach, arts and crafts in- 
structor. 

Mr. Brian Harvey, a gov- 
ernment consultant who 
studied the programme, 
said it has “achieved much 
in 3 very short period of 
time.” and is unlike any- 
thing else in Europe. 

While retirees and mid- 
dle class commuters have 
revived parts of rural 
Europe. Ireland's program- 
me targets the poor and 
attacks two crises, urban 
crowding as well as rural 
decline, he said. 

The Murrays are among 
rural resettlement's succes- 
•ses. 

The family of five recent- 
ly moved from an old. iso- 
lated farmhouse into a 
modern, three-bedroom 


place in the village of Kilmi- 
hil. Within a year, they 
hope to buy rather than 
rent their home. 

The eldest of three chil- 
dren. Laurence. 7, has blos- 
somed with the attention he 
gets in school — his two- 
teacher school has just 27 
students, compared to as 
many as 37 per teacher in 
Dublin. 

Larry Murray, who was 
jobless in Dublin, rented 
space to op>en a tiling busi- 
ness and recently won a 
contract to retile a school. 
Mrs. Murray sells skin-care 
products in her spare time. 

In Dublin, after a four- 
year wait, the Gelston fami- 
ly recently reached the top 
of rural resettlement's wait- 
ing list of 3.500 families, the 
family of six, plus four* 
hens, rooster, cat and dog, 
moved to county Mayo. 

As they prepared to leave 
Dublin, gritty soot drifted - 
from a tire factory across a 
railway line into the Gel- 
stons' backyard. Chickens 
scratched in a dirt patch 
hemmed by brick walls. 

‘"There's’ really nothing 
here for the kids — or for 
us,” said Jackie Gelston, 
31. “We're not leaving 
much.” 
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Suharto at 74: In complete control and looking 

at another term 


Ay Kenneth L. Whiting 

T The Associated Press 
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JAKARTA — His suppor- 
ters do not shout out for “five 
mpre years” — that would be 
considered brash in conserva- 
tive Indonesia — but ail in- 
dications are that President 
Suharto plans another term 
starting in 1998. 

-After presiding over 29 
years of . economic growth 
and enforced political con- 
formity, there is no dear sign . 
of,! when Asia’s longest- 
serving leader might, step 
down or who might succeed 
hifn. ; 

- He has been in control so 
long, and his influence is so 
strong, that the succession 
question casts a shadow over 
every important issue in the 
world’s fourth most populous 
countiy. 

At age 74 and in apparent 
good health. President 


Suharto appears at the peak 
of his official power and no 
longer drops coy bints about 
stepping down. 

He was reelected un- 
opposed in 1993 by the Peo- 
ple's Consultative Assembly, 
in theory the country's top 
policy-making body. In fact, 
Mr. Suharto rules through 
cabinet ministers and depart- 
ment heads directly responsi- 
ble to him. 

The son of a poorly edu- 
cated farmer, Mr. Suharto 
enjoys a reputation for per- 
sonal. integrity. But his chil- 
dren - have been accused of 
taking advantage of the fami- 
ly's name and connections to' 
enrich themselves through 
government contracts and 
official monopolies. 

A former opposition law- 
maker, Sri Bin tang Pamung- 
kas, frequently raised ques- 
tions about government cor- 
ruption and called in 1994 for 
a limit on presidential terms. 


“Democracy has been 
dying for a long time,” Mr. 
Pamungkas said earlier this 
year, before he was expelled- 
from parliament at the re- 
quest of bis own party. • 

He bad become a liability 
because of his accusations 
that Mr. Suharto stamped out ' 
dissent by constantly invok- 
ing the need for national uni- * 
ty, one of the five principles'* 
of the official state ideology, 
“Pancasila.” The other 
planks are monotheism, 
humanitarian ism, democracy 
by consensus and social jus- 
tice. ^ . 

Questioning Pancasila is 
political suicide in Indonesia 
and accusing someone of 
doing so is a snre way to 
discredit them. 

Since there is no obvious 
successor to Mr. Suharto, 
much interest is focused on 
the vice president, who 
would take power if he died 
in office. 


General Try Sutrisno, for- 
mer armed forces chief, now 
holds the mostly ceremonial 
position. Gen. Try, 59, is the 
sixth vice president to serve 
under Mr. Suharto and none 
of his predecessors was 
allowed a second term. 

Sudomo, chairman of Mr. 
Suharto’s supreme advisory 
council, hinted at the same 
treatment for try when he 
said in may that the president 
preferred a civilian as his next 
vice president. 

. Potential vice presidential 
candidates among civilians 
include Research and Tech- 
nology Minister B j. Habibie 
and Information Minister 
Harmoko. 

Anotber possibility is 
businesswoman Siti Hardi- 
janti “Tutut” Rukmana, Mr. 
Suharto's eldest daughter, 
who is a member of the ruling 
Golkar Party’s executive 
committee. 

Who eventually succeeds 


Mr. Suharto may be less im- 
portant than how it happens, 
because Indonesia has never 
had a peaceful political tran- 
sition in 50 years of inde- 
pendence. 


Mr. Suharto, a career sol- 
dier, rose to power after 
crushing a communist-backed, 
coup against his predecessor. 
President Sukarno, in 1965. 
About 300,000 people, most- 
ly ethnic Chinese, died in the 
turmoil accompanying Mr. 
Suharto's takeover. 


transformed itself from the 
world’s largest rice importer 
to self-sufficiency in the sta- 
ple food by 1984. 

Mr. Suharto’s supporters 
say the authoritarian nature 
of his “new order” govern- 
ment created the stability 
that allowed Indonesia to 
prosper. 


His achievement since-then 
-has been to .weld together-a 
country of. 13,677 islands 
whose 200 million people 
range from an American edu- 
cated elite to near-stone age 
tribes. 

Starting with an economy 
near collapse at the end of 
the Sukarno era, Mr. Suharto 
has built up an industrial base 
with oil wealth and protective 
trade barriers. Indonesia also 


Stability has come at a 
price, however. Most politic- 
al activity has been stifled or, 
as in elections every five 
years, carefully controlled. 

: Police permits are required 
for meetings of more than 
five people, a relic. of Dutch 
colonial rule. The press exer- 
cises self-censorship under 
the threat of closure. 


Indonesia was widely criti- 
cised for the army’s massacre 
of unarmed protesters in East 
Timor in 1991, but it rejects 
Western insistence on a ang- 
le worldwide concept of hu- 
man rights. 


nger 


Promotion of diplomacy urged 


fContiancd from page 12) 
roundtable .conferences and 
the organisation of Jordan 
Week in Japan. > 

The first roundtable con- 
ference was held to discuss 
the human dimension of the 
unfolding Middle East peace 
process. This took place in 
November 1994, and brought 
a variety of people of interna- 
tional stature and experience 
to^ Amman for two days to 
explore the issue of how the 
high politics of the peace 
process affected ordinary 
pqbple, the ID statement 
sad. 

. The second roundtable 
conference, held in Decem- 
ber of 1994, discussed the 
issue of Islam, the West, 
Rights and Human Rights. It 
Jas co-organised with Rights 
and Humanity, a human 1 
rights advocacy organisation 
based in the U.K. and 
-Switzerland, and brought 


together human rights advo- 
cates. diplomats, parlia- 
mentarians and academics 
from around the world, the 
ID statement said. 

Jordan Week in Japan, 
which took place in May 
1995, included* many activi- 
ties, but had as .its core a 
one-day symposium on 
Jordanian-Japanese rela- 
tions, co-organised with the 
Middle East Institute of 
Japan, and a discussion of 
Japanese -policies vis-a-vis 
Jordan and die wider Middle . 
East. 

The institute is now 
embarking on work on the 
formation of a curriculum 
and plans to approach the 
endeavour of acquiring and 
disseminating knowledge at 
international affairs in three 
ways: through teaching and 
training, the establishment of 
a data base, and study and 
research. Committees have 


been formed to consider the 
curriculum and study plans, 
the data base and library, and 
financial and administrative 
affairs, the ID statement 
said. 

A building for the institute 
has been acquired. 

Six books are being pre- 
pared, one in English and 
one in Arabic on each of the 
three -conferences. 


The ID itself has also taken 
an active role in international 
conferences, notably the Di- 
plomacy 2000 conference 
held by the Diplomatic 
Academy in London in April 
1995, the annual conference 
of the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies (IISS) at 
the Hofburg in Vienna 
(September 1995), and the 
annual meeting of the direc- 
tors and deans of diplomatic 
academics and institutes of 
international relations at the 
Diplomatic Academy — also 
in Vienna and also in 
September of this year. 



lying in the street, one 
sprawled from a car with its 
lights still on. A Comorian 
motorcycle driver carrying 
French photographer Patrick 
Durand of the Sygma agency 
also was shot and killed, but 
it was not clear who had 
attacked the pair. 

Mr. Durand was injured in 
the leg when the motorcycle 
crashed. Another French 
journalist, Christophe 
Gautier of VSD magazine, 
was shot in the leg in another 
incident and taken to the 
French embassy. A civilian 
woman slightly wounded by a 
gunshot wound in the pelvis 
aim was being cared for at 
the French embassy. 

In the 1978 takeover, De- 
nard placed Ahmad Abdul- 
lah Abdul Rahman in the 
presidency and commanded 
the presidential guard. He 
was ousted by the French 
shortly after Abdullah's 1989 
assassination, in which De- 
nard was suspected. 

Denard had been living 
quietly in France since 1993, 
when he was given a five-year 
suspended sentence in France 
for trying to overthrow the 
Marxist government of Benin 
in 1977. He remains under a 
death sentence in Benin. 


Iraq rejects partial oil sale 


(Continued from page 1) 

efforts to mobilise resources 
to belp the situation,” he told 
reporters. 


Russian cooperation 


Iraqi officials ^are in Mos- 
cow to discuss implementing 
an agreement with Russian 
oO companies to develop the 
Iraqi A1 Quma oil field, Rus- 
sian ofl sources said. 

.The agreement, which was 
signed on July 3, covers de- 
velopment of the oilfield in 
the south of Iraq once the 
United Nations has removed 
sanctions currently applied 
against Iraq. 

The biggest Russian oil 
company, Lukoil, has won 
responsibility for 70 per cent 
of the work. The 
Zarubezhneft and Mashi- 
noimport companies, each 
won 15 per cent. 

Executives at Lukoil de- 
clined to confirm that the 
Russians were in Moscow 
and did not make any com- 
ment. 

When the agreement was 
signed, Russian oil sources 
said that a feasibility study 
would have to be carried out 
by the end of this year, rais- 
ing the possibility that the 
arrangements for the project 
might be delayed. 


Before the United Nations 
adopted sanctions against 
Iraq, Mashmoimport had be- 
gun work on 60 per cent of 
the first stage of the project 
at a cost of about $280 mil- 
lion. 

Much of Iraq’s trade was 
with Russia it now owes Mos- 
cow S10-S16 billion. 

Moscow is applying press- 
ure for an easing of the 
embargo and iu June made a 
preliminary agreement with 
Iraq for the development of 
oil fields with capacity of 
more than one million barrels 
per day. 

Kurd fish fend 


Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal 
Talabani said in Damascus 
that Iran is seeking to medi- 
ate a peace treaty between 
his forces and a rival Kurdish 
faction, a move that Baghdad 
has condemned as unwar- 
ranted interference in Iraqi 
affairs. 

The Iranian effort was 
apparently launched to coun- 
ter a U.S. attempt to bring 
the feuding Kurdish factions 
together to rescue the Iraqi 
National Congress, the 
American-backed umbrella 
for anti-Saddam movements 
which has been seriously 
weakened by the intTa- 
Kurdish conflict. 


Mr. Talabani, head of the 
leftist Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK), said that de- 
legations from the PUK and 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party led by Massoud Barza- 
ni met in Tehran last month 
in a bid to settle an 18-montb- 
old conflict. 

The fighting, in which 
thousands have been killed, 
has ravaged the self-rule Kur- 
dish enclave in northern Iraq, 
seen by many as an embryo 
Kurdish stale. Talks were re- 
newed in Tehran Tuesday. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported that the 
Foreign Ministry in Baghdad 
summoned the Iranian 
charge d’affaires to strongly 
protest Tehran’s efforts, 
terming it a “flagrant in- 
terference in Iraq's internal 
affaire.” 

“Extending invitations to 
the Iraqi Kurds responsible 
for the abnormal situation 
prevailing in northern Iraq 
confirms Iran's insistence on 
interfering in Iraq's internal 
affairs,” the agency quoted a 
ministry spokesman as 
saying. 

Mr. Tala&ani said that the 
Clinton administration sub- 
mitted “positive proposals” 
to the PUK and KDP to “find 
common ground” to cement 
the outline agreement 
readied Aug. 11 in Ireland 
between politburo delega- 
tions from both factions. 


Journalist remains in custody 

(Continued from page 12) 


of Iraqi top military expert 
Hussein Kamel and his call 
from here for overthrowing 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The detention of Mr. 
Ne’matt caught most journal- 
ists by surprise, especially 
that it took place prior to* 
referring the case to court 
and pressing charges against 
him. 

,Tbe trial of Mr. Ne’matt 
has already prompted foreign- 
press watchdogs to demand- 
the immediate release of the 
journalist who also corres- 
ponds for the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) 
Arabic radio. 

The Paris-based Reporters . 
Without Borders has 


appealed to His Majesty King 
Hussein to use his influence 
to rescind the detention. 

In a letter to Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of In- 
formation Khaled A1 Karaki. 
the New York-based Com- 
mittee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ) asked that all charges 
against Mr. Ne'matt be drop- 
ped and that he be released 
immediately. 

“In light of Jordan’s signifi- 
cant expansion of press free- 
doms in recent years, CPJ is 
disappointed by the prosecu- 
tion of Mr. Ne'matt. We con- 
sider ir to be a serious setback 
in the struggle of all Jorda- 
nian journalists for freedom' 
of the press,” said the orga- 
nisation in the letter. 


Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

West Bank, which he said 
was “glorified” by the 
media. 

Palestinian control still 
does not extend over 
enough territory, and it 
does not adequately pro- 
vide a homeland for 
Palestinians living outside 
of Israel, Mr. Bouez said. 

Israel has agreed to 
withdraw troops from 
most cities in the West 
Bank, but will continue 
patrolling areas between 
them. 

“Doesn’t the isolation 
of these tiny specks within 
a security area mean there 
will be more prisons in 
which Palestinian rancor 
will fester” Mr. Bouez 
said. 


Qadhafi visits expellee camp 


(Continoedjfrom page I) 

. meeting in New York. 

“There are contacts going 
on to try to solve the problem 
but it seems they have not 
reached any results,” Mr. 
Musa said. 

Col. Qadhafi renewed the 
expulsions last week after re- 
portedly agreeing to stop 
them under pressure from the 
PLO and Arab countries, 
which have harshly criticised 
what they call a propaganda 
ploy by Libya. 

By deporting the Palesti- 
nians, Col. Qadhafi wants to 
show that the PLO-Israe! 
accord is a sham, foiling to 
account for hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians 
whose families fled at the 
creation of Israel in 1948. 
The future of those refugees 
is to be left until the last stage 
of Israel-PLO talks starting 
next year. 

At the speech, hundreds 
chanted and called on Col. 
Qadhafi to defy the “new 
imperialism.” Palestinian 
women, standing near the 
green military tents, ululated 
every time he brought up the 
Palestinian issue. 

“Increase your defiance, 
oh lone hawk,” the crowd 
chanted. “We are always be- 
hind you, and we only want 
you." 


“The Palestinian people 
are still refugees,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. “Even 1 can 
protest and live with you in 
your tents. I can bring my 
own tent and put it next to 
yours.” 

Col. Qadhafi, who earlier 
toured the make-shift camp 
in a Toyota Landcruiser amid 
tight security, promised to 
build a city at the border if 
other Arab countries did not 
allow them to enter. He in- 
vited Palestinians in Lebanon 
and Syria to come as well. 

“If the gate remains closed 
and you are established here, 
we will give you food, build 
schools and hospitals and 
bring the world to witness 
your plight and your issue," 
he said. 


He urged Egypt to open its 
border to the Palestinians. 

Col. Qadhafi, dressed in a 
safari suit and sunglasses, 
spoke for about an hour-and- 
a-half. He blew kisses to the 
crowd. 

He left the border after the 
speech. Surprisingly, there 
was no sign of opposition to 
Col. Qadhafi, despite bitter 
complaints by Palestinians at 
the camp in recent days over 
the expulsions and the treat- 
ment they received inside 
Libya. 

Col. Qadhafi's appearance 
bad been rumoured for two 
days, but was expected to 


take place at the Libyan town 
of Misaed, about *10 
kilometres west of the bor- 
der. Earlier Wednesday, 
Libya closed its border, 
apparently for security 
reasons. 

The United Nations has 
appealed to Col. Qadhafi to 
stop the deportations, which 
Libya insists are voluntary. 

In Ramallah, in the West 
Bank, supporters and Islamic 
opponents of Mr. Arafot, in a 
rare show of unity, heaped 
scorn on Col. Qadhafi on 
Wednesday for what they cal- 
led the “transfer" of Palesti- 
. nians from Libya. 

"This is a collective trans- 
fer which is taking place in a 
strange way in an Arab coun- 
try,” Yahya Yakhlof, 
director-general of the 
Palestinian Culture Depart- 
ment, told a news confer- 
ence. 

“It is a new dagger that is 
added to ihe body of the 
Palestinian people,” said 
Sheikh Hassan Yousef, who 
spoke on behalf of the Isla- 
mic movement. 

“President* Qadhafi's step’ 
only pressures the Palestinian 
people to accept even some- 
thing worse than what we are 
already in,” said Mr. Yousef, 
referring to the Israel-PLO 
peace moves which Islamic 
groups regard as a sell-out. 

“Jordan, Egypt and Leba- 
non must grant our Palesti- 
nian brothers travel docu- 
ments so that they can stay 
temporarily in those coun- 
tries to wait for their return 
to the homeland,” said 
Ahmad Diek, a senior official 
in the Fateh movement. 

Mr. Diek addressed sever- 
al dozen Palestinan intellec- 
tuals and officials from Mr. 
Arafat’s self-rule govern- 
ment. A member of Mr. Ara- 
fat's cabinet. Information 
Minister Yasser Abed- 
Rabbo, was to speak, but did 
not show. 

In Damascus, a Palestinian 
official denied reports that 
Syria was mediating with 
Libya to stop the mass de- 
portations. 

“We did not ask Syria to 
intervene with Tripoli to stop 
the move of expulsions,” said 
Khaled A1 Fahoum, head of 
the Damascus- based Palesti- 
nian National Salvation 
Front, an umbrella group of 
groups opposed to Mr. Ara- 
fot. 

_ But he described the expul- 
sions as “painful and harm- 
ful, especially since. Israel is 
refusing entry to most expel- 
led Palestinians" into the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. 

He also urged Lebanon tq 
“reconsider" its refusa} Jo- 
grant entry to deportees. 


Mediators chase Bosnia peace 

(Continued from p ay 1) 


Mr. Gligorov, 78, lay in 
hospital in Macedonia’s 
capital' Skopje with an inter- 
national team treating him 
after he received severe head 
and eye injuries (see page 4). 

Macedonia arrested sever- 
al people after the blast but 
has not identified them.' 
There has been no claim of 
responsibility. 

There were reports of 
fighting across Bosnia. The 
Bosnian Serb news agency 
SRNA said four Bosnian 
Serb civilians were wounded, ' 
'three seriously, in govern- ■ 
ment artillery attacks on the 
Tmovo area southeast ofr 
Sarajevo. 

Bosnian government radio 


said the government army 
had taken two villages in the 
Mostar region in Herzegovi- 
na and forced Serb soldiers to 
retreat. 

Heavy artillery and infan- 
try attacks were reported in* 
Sanski Most in the northwest, 
the radio said, adding that 
government lines in the area 
were stable. 

Reports have indicated an 
increase in fighting in the last 
couple of days despite Mr. 
Holbrooke's hectic diploma^ 
tic .efforts. 

In northwest Bosnia the 
Serbs made significant battle- 
field gains, capturing villages 
around the town of Kljuc in 
territory taken by govern-' 
ment and Croat forces last 
month. 
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Peace boosts Israeli- Arab energy cooperation 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (R) — 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours, buoyed by bre?k- 
throughs in Middle East 
peace talks, are forging plans 
for a network of cross-border 
gas pipelines and regional 
electricity grids, Israeli oil 
managers said on Wednes- 
day^ 

Israel, which has very li- 
mited proven oil and gas de- 
posits of its own , is turning to 
imports of natural gas from 
Egypt to meet future gas 
demand in its power genera- 
tion sector and to help put a 
brake on its growing imports 
of coal and oil. 

A pipeline will be ready for 
first phase exports of gas 


from Egyptian gas fields in 
the Nile Delta and 
Mediterranean to Israel and 
the Palestinian territories as 
early as 1998, the managers 
said. 

The line will also extend 
into Jordan under an energy 
agreement reached with the 
Israeli government in July 
last year. 

“The major benefit will be 
tbe introduction of natural 
gas to Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinians. Cheaper elec- 
tricity would be produced,” 
Amos Ron. president of 
Haifa-based consultants 
Ronaeten told Reuters dur- 
ing an energy conference 


held in the Cyprus coastal 
town of Limassol. 

Egyptian gas supplies will 
be the first regular imports of 
gas into the Jewish state and, 
depending on peace talks be- 
tween Israel and Syria, tank- 
er supplies of liquefied natu- 
ral gas (LNG) from Qatar 
could be supplied by the next 
decade. 

Electricity generation in 
Israel is currently dominated 
by coal and fuel oil feedstock 
which are imported from in- 
ternational markets. 

Gas use in Israel has the 
potential to rise from less 
than 100 million cubic metres 
a year now to 2.8 billion cubic 
metres (bon) in 1999 and 


over five bem by 2010 
through industrial growth 
and a switch away from fossil 
fuels in power generation, 
according to Mr. Ron, a for- 
mer director general, of 
Israel's ministry of energy 
and infrastructure. 

Projections of higher ener- 
gy demand are prompting- 
Israel to look at other 
schemes ranging from re- 
novating a pipeline linking 
Haifa and oil fields in north- 
ern Iraq to digging a 230 km 
canal from the Red Sea to the 
Dead Sea to generate hydro- 
electric power. 

“The line to Haifa is not 
still physically there but the 
infrastructure and the right of 


way of the line is still there. It 
has a great potential for the 
future.” Mr. Ron said. 

The line, built by the Iraq 
Petroleum Company, was 
shut off to Israel in 1948 
because of the war in Pales- 
tine while a World Bank sup- 
ported feasibility study on the 
Red-Dead Sea canal will be 
completed in six months but 
take between 10 and IS years 
to bring to fruition. 

MoTe tangible evidence of 
the peace process is an elec- 
tricity line being completed 
between the Jordanian town 
of Aqaba and Eilat in Israel 
to allow both states to use the 
line at times of peak demand. 


This is expected to be ex- 
tended to the Egyptian town 
of Taba as a prelude to a 
wider grid interconnection 
between the countries. 

The exploration for indige- 
nous oil and gas deposits in* 
Israel is being stepped up to 
meet higher demand, the 
Israeli oil managers said. 

Drilling at Israel’s Heletz 
oil field and the Arad gas 
field is about to resume in an 
attempt to jump start domes- 
tic oU and gas output, accord- 
ing to Samih Mishirqi, chair- 
man of the board at the Israel 
Oil Prosecutors Corp. Ltd 
(LAPIDOTH). 

Israeli oil output is limited 
to just 100 barrels per day. 


American firm gets ADNOC contract IMF seeks cash for war chest 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
Abu Dbabi National Oil 
Co. (ADNOC) has 
awarded an engineering 
contract to expand its 
Ruwais oil refinery to a 
unit of the U.S. firm Fluor 
Corp., an industry source 
said on Wednesday. 

“The FEED (front-end 
engineering and design 
contract) has been 
awarded to Fluor Daniel.” 
the source told Reuters. 

ADNOC officials de- 
clined to comment. 

Industry sources said 
the contract was worth $40 
million and would give its 
winner an advantage when- 
bidding for the $1.8 billion 
overall expansion deal. 

“This amount is not a 
lot but it is prestigious 
when considering that the 
winner is eligible to bid for 
the EPC (overall en- 
gineering, procurement 
and construction ten- 
der),” the source added. 

* Abu Dhabi produced 
most of the oil in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), which .has an 


Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Coun- 
tries quota of 2.161 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd). 

The expansion of the 
Ruwais refinery is one of 
the largest oil projects 
being carried out in the 
Middle East. It will dou- 
ble the plant's crude pro- 
cessing capacity from ab- 
out 130,0(X) bpd and allow 
it to make more light oil 
products. 

U.S. companies Foster 
Wheeler and Dresser In- 
dustries Inc.’s M.W. Kel- 
logs Co. were also conten- 
ders for the FEED con- 
tract. 

An industry source said 
the fact that three U.S. 
companies were top com- 
petitors for the deal 
pointed to better chances 
for American firms to 
clinch future deals in the 
Gulf Arab state. 

“This is a signal. The 
American companies are 
winning,” said the source.- 

The Supreme Pet-' 
roleum Council (SPC), 


which is responsible for 
UAE oil policy, approved 
the Ruwais expansion in. 
January after years on the 
drawing board. Overall 
work is expected to take at 
least three years to com- 
plete. 

The final cost of the 
expansion depends on 
what facilities are added. 
,Most sources gave esti- 
mates of around $1.8 bil- 
lion, which amounts to the 
SPC approved budget. 

* The expansion work is 
part of ADNQC’s plans to 
spend billions of dollars 
on projects designed to 
boost output capacity, 
meet increased gas de- 
mand and improve its in- 
frastructure over the next 
five years, said industry 
sources. 

Six or seven U.S. -based 
companies have made pre- 
sentations to ADNOC on 
managing the project, in- 
cluding Bechtel, Parsons 
Corp. and Halliburton 
Co. Unit Brown and 
Root, industry sources 
say. 


Saudi bank reports 9- month profit 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States and its rich 
allies find themselves in an 
unusual position this week — 
depending on the generosity 
of other nations to hep fund a 
$50 billion war chest to com- 
bat future world economic 
crises. 

Faced with tight domestic 
budgets that contain little 
room for extra outlays, in- 
dustrial nations admit they 
have little choice but to turn 
to emerging economic power- 
houses in Asia and elsewhere 
for billions of dollars in sup- 
port. 

But as economic policy- 
makers prepare for a series of 
international meetings that 
start here this week, it is not 
clear whether they will get it. 

‘There is a willingness to 
discuss this.” said one Asian 
monetary source, who de- 
clined to be identified. “But 
the devil will be in the de- 
tails.” 

When Mexico came to the 
brink of default on its foreign 
debt at the start of this year, 
the United States and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) teamed up in 'a $50 
billion economic rescue pack- 
age to head off a global crisis. 

But Washington has made 
dear that it is not prepared to 
play a similar role again while 
the IMF has said its resources 
would be stretched if it had to 


participate in another rescue. 

The answer, according to 
the United States and its 
allies, is to beef up the 
emergency finances available 
to the global lending agency. 

Washington and 10 of its 
industrialised allies — Bel- 
gium, Britain. Canada. 
France, Germany, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and 
Switzerland — are already 
committed to providing the 
IMF with some S25 billion in 
credit lines through the so- 
called General Arrangements 
to Borrow (GAB). 

They want to double that 
figure, but are only prepared 
to put up some of the extra 
money themselves. That is 
where other countries, in- 
cluding Australia, Korea, 
Malaysia. Singapore. Spain 
and Thailand, come in. 

Some of the those same 
countries were approached to 
provide money to the IMF 
for the Mexico bailout, but 
none agreed. But the coun- 
tries hope that this time will 
be different. 

Finance ministers and cen- 
tra] bank chiefs from the II 
allies are expected to agree 
on Sunday on an outline offer 
to try to entice the other 
nations into participating in a 
new lending arrangement pa- 
rallel to the GAB. 


Many of the details are 
likely to be left open, includ- 
ing how much money will be 
sought from each country, 
pending negotiations in the 
coming months. 

Several Asian monetary 
sources saw that as a good 
sign. 

The last thing that the new 
economic powerhouses want 
is to be dictated to and tre- 
ated as “second class 
citizens" that provide the 
money but do not get the 
power, one source said. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has prop- 
osed his own scheme for 
beefing up the agency's 
emergency resources. 

The agency would depend 
on a network of credit lines 
from selected member na- 
tions, but Mr. Camdessus, 
not the countries themselves, 
would have most control of 
the purse strings. 

Not surprisingly, the 11 
countries do not like that 
plan and Camdessus himself 
is not particularly pressing it 
as he prepares for the annual 
meetings of the IMF and 
World Bank here. 


Kuwait MPs 
seek more 
expats 

to boost 
economy 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
should make it easier for 
foreign workers to bring in 
wives and children to boost 
foe economy and help stabil- 
ise the Gulf country’s male- 
dominated expatriate com- 
munity, an MP said on 
Wednesday. 

“This will be good for our 
society because it will make it 
more stable and balanced,” 
Adnan Abdul-Samad told 
Reuters. “We have too many 
foreign bachelors here and 
this situation poses many 
kinds of dangers for our soci- 
ety” 

Almost one million of 
foe Gulf country’s 1.8 million 
population are foreign guest 
workers, the majority of 
them men from Egypt and 
Asian countries. 

They replaced Palestinians 
who fled or were expelled, 
during foe 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
amid Kuwaiti accusations 
that they aided Iraq's seven- 
month occupation. 

Unlike the Palestinians, 
most of the new expatriates 
do not keep their families or 
financial assets m foe coun- 
try, largely because of strict 
residency rules introduced af- 
ter foe 1991 Gulf war to try to 
reduce reliance on foreign 
manpower. 

Merchants complain that 
this policy has resulted in a 
reduction of the consumer 
market. Some lawmakers 
allege the bachelor- 
dominated expatriate com- 
munity is responsible for 
much of an upsurge in rape 
cases reported since the con- 
flict. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ byHmul Arnold ana Mika Argirion 


MANAMA (R) — Saudi In- 
vestment Bank (SAIB), one 
of Saudi Arabia's smaller 
banks, said on Wednesday its 
net profit in foe first nine 
months of 1995 grew to a 
record 62.2 million riyals 
($16.6 million). 

A bank statement said 
SAIB made a 53.4 million 
riyals ($14.2 million) net pro- 
fit m foe first nine months of 
1994. 

The Riyadh-based bank is 
owned by Saudi shareholders 
dnd several Saudi and foreign 
banks including Chase Man- 


hattan Corp CMB.N and In- 
dustrial Bank of Japan Ltd. 

SAIB, the second Saudi- 
based to report its nine- 
month results, said it had 
allocated an unchanged 15 
million riyals (S4 million) 
provision for possible loan 
losses. 

Shareholders' equity 
climbed to 490.6 million 
riyals ($130.8 million) at end- 
September from 414.8 mil- 
lion ($110.6 million) a year 
earlier. 

Total deposits rose to 5.97 
billion riyals ($1.59 billion) 


from 4.76 billion ($1.27 bil- 
lion). Total assets grew to 
7.82 billion riyals (S2.08 bil-, 
lion) from 6.22 billion ($1.66 
billion). ' 

SAIB was the second bank 
operating in the kingdom to 
report higher net profit in the 
first nine months of 1995. 

* On Monday, United Saudi 
Commercial Bank (USCB) 
announced a 1.7 per cent 
increase in net profit for foe 
first nine months of 1995 to 
235.9 million riyals ($62.9 
million) from 231.9 million 
($61.8 million). 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Thin sheet of 
metal 

5 Page of music 
10 Beaver 
constructions 

14 St. — 's fire 

15 Oak beginning 

16 Charles Lamb 

17 Tiny part 

20 With a valid will 

21 Splendid 

. residences 

22 Voice vote 

23 Albacore and 


24 Digit ending 
28 Non-permanent 
workers 

32 Ashtabula 
waterfront 

33 Snare 

34 Average 

35 Buttons 

36 Stripped 

38 Consumed 

39 Accustomed 
|41 Meadow 

42 “Peter Pan" 
pirate 

43 Fabler of note 

44 Pen 

46 Brave one 

48 Pale 

49 Clique 
52 Finds 

56 Marquand novel 

58 Dill herb, old 
style 

59 Jeans material 

60 Nora's pet 

61 Backtalk 

62 Blissful abodes 

63 Straw beehive 

DOWN 

1 Latvian 

2 Author Wiesel 

3 Electric units 

4 Amount of film 

5 Fashioned 

6 Suffer 

7 Gout target 

8 Cause to 
stumble 

9 Peruvian of yore 
10 Adulterated 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


11 Author Waugh 

12 Bog 

13 Droops 

18 Actress 
Dunaway 

1 9 Very happy 

23 Nominal 

24 Church calendar 
day 

25 Castle or Dunne 

26 Spider's nest 

27 Gymnast’s goal 

29 Home of the 
Dolphins 

30 Eucharistic plate 

31 Weather word 
34 Beetle larvae 

36 Leave 

37 Md. neighbor 
40 Rats 

42 Musical 
compositions 

44 Complained 

45 Rate of 
movement 

47 — Janeiro 


IBBH Bataan Q uin n 
■□on □□□□□ □□□□ 

■BBB □□□□□ Bnnn 
□□□□□□□□□□ODD 
■ BQB BOQ 
PBPHBBHBDPBH DD B 
□BB BBBBB BBBD 

□□□□ QDDOB qpqo 

OI1BB □□□□□ BBB 
□BBBDQPBBBBC3BBB 
□BB B BB | 

I □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
IBBPB □□□□□ OUUd 
POOD BUDBB BHBa 

ebbb raaaBB □Baa 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four onfinary. words. 


KUYDS 


rc ti 

eiAiBEFSBbl 

■j 

( 1 

A 


ei«5 TmmModa Santa. He 
alWiU cx i 


argaitopiay 
ntM mob 

Hi* daalRr won B{prin- 
tt mwu bo ftnKf 


mm 


CIKHT 


BADCUT 


LEKECH 


WHAT THE 
GAMBLER5 PlP ON 
THE CROWPEP 
CASINO BOAT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“Hello, Crisis Center Hotline? 

I can’t firid my remote control!” 


Answer : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BOUGH LOGIC JANGLE ENDURE 
Answer What successful bakers end up doing — 
ROLLING IN DOUGH 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


CK.. I’LL TAKE OUT j FINE.' XM. HAVE 
A *10,060 LIPS A 70 ASK HIM 
m iey uu J ( SOME ROUTINE 

(sure/) 


ARE TDU and ^oue 

TWIN BROTHER, JULIUS J I 
THE OLDEST OF 
W FAMILVg/Ol^/ V 

-yTSoM AN*R3P 

fmm. / ( WERE OLDER' 


NATTOHALnV) KNOW// 
**«' 'to&Jf'WE V S#J 
y( tirt SCOTCH! 


49 Auditors: abbr. 53 Elephant tooth 

50 A Chaplin 54 Art Deco name 

51 Evens the score 55 Break 

52 Meat cut 57 Comp. pt. 


sodtish? 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 5, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger Carroll Righter Astrological 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get busy making collections, 
payments and reports during tbe 
daytime today and be conscien- 
tious tonight in home affairs. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be sure to compromise with an 
associate who is as stubborn as 
you and come to a fine under- 
standing so that you be very 
successful iu your dudes. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have many duties ahead of 
you today, so concentrate on 
them and don’t cry to take on any 
more responsibilities that you 
can possibly handle. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Some recreation you 
were relying on may have to be 
put off until a better time today, 
so don't let this bother you m 

some, activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Much stress is possible at home 
today if you do not take a more 
patient stance and be more 
understanding with your mate 
for greater harmony. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This is a good day for 
communicating with others n an 
ideal way, so contact them and 
get much accomplished. Avoid 
problems which could exist. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You want to commit 
yourself to some practical matter 
today, but this is not the right 
time or day for that or there will 
not be any success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don't try to be 
forceful if you can't get condi- 
tions moving as you would like 
today, but be patient and 
perserving towards tbe comple- 
tion of any task. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You may have 
a private worry which could keep 
you fretting if you permit today, 
so get busy at whatever is practic- 
al and accomplish a good deal 
instead. Be kind. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Concentrate on 
making right plans for whatever 
it is you have had in mind for 
some time to come. Socialise 
with young people. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be prepared to 
answer questions which bigwigs 

S ut to you and come up with 
ying colours today, improving 
your career thereby. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You had better get more 
information before you take on 
that new interest which appeals 
to you today and then you can be 
successful. 

I 

Birtbstone of October Opal — 
Tourmaline 

FORECAST FOR* FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 6. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll Righter Astrological 
Foundation ' 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Know what the expectations of 
kin are and ay to please them 
today. Show that you are a de- 
voted family man towards your 
loved ones. 

.TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A family tie and one in tbe 
outside world can pose a prob- 
lem today, but don’t take it 
seriously or there could be com- 
plications. Discuss it calmly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
The morning starts slowly at your 
activities, but later they pick up 


ctency today. Look for a monet- 
ary windfall. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 


C«M a Ml 


mind today and be content with 
whatever you can afford or yon 
could be in serious financial 
problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
more concerned with the needs 
of your family today and to 
please them. You can have a fine 
time with them later in tbe even- 
ing. -j 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't be so concerned 
with minutiae today that you lose 
sight of tbe big issues which are 
more important and profitable 
towards your success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't let a friend m fte 
you away from important busi- 
ness at hand, and later today 
confer with a bigwig who can be 
of assistance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Keep out of the. 
public eye today and avoid some 
nnd of criticism trended your 
way. Del ve into practical in-" 
ictws which you will find enjoy- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22" 
to December 21) Don't involve- . 
younelf today in a disagreement' 
between a partner and a bigwig:-’ 
but keep busy at practical affairs. - 
you participate in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 


■tariff ■ ■ , J 

juagement m important matters- 
at mis time since your hunches, 
could be way off base now. Be . 
careful in expenditures. 

P^UAJUUS: (January 21 to 
Some situation may 
anse which could' tempt you to- 

h?t £ashk>0 today. 

20 to March' 
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TCC reaps 
JD 125m in 
9 months 


T he revenues of the 
Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) 
in the first nine months of 
this year totalled JD 125 
million, according to 
Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal 
Saraireh. Mr, Saraireh said 
the revenues were expected 
io total JD 160 million by 
ihe end of the year. (A1 
Ra'i) 

* The Central Traffic 
Committee called for the 
establishment of a public 
.shareholding transport 
company to operate pas- 
senger vehicles between 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
self-rule areas in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
ixmimittee, which met. 
Monday under the chair- 
manship of Interior 
Minister Salameh 
Hammad, called on citizens 
willing to establish such a 
company to call at the 
Traffic and Licensing 
Department of the Ministry 
of Interior to study specifi- 
cations and present their of- 
fers before Oct 21, 1995.. 
The committee set the 
company's capital at no 
less than JD 10 million. 
i AJ Ra'i) 

* Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) - Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi 
said Jordan was currently 
helping the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
in establishing a depart- 
ment to monitor banks op- 
erating in the Gaza Strip. 
Dr. Nabusli said the CBJ, 
which coordinates with the 

PNA in issues related to 
opening branches for 
Jordanian banks in the self- 
rule areas, has an inspec- 
tion team in the West Bank 
and Gaza to monitor the 
works of Jordanian banks 
there. (A1 Ra’i) 

* The number of cheques 
that bounced during the 
first seven months of this 
year totalled 263,800, 
tyorth JD 238.1 million, 
compared to 235,900 
cheques worth JD 204.4 .’ 
million during the same pe- 
riod of 1994. <A1 Ra'i) 

* Unemployment in Jordan 
currently stands at 18.8 per 
cent , according to Civil 
^Service Commission 
(CSC) and Statistics 
Department figures. 
According to CSC figures, . 
11 1,059 Jordanians are still 
registered as jobless. Of the 
total number, 34 per cent 
are in Amman. Statistics 
Department figures show 
trial there are 1.036 million 
workers in the Kingdom,, 
meaning the workforce con- 
stitutes 25.2 per cent of the 
total population. (A1 Ra'i) 

* The Ministry of Public 
■Works and Housing has 
this year opened 2,238 
kilometres of agricultural 
roads in various parts of the 
Kingdom at a total cost of 
JI? 6 million, according to 
Minister of Public Works . 
and Housing Abdul Razzaq 
Eifisour. (A1 Ra’i) 

* Amendments to the trade 
protocol signed between 
Jordan and Egypt are ex- 
rpaied to be introduced after 
the conclusion of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit, sources at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said. The sources said 


Morocco 
sells hotel 
for $1.5m 

RABAT (R) — Morocco 
sold a three-star hotel for 13 
million dirhams ($1.5 mil- 
lion) to a Moroccan business- 
man as part of its privatisa- 
tion programme, the priva- 
tisation ministry said on 
Wednesday. 

Situated in the central city 
of Taza, the Friouato Hotel 
'has a total capacity of 58 
'rooms. It was owned by the 
.state-run Office National 
Marocain du Tourisme 
.(ONMT). 

The ministry identified the 
buyer as Abdellatif 
Abouhafs, a Moroccan 
businessman who promised 
to renovate the hotel and 
respect the rights of its work- 
ers. 

The sale brought to 17 the 
total number of hotels sold 
since 1993. 


U.S., Japan imperil free-trade plans in Asia- Pacific 


TOKYO (R) — Officials rep- 
resenting half the global eco- 
nomy gather in Tokyo later 
this week to thrash out a 
free-trade plan for Pacific 
Rim leaders to sign when 
they meet in Osaka next 
month. 

But Japan's reluctance to 
free. its rice trade and U.S. 
go-slow tactics dictated by 
domestic politics could derail 
this week's talks and scupper 
the November summit, diplo- 
mats close to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) talks said on 
Wednesday. 

“At this stage the meetings 
in November are as likely to 
fail as they are to succeed." 
said an official representing 
one of APECs richest mem- 
bers, who asked not to be 
identified. 

APEC groups Australia. 
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Chi- 
na. Indonesia. Japan, South 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesSon on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.3310/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.4392/02 

Deutscfaemarks 

1.6116/26 

Dutch guilders 

1.1594/04 

Swiss francs 

29.58/62 

Belgian francs 

4.9625/75 

French francs 

1613.7/5^ 

Italian tire 

101.22/32 

Japanese yen 

6.9640/40 

Swedish crowns 

6.3160/10 

Norwegian crowns 

5-5805/55 

Danish crowns 

$1.5798/08 


$382.60/383.10 




Korea. Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand 
'and the United States. 

Senior ' officials of these 
countries are due to meet in 
Tokyo from October 9-13 to 
lay groundwork for the 
APEC summit in Osaka sum- 
mit from November 16 to 
November 19. 

One problem, the official 
said, was Japan and three 

• other APEC members 
oppose freeing domestically 

• sensitive agricultural sectors, 
while the U.S. team lacks 
official authority to negotiate 


as its congressional mandate 
has expired. 

•‘China, Chinese-Taipei 
(Taiwan). South Korea and 
Japan are all reluctant to 
liberalise their agricultural 
sectors... and though the 
Japanese are the least vocal 
about this they seem the most 
unbending," the official said. 

A Japanese foreign minis- 
try official involved in the 
APEC talks dismissed the cri- 
ticism. 

‘‘We are not opposed to 
the full liberalisation of the 
Japanese agricultural sec- 
tor." he said. "It's just that at 
this stage we cannot commit 
to it." 


The exclusion Of agricul- 
ture from an agreement 
would have little impact on 
Pacific Rim rrade, said the 
first official, but it could set a 
nasty precedent which 
weakens APEC. 

"It's important that there 
are no exceptions in the* 
(free-trade) agreement be- 
cause it would then encour- 
age us to take out our sensi- 
tive sectors, the U.S. to take 
out its.... It snowballs and the 
whole APEC exercise be- 
comes less worthwhile,” the 
official said. 


APEC, founded in 1989, is 
trying to implement the 
Bogor declaration adopted in 
Indonesia in 1994. it called 
for the abolition of trade 
barriers by 2020 for develop- 
ing member economies and 
by 2010 for industrialised 
member economies, but did 
not outline how to achieve 
the goals. 

Since Japan began its year 
chairing APEC it has won 
praise for pushing hard to 
add meat to the Bogor agree- 
ment. In particular, it has 
called for the adoption by 


November pf a framework 
and timetable for joint liber- 
alisation on issues that in- 
clude industrial standards 
and intellectual property 
rights. 

However, the U.S. APEC 
team has started dragging its 
feet on the framework's im- 
plementation, suggesting it 
should be delayed until next 
year's APEC meeting in the 
Philippines — to the dismay 
of Tokyo which expected 
other members to judge its 
leadership by whether the 
framework is adopted. 


German court rules 
Leeson can be extradited 


FRANKFURT. Germany 
( AP) — A Frankfurt court on 
Wednesday authorised the 
extradition to Singapore of 
Nick Leeson, the futures 
trader who broke Barings. 
Britain's oldest investment 
bank. 

But the ruling does nor 
mean immediate extradition 
of Mr. Leeson, because the 
federal government in Bonn 
will have to review the file. 

Attorney Eberhard 
Kempf. Mr. Leeson’s defen- 
der, said the court approved 
extradition on 11 of 12 
charges of fraud, forgery and 
breach of trust. 

Mr. Kempf said he would 
appeal the ruling to Ger- 
many's highest court, the 
Federal Constitutional 
Court. 

"We have no other legal 
option," he told reporters. 

Frankfurt prosecutor 
Hans-Hermann Eckert said at 
a separate news conference 
the German government 
wold likely wait on making an 
extradition derision until the 
high court rules on the 
appeal. 

The earliest Leeson could 
be sent to Singapore is mid- 
to late- November, and the 
high court’s deliberations 
• could even go into next year, 
Mr. Eckert said. 

But the prosecutor said in 
his view "the objections of 
Mr. Kempf have little 
chance." . 

Mr. Leeson’s British attor- 
ney, Stephen Pollard, said 
Wednesday’s ruling "appears 
in various respects to be in- 
consistent and wrong in law." 

In a statement faxed from 
London, Mr. Pollard said an 
appeal will be filled with Ger- 
many’s highest court "within 
the permitted one-month 
time limit." 

Lawrence Ang, director of 


Singapore's fraud squad, said 
he was “pleased that the Ger- 
man court ... is satisfied that 
the Singapore government 
has made out its case against 
Leeson for extradition.” 

If he is extradited, tried 
and .convicted in Singapore, 
Mr. Leeson faces a maximum 
14 years in prison. 

Mr. Leeson, 28. spent mil- 
lions on anauthorised trades 
on the Tokyo market which 
he ran through a concealed 
account as general manager 
of Baring Futures (Singa- 
pore) Pte Ltd. 

The 232-year-old Barings 
bank collapsed in February 
when Mr. Leeson’s losses hit 
about $504 million. The debt 
soared to $1 .8 billion in the 
next few days as markets 
plummeted. 

Barings, which was bought 
in March by a Dutch com- 
pany, Ing Group, has been 
criticised for not supervising 
Mr. Leeson and transferring 
millions to him withut ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Leeson was arrested in 
Germany March 2 as he tried 
to fly to Britain to avoid trial 
in Singapore. 

He has offered to plead 
guilty to charges in Britain, 
but so far authorities there 
have declined to seek his 
extradition. 

Last week, however, bon- 
dholders who lost money in 
the collapse of Barings filed 
criminal charges in Britain 
against Mr. Leeson. It was 
unclear whether the Home 
Office in Britain would pro- 
ceed with the charges and set 
up a duel of extradition re- 
quests for Mr. Leeson. 

Mr. Kempf said Mr. 
Leeson was not happy with 
Wednesday's ruling “but he 
has to live with it.” The 
lawyer said he had met brief- 
ly with his client to inform 
him of the decision. 
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COMPANY'S KAMS 


ARAD BANK Pic 

JORDAN NATIONAZ. BAKE 

hAur. or JOBDAfit 

KXDDLE EAST INVESTMENT RANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANE 
JORDAN XUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BAKE 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BARK 

business bank 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELKAL SAVIKGMNVESTHKNT FOE HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
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4.930 

4.9Q0 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RE FI BAR I 

26B4 

25555 

9.600 

9.500 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

2400 

34 &0 

1.470 

1.450 

THB JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

750 

5626 

7.500 

7.500 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

1956 

93B7 

4.860 

4.800 

JORDAN CEftAJClC industries .. 

1200 

7176 

5.9S0 

5.900 

DAR AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 

2000 

14583 

7.300 

7.250 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

1125 

5B92 

5.250 

5.210 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

304300 

745AS 

.730 

.710 

ARAB PAPRH CONVERTING £ TRADING 

2700 

36UJ 

1.450 

1.430 

NATIONAL XTOUSTRrES, 

6000 

6496 

1.100 

1.090 

INTERMEDIATE PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

3250 

5620 

1.790 1 

1.7B0 

JORDAN SUL P HO— CHEMICALS 

2100 

?856 

1.390 

1,360 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARX. 6 CHEMICALS 

550 ' 

1156 

2.100 

2'!lOU 

KAWZHBH IBVESThKST 

500 

815 

1.650 

1.630 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

1700 

5410 

3.190 

3.200 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CXI. 

5050 

10060 

2.010 

1.980 

JORDAN HEU CA8LK COMP ANT 

1550 

2534 

1.640 

1.610 

IRTERBATIONAL TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 

1J850 

166U0 

3.420 

1.400 

UNION CHEMICAL L VBGATIABLE OIL TBDUSTRi 

250 

503 

2.050 

2.030 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


— w - ■ J 

GRAND TOTAL 


1645 70 


530150 


242458 


INDEX NUMBER: 124.03* 
CHANGE i -0.51* 


972B39 


INDEX N0MHBA: 
CHANGE S 


160. Jb 
-0.41* 


RO. OF TRADED SNARES LN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


1627 B5 
155335 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

:ln Um Uthaina, 3 
■bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andt 1 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for: 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

181:810605,810609,610520 


-J A SECURE L- 

n Motel IT 

S we 1 fly eh 





t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^ GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A a 3k 1 UB 

863944 - 816690 


^ "Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisoni 
Teh mm 



STUDIO MASS 

\&ANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service j 

Develop your colour film at 


our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pbotm 

1 Deluxe Villas 

efao 30 % forger 

I& Appartments 

• Free enlarge- 

| in Amman 

—nr 20 x 30 cm 

for further detaib please call 

ShtnwMui-^jQpp. Griikflayi 
Bank. PhoneTfiMOC 

Tel. 864230 

Swefieh teL 823891 

Fax. 864231 \ 


32? 

CEOWN HOT 


SWUNG POOL 
‘SAUNA & JACUZZI 
WSSPOOM 
WCOI 


TEL 758180 
, balks omcc 605843 ■KOI 57 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 





JZEEHWAN GAWKS 
HUMES RESTAURANT 


OtmlUX-iJOEScBB- 


lUto mwmr H Kii flnWi 

sra AM/»D_SPft 
Ua Uthakmh Contaardal CtN» 

T«U *11174 



MAMS) 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

i The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytun^ 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon * 330 pjifc 

0:30 - 1130 pjn- 


SVJLLA' 

D’ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished _ 

c £i 

Sand Unfurnished ccj 

l— a 

£villas apartments H 
land office Space § 

QC DP 

5To Suit all Budgets 

LL 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


Ifm AMmm & Amm* 





Quality Furnished Suites 


Ona and Two Bedroom* 

RMBorable Bata* For 
Short or Long 8t«y 


5 th Circle,- 692672 





dedtcut /u sdtt 


1 Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 

... 



% pi & 
- * H $ & ft U 

■■■ X. !** *2 






S,: , Tel. .680093 
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Indurain 
storms 
to first 
world 
title 


' TUNJA, Colombia (AFP) - 
Spaniard Miguel Indurain 
stormed to the first leg of a 
world championship double 
here on Wednesday when be 
won the 42km time-trial 
gold. 

The five-time Tour de 
France winner, who also 
competes in the road race 
here on Sunday, crushed all 
comers as he covered the 
distance in S3 minutes 30 
seconds to take his first 
world title. 

The 31 -year-old finished a 
full 48 seconds clear of 
Abraham Olano, who made 
it a Spanish one-two. 

Olano, who finished sec- 
ond in last month's Tour of 
Spain where be dominated 
the time trials, did at least 
hang on gamely after losing 
43 seconds over the first 
: half of the course but he was 
□o real threat to Indurain, an 
against-the-clock specialist. 

Indurain said: “Tliis is the 
first time 1 have worn a 
world champion’s rainbow 
jersey. It wasn’t the toughest 
race of my life. I stayed 
composed throughout” 

The bronze went to Ger- 
many’s Uwe Peschel, 2min 
03 sec off the pace while 
fourth place went to Duvan 
Ramirez of Colombia, over 
three minutes back. 

Scot Graeme Obree, the 
4km pursuit gold winner 
here, was third after the first 
5km, 12sec behind Indurain, 
but he fell back to finish an 
exhausted 21st 5:46 behind 
the winner. 

After the event Indurain. 
who is expected to chal- 
lenge for Tony Rominger’s 
one-hour world record soon, 
was mobbed by fans. 


Nuremberg dump 
Bremen out cup 


BONN (R) — Second divi- 
sion Nuremberg dumped 
Bundesliga giants Werder 
Bremen out of the German 
Cup late Tuesday. 

Bremen midfielder Mario 
Basler looked to have settled 
die third round tie early on 
by setting up a goal For 
Vl adimir Beschastnikh and 
then looping in an inspired 
lob from 16 metres in 20th 
minute to give the 1994 cup 
winners a 2-0 lead. 

But Nuremberg, already 
conquerors of Bundesliga 
side Hansa Rostock, got 


their just reward for concert- 
ed pressure shortly after 
halftime when Joe Max 
Moore scored from a free 
kick and then set up a goal 
for Markus Kurth 10 min- 
utes later. 

Minor league Homburg 
beat I860 Munich of the 
Bundesliga 2-1, and to com- 
plete a trio of upsets East 
German amateur side Lok 
Altmark Stendal toppled 
Waldhof Mannheim of the 
second division 5-4 on 
penalties, having drawn 2-2 
after extra time. 


NOTICE TO POLISH NATIONALS 

The Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Amman 
invites the Polish nationals residing in or visiting 
Jordan to take part in the first round of the 
elections of the President of the Republic of 
Poland. 

The polls will be open on Sunday, November 
5, 1995, from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the 
Chancery of the embassy, Jabal Amman, 3rd 
Circle, Mai Zlyadeh Str. Tel: 637153/4 


THE GALLERY 

cordially invites you to a special 
show of 

SELECTED WORKS 
BY 

THE YOUNG & THE ESTABLISHED 

On display 7th through 30th October 1995 
Open daily 8 am. - 7 pm. except Friday 

THE GALLERY 
Founded 1972 

located off the main lobby of 
Hotel Intercontinental Jordan, Amman. 

Tel 641361 Ext 2183. 


Bayern Munich coach 
under further attack 


BONN (AFP) — Otto 
Rehhagel, coach of German 
league leaders Bayern 
municb came under further 
attack from his players 
Wednesday, only a week 
after French international 
Jean Pierre Papin had pub- 
licly vilified him. 

Rehhagel, formerly coach 
of Werder Bremen, came 
under fire from Mehmet 
Scholl,' Swiss international 
midfielder Alain Sutter and 
Austrian striker Andreas 
Herzog who came with him 
from Bremen in the summer. 
All have been unable to get 
in to the first team. 

Sutter, worried about 
retaining his international 


place, said: “The affair is 
solely between me and the 
club," 7 while Scholl said he 
had been ‘treated like a child 
and my future does not 
belong here."’ 

Karlheinz Ruramenigge, 
former German internation- 
al striker and Munich vice- 
president, reacted angrily 
and said: “This is unaccept- 
able. We will not allow the 
coach’s authority to be chal- 
lenged.” 

Rummenigge added that 
none of the rebels could 
expect to be released from 
their contracts. 

Papin said last week that 
be was fed up at not playing. 


NABIL & HISHAM THEATRE 

presents 

the satirical comedy show 

Peace Oh Peace 

IN ENGLISH 

Every Saturday, starting October 7, 1995 


at the Nabil & Hisham Theatre 
1st Circle, Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman, 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations call 625155 or 640155 


Edmundo 
involved 
in brawl 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A' 
South American Supercup 
quarter-final ended in an 
ugly brawl involving Brazil- 
ian striker Edmundo, who is 
nicknamed the AnimaL 

Flamengo were 3-0 up 
against Velez Sarsfield of 
Argentina in injury time on 
Tuesday night when 
Edmundo — who had 
scored one goal and set up 
another — slapped defender 
Zandona after being hit by 
the Argentine’s elbow in a 
challenge for the ball. 

Zandona responded with 
another slap and then 
punched the Brazilian strik- 
er to the ground. Within sec- 
onds, the match degenerated 
into a fight with players and 
coaching staff from both 
teams swapping punches 
and kung-fu kicks. 

Dozens of police separat- 
ed the two sides before ref- 
eree Ernesto Fillipi ended 
the match. 

“If they want a fight then 
they’ll get a fight,” Flamen- 
go manager and radio com- 
mentator Washington 
Rodrigues said after the 
match. 

“This is the kind of thing 
we expect from the Argen- 
tines,” said Romano who 
complained of rough treat- 
ment during the game. 


Manchester United crash 

out of English League Cup 

Ferguson gracious in defeat 


YORK. England (AFP)— 
Manchester United Man- 
ager Alex Ferguson 
accepted his side's second 
cup defeat in a week with 
grace on Wednesday night 
and said that York city 
deserved to win their 
league cup tie. 

York lost 3-1 on the 
night but won 4-3 on 
aggregate. Ferguson, who 
saw United lose in the 
UEFA Cup last week, 
said: “York fought very 
hard for their victory — 
the same way they did at 
Old Trafford.” 

“We were casual and we 
suffered for it — I have no 
complaints.” 

Ferguson added: 

“We had enough 
chances to win on the 
night but York worked 
very hard for it and they 
deserve their glory.” 
Delighted York manager 
Alan Little, brother of 
Aston Villa manager 
Brian, admitted: “It was a 
case of survival. They sur- 
prised us with the way 
they played early. They 
were very direct and we 
were struggling. 

“But the goal came at 
the right time for us. 


That's the wav they have 
been of late — if they con- 
ceded goals then they 
don’t know what to do. 

Inevitably, Eric Cantona 
— playing his first away 
match since that fateful 
night at Selhurst Park in 
January when his kungfu- 
style kick on a Crystal 
Palace fan resulted in an 
eight-month world-wide 
ban — took centre stage. 

The flamboyant French- 
man took just six minutes 
to make his mark on the 
tie, picking out Paul 
Scholes' intelligent run 
inside the box which the 
youngster finished off 
emphatically. 

Eight minutes later. 
United added a second 
with Scholes sending 
Andy Cole racing away 
down the left and the 
seven-million-pound 
striker picked out Ryan 
Giggs. . , 

The Welsh international 
flicked the ball through 
for Terry Cooke, advanc- 
ing on the right, and he 
finished to claim his first 
senior goal for his boy- 
hood idols. 

But in the 3Sth minute. 
York pulled a goal back. 


Paul Barnes, who scored 
twice in the first leg, ran 
past Gary Pallister inside 
the box and, although he 
was halted by Ateve 
Bruce's timely sliding 
tackle. Scott Jordan 
pounced on the loose ball 
to fire past Schmeichel. 

It meant United needed 
another two goals even to 
take the tie into extra time 
and, despite providing 
chance after chance, they 
fell short. 

The Frenchman became 
more influential as the 
match wore on, firing a 
superbly-executed 61st- 
minute volley from 
Scholes’ deep cross just 
wide of the target. 

And, just as United were 
beginning to become frus- 
trated, Scholes swooped 
on Coles' centre to hit a 
deflected shot past 19- 
year-old keeper Andy 
Warrington. 

It meant United needed 
one more goal in the final 
11 minutes to earn extra 
time and, although War- 
rington saved at point 
blank from Cole in the 
dying seconds. York were 
the deserved winners. 


Kasparov takes commanding lead 
in world chess championship 


ing, Kasparov complicated 
the position with his 2Sth 
move. 

“It was an amfifing move 
that exposed both kings and 
blew the position wide 
open,” said British grand- 
master Daniel King. 

The claps and shouts 
from the 500 spectators on 
the 107th floor of the World 
Trade Centre where the 
games are played reached 
such a fever pitch the noise 
penetrated the specially 
designed soundproof booth 
where the players face off. 

After the game, both 
players complained to 
match arbiter Carol Jarecki. 

"Vishy was upset and I 
think he’s absolutely 
right,” Kasparov said, 
adding: ° You can’t stop the 
game. You can’t move it.” 


NEW YORK (AP) — 

Titleholder Garry Kasparov 
powered his way to victory 
over challenger 

Viswanathan An and in the 
14th game of the 
Professional Chess 

Association world champi- 
onship Tuesday after a 
frantic time scramble. 

Following Kasparov’s 
victory, his fourth in five 
games, Kasparov leads the 
match T>y‘ an overwhelming 
8.5-5.5 points. 

“The match is still on, but 
I think the fight for the title 
is over,” Kasparov said 
after the game. 'The match 
goes on and anything can 
still happen.” 

But he acknowledged 
having won Tuesday’s 
game after an exciting 
zigzag battle that could 
have gone either 
way. Anand gained 
an advantage with 
his opening, and 
was so hopeful of 
winning that he 
refused a draw on 
the 16th move. 

T don’t think he 
deserved to lose 
today, 7 Kasparov 
said. 

- A win scores one 
point and a draw a 
half-point The 
winner of the con- 
test needs 10.5 
points. In the event 
of a 10-10 tie, 

Kasparov retains 
his title. 

Anand faces the 
uphill’ task of win- 
ning four and 
drawing two of the 
last six games. 

After Anand 
gained an advan- 
tage in the open- Viswanathan Anand 


During the games, specta- 
tors listen to a commentary 
from leading grandmasters, 
shout out their own sugges- 
tions and occasionally 
break into loud applause. 

The commotion caused 
Kasparov to grimace and 
put his hands in the air and 
then over his ears. It came 
at a crucial moment in a 
complicated time scramble 
where the game could still 
have gone either way. • 

"Gary looked at me and 
said, ‘you’ve got to protect 
us,’ ” 

Jarecki told reporters, 
referring to the differing 
needs of the crowd and the 
players. She said anand had 
complained that the noise 
level resembled an amateur 
tournament. 

Playing black, Anand 


Garry Kasparov 


opened with the obscure 
centre counter or 
Scandinavian defence and a 
surprised Kasparov quickly 
drifted into an inferior posi- 
tion. On the 16th move. 
Anand refused a draw and 
began to squeeze Kasparov. 

Kasparov instituted a des- 
perate attack queenside 
before lashing out with a 
dramatic knight sacrifice 
- on his 27th move. 

• i 

<y When Anand mistakenly 
refused to take the offered 
knight, Kasparov attacked 
on the Jdngside, creating a 
wild position that experts 
found difficult to predict. 

*’I looked at Vishy and he 
looked at me and we both 
realized this was the turn- 
ing point,’’ Kasparov said. 
"He lost track." 

With both players 
running short of 
time, Kasparov trad- 
ed the queens, elimi- 
nated Anand's coun- 
terplay and won a 
crucial pawn. 

In a losing situa- 
tion, Anand resigned 
after the 41st move. 

The 15th game is 
scheduled for 
Thursday, with 
Anand playing the 
advantage of the 
white pieces. . 

The winner of the 
contest will receive 
$1 million and the 
.loser $500,000, but 
the fund will be split 
if the match is\ded. 

Kasparov, 32, who 
lives in Moscow, has 
held the world 
championship since 
1985. Anand, ?5. 
comes from Madras, 
India. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTM OMAR SHARF 
4TMKAHHIRSCH 

01994 ThImm >*•&■ Sara*. Inc 


HANDLE WITH CASE 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
*KQ 10 
0432 
0 Q J 107 
* A 10 4 

WEST EAST 

*9743 *96 

<?AKQ86 <3J97 

09 08652 

+ Q75 * J 888 


SOUTH 
* A J82 
0106 
0AK43 
+ K82 

The bidding 

NORTH BAST SOUTH WEST 

1 0 Fasa 1 * FiM 

2 * Pam 4 * Paaa 

Pna Pam 


Opening lead: King of O 

Aa a role, you need an eight-card 
fit for an adequate trump suit, and 
a 4-4 fit is more flexible than 5-3. 
However, a 4-3 major-suit fit, 
known ae a Moyaian fit after the 
late Alphonae “Sonny 1 Moyae, who 
espoused it fervently in TJu Bridge 
World, can - handle nicely aa long as 
one is careful not to lorn trump con- 
trol, 

After South's one-epade response, ' 
North has nothing better than a 
spade raise despite holding only 
three cards in the suit and flat dis- 
tribution. South might have tried 
three diamonds (forcing, of course] 
as a probe for three no trump 
rather than jump to game, but ae 
the cards lie, four spades is clearly 
,the best and only 'makable' game. 
Uf you want bo play five diamonds, 
well defend.) 


Missing six cards in a suit, the 
normal break is 4-2, Bear that yi 
mind and the spade game presents 
no problem. West starts with three 
rounds of hearts and, if declarer 
ruffs the third, the contract will be 
defeated. West will ruff a dlnmond 
■with the long trump and declarer 
will have to loee a club trick eventu- 
ally. 

The secret is to retain trump con- 
trol by discarding a club, a trick you 
must lose anyway, on the third 
heart. If the defenders persevere 
with a fourth heart, declarer ruffe 
in dummy and, aa long as apadde 
break no worse than 4-2. the rest of 
the tricks are there for the inking. 

Note that it does not help fdr 
West to shift to another suit after 
cashing two heart tricks. Declarer 
always has 10 Utcka - Tour Rpodtfc, 
four diamonds and two dubs. : 



CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullman 
in 

While You 
Were Sleeping 

Shows : 1230. £30, 5:00, 630, £30, 1030 

CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:-1 5, 10:45' 

CONCOHD “2” 
POLICE ACADEMY 
“MISSION TO MOSCOW” 
Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


M 


Present 

Peace Oh 

in English every 

Show starts at l 
' For reservation c 
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Russia’s women redeem men; 
Romania and U.S. still in lead 
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SABAE, Japan (AP) — 
Russia's women redeemed a 
dismal performance by their 
nation's men at the World 
Gymnastics Championships 
Wednesday, bumping China 
off third place, bnt left 
Romania and the United 
States unchallenged as lead- 
ers. 

Stunningly dressed in pink 
and black, Russia started 
with a 9.537 by Natalia 
Bobrova on the beam and 
never looked bade, showing 
grace on the floor, power in 


the vault and control on the 
bars for a total 191.408 
points. 

That left Romania still 
leading with 192.570, fol- 
lowed by the U.S. team 
0.848 point behind. China 
dropped to fourth at 

The other teams will try to 
catch defending champion 
Romania in optional exercis- 
es Thursday through Satur- 
day that determine the team 
champion an d 36 finalists 
for the individual all-around 


World Gymnastics Championships 
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Germany’s Andreas Wecker twists airborne over the horizontal bar 
during compulsory in the team competition at the World Gymnastics 
•Championships in Sabae October 4. Wecker scored 9.637 points on the 
bar (Renters photo) 


title. 

Russia’s Dina Kochetko- 
va, all-around bronze medal- 
list in 1994. bumped Ameri- 
ca’s Shannon Miller, the 
1993 and 1994 champion, 
from second place in indi- 
vidual standings. Kochetko- 
va stood at 38-762, with 
Miller 0.063 point behind. 
Gina Gogean of Romania 
stayed on top with 38.799. 

But among the men, Rus- 
sia. Belarus and 
the Ukraine — 
once the Soviet 
team’s back- 
bone — per- 
formed errati- 
cally, leaving 
Japan, China, 
the United 
States and 
Romania on 
top. 

Russia’s men, 
second only to 
world champi- 
on China in 
1994, scored 
just 276.537 
points in the 
compulsories 
and stood 11th 
out of 24 teams 
competing. 

Only Dmitri 
Karbonenko, 
standing 22nd. 
and Evgeni 
Chabaev, 40th, 
appeared to 


give Russia a chance of 
reaching the individual all- 
around finals, Alexei 
Voropaev, the silver medal- 
list in 1994, stood 51st after 
the compulsories this time. 

Belarus, whose team nar- 
rowly missed a bronze 
medal in 1994. was hurt by 
the loss of Alexander 
Sbostak, who broke his arm 
two days before the compe- 
tition began. 

Belarus stood eighth at 
278.061, and coach 
Vladimir Vatkini said it 
would be difficult to finish 
higher than sixth. 

Ukraine, the 1994 bronze 
medallist, placed fifth in the 
compulsories, scaring 
279.274. Three Ukrainians 
were among the top 36 indi- 
viduals, but Igor Korobchin- 
ski, the sixth highest scorer 
in 1994, fell off the horizon- 
tal bar and stood 45 th at 
54.750. 

Going into the optionals, 
Japan had 282.060, leading 
China by 0.012 point, the 
U.S. team by 1.724 points 
and Romania by 2.086. 

There also was no change 
in the top two men, with Li 
Xiaoshuang of Chin a, at 
56.987, ahead of Japan’s 
Hikam Tanaka at 56.800. 

Vitaly Scherbo, winner of 
six gold medals at the 1992 
Olympics, moved into third 


with 56.674. 

Still Scherbo, who lists 
picking mushrooms among 
his bobbies, summed up his 
performance with one word: 
“Bad.” 

Scherbo's teammate, 
defending champion Ivan 
Ivankov, stood 61st, and 
scored 73.75 oo the bar after 
falling. 

Coach Vatkini said 
Ivankov was treated in Israel 
and Germany for a shoulder 
injured this summer and 
then hurt the other shoulder, 
disrupting his pre-champi- 
onship training. 

“He wasn’t really ready,” 
Vafloni said with obvious 
disappointment 

But Belorussian Vitaly 
Rudnitski stood 36th, giving 
him a chance for the all- 
around contest 

Russian coach Alexandre 
Genkin said his team was 
not feeling fresh, maybe 
because they overtrained. 
He said be hoped for an 
improvement in the optional 
events. Delegation head 
Leonid Arkaev, coach of the 
former Soviet team for two 
decades, said the team’s 
showing was not related to 
recent changes in his coun- 
try. • 

The Soviet team won the 
championships eight times 
between 1954 and 1991, 
more than . any other nation. 



Svetlana Chorkina of Russia leaps into the air in the floor exercise at the World Gym- 
nastics Championships team compulsory in Sabae Wednesday. Chorkina scored 9.750 
points on the floor (Renters photo) 
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Global voting debuts 
for NBA all-stars 


•NEW YORK (AFP) — Fans 
. around the world will select 
, ‘the starting lineups for next 
‘year's National Basketball 
Sssotiation (NBA) all-star- 
game under an expanded 
voting procedure announced 
here Tuesday. 

• • Ten million ballots will be 

* distributed in more than 
*2,100 stores of an athletic 
shoe sales firm foot locker in 
Hong Kong, Australia, 
Europe and North America. 

The global ballots will be 
printed in Spanish, Bench, 

• German, Italian, Dutch and 
English. 

Another five million bal- 
lots will be distributed in the 
NBA’s 29 arenas starting 
Nov. 8, the same day they 
become available world- 
wide. 


Balloting concludes Jan. 
12 with the top centre, for- 
wards and guards from each 
conference forming the 
starting lineup for Eastern 
and Western Conference 
dubs at the all-star show- 
down in San Antonio Feb. 
11 . 

The total ballot record of 
63 million cast was set last 
season and will almost cer- 
tainly fell, an indiciation of 
the increased global atten- 
tion and marketing of the 
NBA. 

The league improved mer- 
chandise sales by $29 mil- 
lion this year outside the 
United States to a total of 
$400 million, helped in part 
by the return of Michael Jor- 
dan. 

Viewing worldwide rose 


as well, with the finals seen 
in 164 nations, 90 more than 
just four years ago. 

The league began the first 
official fen dub outside 
North America this year in 
Japan and is building youth 
sports play areas in China. 

Voters in Puerto Rico, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Canada 
and the United Stales are 
also eligible for a sweep- 
stakes in which two selected 
contestants will be given a 
three-point shot for one mil- 
lion dollars during the all- 
star weekend. 

“The global component 
and the new million-dollar 
format should generate even 
more exdtement around this 
year’s NBA all-star week- 
end.” 


Seles to play at Australian Open 

Tournament to feature record prize money 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Monica Seles will aim to win 
her fourth Australian Open 
women’s singles tennis tide in 
January, tournament organisers 
said Wednesday. 

Seles, who was beaten in the 
final of the U.S. Open by Steffi 
Graf, is making a comeback 
after taking more than two years 
out of the sport. She was stabbed 
in the shoulder by a deranged 
fan in Hamburg, Germany, in 
April, 1993. 

Tennis Australia President 
Geoff Pollard announced at the 
official launch of the tourna- 
ment that Seles had indicated 
she plans to contest the opening 
Grand Slam event of the year, 
which will feature record prize 
money of 9 million Australian 
dollars (U.S. $6.88 million). 

Pollard said the prize money 


was an increase of 11 per cent in 
Australian dollar terms on that 
for this year's tournament. Win- 
ners of the men’s and women’s 
singles will receive equal prize 
money of $562,000 (u.S. 

$429,000). 

He said the tournament would 
offer double the previous com- 
puter points • to participants, 
almost double the size venue 
and the best field in its 90-year 
history. 

“All the stars have indicated 
they will be here in January. 
Every top name is expected,” 
Pollard said. 

He said Andre Agassi of the 
United States and Mary Pierce 
of France had said they would 
defend their singles titles. 

iey 

for women's events’ would be 90 


le prize morn 
nts would be 5 
per cent of that paid to the men. 


a ratio higher than any other 
Grand Slam event other than the 
U.S. Open. 

He said stage two of develop- 
ments at the national tennis cen- 
tre, which will add two further 
stadium courts and eight other 
match courts, will be completed 
in time for the tournament, 
which will run from Jan. 16-29. 

The show courts will have 
seating capacity for 3,000 and 
1,500 spectators, giving the 
venue five permanent stadium 
courts. 

“Come January, we will have 
the premier tennis venue in the 
world for the biggest sports 
event in the Asia-Pacific 
region,” said tournament Direc- 
tor Paul McNamee. 

“The construction of stage 
two, coupled with our recent 
coup of raising the computer 


points and the 


:t of a his- 


prospect 
tone field undoubtedly raises 
our stature to that of a full and 
equal partner to the other grand 
slams.” 

McNamee said the event 
would be televised free-to-air to 
around 600 million homes 
worldwide and would be shown 
in the United Stales on the 
ESPN network. It will again be 
sponsored by the Ford Motor 
Company. 

Agassi’s rivals in the men’s 
singles will include Pete Sam- 
pras, Thomas Muster, Jim 
Courier, Boris Becker and 
Michael Chang, while Pierce 
will defend her women’s singles 
title against a field that is 
expected to include Seles, Steffi 
Graf, Gabriela Sabatini and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 
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China gets 
joint-stock 
soccer 
club 

. ' SHANGHAI (R) — Nearly 
200 companies -and state 
. organisations in the south- 
west . province of Yunnan 
.have set up China’s first 
joint-stock soccer club, the 
Soccer Newspaper reported. 
5. The Ynnnan Tlanyuan soc- 
cer dub, with a registered 
capital of 20 milli on yuan 
($2.4 million), was estab- 
. Hshed in the provincial cap- 
ital of Kunming Sept 28, 
the newspaper said in its 
Monday edition, seen in 
Shanghai Wednesday. 

-. Half of the money is com- 
ing from the Tianyuan inter- 
national commercial service 
group, the rest from other 
companies and government 
‘Orgam'sations, it said. 

. Tbe new club will take 
-part in the second division 
of China's professional soc- 
cer league in 1996 and aims 
-to become a premier team in 
China and famous in South- 
east Asia, the newspaper 
7 said. 

The club already has 
; 30,000 members in the 
: province, with 23 assoria- 
; tious in the Kunming area, it 

• .said. 

Since the formation of 

■ China’s ■ first professional 
: soccer league in 1994, the 
| sport has. gained in popular- 
- «y and attracted the atren- 
. hon of. frig businesses, 

; which sponsor many of tbe 

• teams. 

; -China’s first division pro- 

■ Sessional soccer league has 

; 12 teams. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Audi 80, model 1990, Saudi plate, red colour, 
automatic transmission, air conditioned and 
other options. The car is in a very good 
condition. Price required: JD 6800. 

Please contact Mr. Hassan, Tel: 816640 


WANTED 

Full-time nanny / housekeeper 

Please call 617789 



C ) When you think 
jvjXroL, of PIZZA’S 
think NAPOLI, 
the best 
p]ZZA 
in town 


NAPOLI PIZZA 

WE'LL PUT A SMILE 
ON YOUR FACE 

Al-Rabieh Circle 
Tel.: 698504 



Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Tel: 610650 _ 

around the clock, 7 days a week kj 
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POSTPONED 

Annual International Bazaar 
& Family Fun Day 

We regretfully announce that the 
Annual International Bazaar 
& Family Fun Day 

for the benefit of 

Mabarrat Um Al Hussein Orphanage 

has been postponed from October 6th 
to November 10th, 1995 

The Diplomatic Corps to the Royal 
Court of Jordan invites you to a day ' 
filled with international activities, lottery, 
games, food & shows for all the family 
at 10:30 a.m. at 
Al Hussein Sports City 

Mark your calendars for the date 
change and hold on to your tickets! j 



■j 

Oh 


• - ^ ^ ’ 

Spice up your nights with a fiery feast 
of Cajun cooking. 

Or tuck into a juicy slab of U.S. prime rib, 
straight from the hot grill. 
Guaranteed to raise temperatures to... 

SiZzLiNGl 


At Al-Mansaf Restaurant 
Every Thursday from 7:30 pm until 11:30 pm. 


AMMAN 

^arnott. 

Horn 

607607 









News 



Quake-hit Turkish 
town struggles to 
survive; deaths rise 


DINAR (Agencies) — 
Attempts were underway to 
restore basic services as 
hopes faded Wednesday that 
any more survivors would be 
found in this quake-stricken 
town. 

The death toll reached 88 
in the magnitude-6 quake 
which hit Sunday. Rescuers 
continued operations to 
reach at least four more 
bodies believed to be under 
the rubble. m 

Meanwhile, signs of nor- 
mal life in Dinar emerged. 

Three banks started serv- 
ing their customers in vans 
set up at a small park. A few 
stores opened. Some phone 
lines were restored ana tele- 
phones were placed on empty 
milk carts turned upside 
down on the street. Street 
lights came on Tuesday night 
after utility workers cut off 
buildings' connections to the 
main lines to avoid fires. 

But people continued to 
flee for the homes of relatives 
in other cities. Packed buses 
left one after another. 

“I’m going to stay with my 
mother-in-law in Antalya for 
the time being. I don’t know 
when we’ll return, who 
knows when this town will be 
rebuilt,” said Gul Ozdemir, 
22, as she held her two- 
month-old son Gokce. 

Ms. Ozdemir's parents left 
for Aydin. another nearby 
city, Tuesday. 

Some stayed behind. 

“All my relatives live in 


Dinar. And I can't afford to 
move to some ocher town and 
start a new life. I hope the 
government will help,” said 
Ibrahim Karagoz. a retired 
civil servant. 

Residen ts were going into 
damaged buildings to retrieve 
belongings, ignoring warn- 
ings ftom authorities. 

“I know it’s dangerous to. 
go iu, but we don't have 
blankets — you know how 
cold it was here last night. If 
the government had given us 
blankets, we wouldn't have 
to do this.” Abdullah Turgut, 
a retired colonel, said as he 
brought out bags of clothes 
from his bouse. 

As his son Ahmet was 
working through the group 
floor living room, bricks fell 
from a wall with a loud crash, 
sending him fleeing. Nobody 
was injured. 

The relatively low death 
toll was believed to be due to 
the fact that many people had 
left town or were sleeping 
outdoors after a few moder- 
ate quakes shook Dinar last 
week. 

A German rescue team 
Wednesday spotted one per- 
son still alive beneath the 
rubble of a building, Anatolia 
news agency reported. 

It said rescue teams inten- 
sified efforts to reach the 
person who was understood 
to be still alive Wednesday 
after being trapped under the 
rubble of the Dinar security 
directorate building for 67 


hours following the quake. 

German, Swiss and Greek 
teams were taking part in 
efforts by their Turkish coun- 
terparts to rescue quake vic- 
tims. 

“Three people were found 
under debris today and sever- 
al more yesterday," an In- 
terior Ministry official said in 
dinar. 

He said rescue workers 
were searching for one per- 
son believed to be dead 
under a collapsed building. 

“We have no other reports 
from families of people mis- 
sing," the official said. ’The 
chances of finding anyone 
alive now are very low." 

The centre of the town, 
with a population of about 
40,000, was scared by rubble 
from apartment blocks and 
public buildings after the 
quake. 

A right-wing party has cal- 
led for an inquiry into the 
lack of earthquake precau- 
tions and reports that public 
buildings were the first to 
crumple in Dinar, Anatolia 
said. 

About 3,000 tents have 
been distributed to homeless 
residents in Dinar but -villa- 
gers from nearby areas 
affected were still without 
tents, tlie agency said. 

An earthquake killed 330 
people in the town in 1925. 
Turkey's biggest quake in re- 
cent years, in the eastern 
town of Eizincan in 1992, 
killed more than 500 people. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab Court of Justice may bar non-Arabs 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League officials working to set up 
a regional court of justice on Wednesday said they were 
considering a Libyan proposal to bar non-Arabs from the 
court. The working committee for the Arab Court of 
Justice met on Wednesday to consider some 12 amend- 
ments to the proposed court made by league nations, 
league spokesman Talaal Haraed told the press. The court 
is part of a proposed Arab pledge of honour aiming at 
resolving disputes between Arab nations peacefully which 
league foreign ministers failed to adopt at their last session 
in Cairo in September. League sources said the workshop 
would most likely adopt a Libyan recommendation not to 
allow non-Arab countries to appeal before the court, even 
if they had bilateral agreements with member nations. 

Rabin asks for delay on PoWs: Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
ready to resolve the issue of Egyptian prisoners of war 
(PoWs) executed in 1956 and 1967, but has asked for a 
delay, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said Tuesday. “I 
had a good discussion on the prisoner of war issue with Mr. 
Rabin.” said Mr. Mubarak, who spoke after attending a 
museum inauguration. “I asked him to do something 
because of Egyptian public opinion. Mr. Rabin did not say 
no, but he asked for a delay,” Mr. Mubarak said. “We do 
not want to create a problem between the two countries 
and we want it to be resolved as it should,” he added. Mr. 
Mubarak met Mr. Rabin in Washington last week during 
the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian accord expanding 
Palestinian autonomy on the West Bank. 

Former Iranian interpreter jailed for spying 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A former Foreign Ministry interpreter 
accused of spying has been sentenced to three years in 
prison, an official said Wednesday. Hussein Vaghar, 
arrested in August 1994, has been convicted of “having 
contacts with foreigners and providing them with informa- 
tion,” the head of Tehran revolutionary courts, Ghulam- 
Hussein Rahbarpur, said. The Iranian news media said 
after Mr. Vaghar's arrest that he had spied for the United 
States while serving as an official translator. The Swiss 
embassy in Tehran, which has also been looking after U.S. 
interests since Tehran and Washington broke off ties in 
1981 , served as a go-between, a newspaper said at the time. 
The papier also charged that the mission had lured Mr. 
Vaghar into espionage by offering him a woman. 

No-smoking law relaxed in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — A new anti-smoking law was relaxed 
Wednesday to allow smokers to puff at cigarettes in the 
privacy of their cars. Hussein A1 Momen, a Health Ministry 
official, said the ban on smoking in private cars had been 
widely criticised as unconstitutional. As a result, the 
ministry decided to suspend its enforcement for three 
months and launch a campaign of awareness to explain why 
smoking in such a closed environment is dangerous. In 
addition to the possible damage to personal health, some 
smokers are accustomed to flicking lit cigarette butts out of 
car windows, causing fires, said Mr. Momen, defending the 
law. Lighting cigarettes in cars had been prohibited under a 
strict anti-smoking law that took effect Sunday. 

Indonesia to deport Algerian 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesia will deport an Algerian 
national from the eastern province of Irian Jaya as he was 
found breaking immigration- laws, the state news agency 
Antara reported Wednesday. Toumi Hamid, 26, was 
caught attempting to leave for Australia on a chartered 
ship, Antara quoted a spokesperson for the immigration 
office in Merauke, Irian Jaya, as saying. Mr. Hamid has 
been given until Oct. 12 to leave Indonesia, Antara said. 
The Algerian arrived in Indonesia on September 16 and 
tried to enter Australia via Jakarta recently, immigration 
officials said. 

Sudan, Chad sign border agreement 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan and Chad have signed an 
agreement on the demarcation of their common border 
after four duvs of talks in Khartoum, it was reported 
Wednesday. The daily A1 Sudan Al fiadcith said the two 
sides endorsed on Tuesday a report hy a joint technical 
committee on border marks placed in February and on 
plans for completing the demarcation. 'I he delegations 
were led by the interior ministers ot both countries. Hakrt 
Hassan Salih for Sudan and Mohammad Nouri for Chad. 


Journalist 
remains 
in custody 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordon Times 

AMMAN — Salameh 
Nc’matt, the Amman corres- 
pondent of the London-based 
Al Hayat newspaper, re- 
mained in custody Wednes- 
day as a court of appeal did 
not decide on bis second re- 
quest for release on bail since 
he was detained for 14 days 
Tuesday pending completion 
of investigations over a re- 
port he published on Sept. 
20 . 

Amman's public prosecu- 
tor turned down Mr. 
Ne’matt’s first request for re- 
lease on bail Tuesday and a 
court of appeal upheld his 
decision. Mr. Ne'matt's 
lawyer, Ayman Abu Shark, 
renewed his attempt to relase 
his client on bail Wednesday, 
but the public prosecutor de- 
nied the request. Mr. Abu 
Shark appealed the derision 
another time and the court 
did not rule on the case by 
the end of working day 
Wednesday. 

Legal sources said that Mr. 
Ne’matt will not be able to 
renew his appeal for release 
on bail before the elapse of 
three days if the court of 
appeal supports the public 
prosecutor’s decision. 

Public prosecutor Jamal Al 
Zu’bi ordered the detention 
of Mr. Ne’matt after he sum- 
moned him to hear his testi- 
mony. Mr. Ne'matt is 
charged with overlooking ob- 
jectivity and accuracy, harm- 
ing national unity, inciting 
crime and planting the seeds 
of hatred and division among 
members of society as well as 
slander and defamation. 

On Monday the public pro- 
secutor, in his secret inves- 
tigation of the charges, lis- 
tened to the testimonies of 
Jordan Press Association 
President Suleiman Al 
Qudah and columnist Tareq 
Masarweh. 

Mr. Masarweh is the most 
outspoken of the critics of 
Mr. Ne’matt’s article and had 
demanded in an article in Al 
Ra’i newspaper that Al 
Hayat and its Amman corres- 
pondent be taken to court. 
Mr. Masarweh said he would 
personally sue Mr. Ne’matt 
and his paper. But the case 
was launched by the public 
prosecutor. 

In his article, Mr. Ne'matt 
quoted “informed” and “offi- 
cial sources” as saying that 
the government was going to 
investigate allegations that 42 
journalists, writers and cur- 
rent and former officials were 
receiving bribes from Bagh- 
dad, which is trying “to cre- 
ate a Jordanian movement to 
counter Jordan's support for 
a change in the Iraqi reg- 
ime.” 

Mr. Ne'matt’s report came 
after the defection to Jordan 

• 

(Continued on page 7| 


Regent calls for promoting Jordanian 
diplomacy and increased interaction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent. 
Wednesday, called for prom- 
oting Jordanian diplomatic 
action through comprehen- 
sive and constructive dia- 
logue with political and eco- 
nomic blocs like the Euro- 
pean Union and the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment as well as enhancing the 
inter-faith dialogue where 
Jordan is playing a leading 
role. 

In a brief address at the 
first meeting of the Institute 
of Diplomacy's (ID) board of 
directors, the Regent, who 
chairs the board, said there 
was a need for qualifying 
Jordanian diplomats and sti- 
mulating their action. 

The Regent requested the 
ID members, who represent 
various organisations, to be- 
nefit from “this pioneering 
institute” so that it would 
cover all the required di- 
plomatic activities carried out 
abroad by military, cultural, 
information and commercial 
attaches at the Jordanian 
embassies. 

Present at the meeting 
were acting Prime Minister 



His Royal Hi 
meeting at the 


ess Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
titute of Diplomacy (photo by Boghos) 


on Wednesday chairs a 


Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem and other officials. 

The meeting heard a report 
from Dr. Mazen Armouti, 


president of the institute, and 
reviewed the steps taken in 
the estalishment of the insti- 
tute, its activities to-date and 
plan of action for the future. 


An ID statement said the 
institute had undertaken va- 
rious projects, the most im- 
portant of which were two 
(Continued on page 7) 


Tahitians stage small protest against N-test 


PAPEETE, Tahiti (AP) — 
In the first protest against 
France's second nuclear test, 
about 60 Tahitians rallied 
outside the territorial assem- 
bly Tuesday to demand a 
public debate on the French 
atomic blasts. 

With more than 1,000 
police patrolling Papeete 
since France detonated a 
blast of about 100 kilotonnes 
Sunday beneath Fangataufa 
atoll, some 1 ,200 kilometres 
to the southeast, the main 
anti-nuclear and pro- 
independence groups had 
forsworn public protests to 
avoid a replay of the riots 
that followed the first blast 
Sept. 5. 

But Oscar Temaru, leader 
of the main pro- 
independence party Tavmi, 
reversed himself and 
announced Tuesday that be 

S fanned to turn but up to 
,000 people Thursday for a 
march near the airport in the 
neighbourhood of Faaa. 


That area, a stronghold of 
the pro-independence move- 
ment, is where the riots be- 
gan Sept. 6, escalating into a 
rampage that left the interna- 
tional airport partly burned 
out, and dozens of downtown 
shops and buildings looted 
and razed. 

About 140 anti-nuclear 
activists from the Woman's 
League of New Zealand were 
supposed to join the protest 
Thursday, but Kiwi Interna- 
tional airline spokesman 
Ewan Wilson said French 
Polynesia’s government had 
revoked permission for their 
flight. 

Officials in Papeete are in- 
vestigating claims by four 
trade unionists detained 
Sept. 9 after the riots that 
they were mistreated by 
French police. The unions 
are key allies of the Tavini 
pro-independence party. 

Amnesty International, the 
international human rights 


monitoring group, said it also 
looking into claims that elec- 
tric shocks were used on the 
men during interrogation. 

"Die wives of the men 
appeared with Mr. Temaru at 
hus news conference to de- 
nounce their alleged mis- 
treatment. 

France plans to stage as 
many as eight nuclear blasts 
by the end of May before 
signing a test ban treaty. The 
detonations broke a three- 
year-old testing moratorium 
observed by France, the Un- 
ited States. Britain and Rus- 
sia. 

A Paris newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday that a French 
army map shows the under- 
ground test site at nearby 
Mururoa atoll is full of 
cracks. Some experts have 
warned that the atoll could 
crack and release radioactiv- 
ity. 

The French defence minis- 
try dismissed Le Monde’s re- 


port as “trivial and whimsic- 
al,” and said it has the situa- 
tion at Mururoa under “per- 
fect scientific and ecological 
control.” 

Le Monde said the map, 
drawn in 1980 before about 
100 more tests were con- 
ducted. showed that “large 
cracks developed in the struc- 
ture of the atoll’s volcano.” 

The cracks, the paper said, 
“reinforce the hypothesis by 
a large portion of the interna- 
tional scientific community 
about the possible fracturing 
of the atoll" that could re- 
lease radioactivity “in the 
years or centuries to come 
and cause a major ecological 
catastrophe.” 

The sketched diagram 
showed several fissures sever- 
al kilometres long, as deep as 
8,500 metres and as much as 
3.5 metres wide. There was 
no information given on 
when or how quickly the 
cracks developed. 


Embargo threatens to 
shut down Iraqi press 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq's 
state-run daily newspapers 
could dose down because of 
paper and other shortages 
caused by U.N. sanctions im- 
posed five years ago. editors 
said Wednesday. 

“The Al Tbawra's print- 
run has dropped between 92 
per cent and 94 per cent from 
1990 when the daily pub- 
lished 250,000 copies," the 
ruling Baath Party newspap- 
er's managing' editor, Taha 
Al Basri told AFP. 

“We are suffering from 
huge shortages of paper, ink, 
spare parts and machinery 
needed for our printing press- 
es to work properly," Mr. 
Basri said. 

Under U.N. sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, Iraq 
can only import food, medi- 
cine and other humanitarian 
supplies. On a long list of 
banned products are paper 
and spare parts for printing 
presses. 

Published in the Iraqi 
capital are Al Thawra, the. 
English-language Baghdad 
Observer, Al Jumhouriyah, 
Al Qadissiyah, Al Iraq, Al 
Baath Al Riady. and Babel, 
which is run by Saddam Hus- 
sein’s eldest son Uday. 

Al Jumhouriyah’s manag- 


ing editor Salah Al Mokhtar 
said his newspaper’s “print- 
run has dropped from 
400.000 before the embargo 
to 15,000” today. 

“The newspaper, which 
used to have 16 pages without 
counting the weekend tabloid 
supplement, now only has 
four pages,” Mr. Mokhtar 
said. “The paper shortage 
threatens to close down the 
newspaper by the end of the 
year.” 

Although its official price 
is five dinars, a newspaper 
'usually sells for 50 to 75 
dinars on the black market 
because so -few are available. 
Babel sells for up to 125 
dinars. 

One dollar was worth 2,000 
dinars on the black market on 
Wednesday. 

Iraq’s Information Minis- 
try said last year that more 
than 130 publications had 
closed down since 1990. 

The chairman of the news- 
paper union in Baghdad. 
Saad Qassem Hamudi. de- 
scribed the fate of the Iraqi 
press as “catastrophic.” 

“The embargo has had a 
negative impact on Iraqis not 
only in terms of food and 
health, but also in terms of 
information,” Mr. Hamudi 
said. 


Yemenis question 
Algerian suspect 


SANAA (R) — An Algerian 
teacher detained after a 
shootout in Yemen is being 
questioned along with other 
alleged militants suspected of 
attacking weddings they de- 
emed offensive to Islam. 

“The investigation with the 
Algerian and members of his 
group has started,” Interior 
Minister Hussein Moham- 
mad Arab was quoted by the 
official SABA news agency 
as saying on Tuesday night. 

Adam Salahuddin, also 
known as Abu Abdul Rah- 
man, was. captured after a 
shootout in southern Yemen 
last week and was taken to 
the capital Sanaa for ques- 
tioning. 

The minister said' charges 
against the group include re- 
sisting arrest, “fomenting 
sectarianism” and attacking 
weddings, which some mili- 
tants say are being conducted 
in a style offensive to Islam. 

Men and women are usual- 
ly segregated at Yemeni wed- 
dings, but sometimes the 
singing of women is heard 
through microphones, which 
some consider a sin, residents 
say. 

The arrests of Salahuddin 


and other suspects were the 
latest in a security clamp- 
down in Yemen after a series 
of kidnappings, and attacks 
on wedding parties and a 
religious group last month. 

Some of the attacks bave 
been blamed on fun- 
damentalist groups while 
others have been blamed on 
“sabotage gangs.” 

The country has been tight- 
ening security since its two- 
month civil war ended m July 
1994 when northern troops 
led by Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh crushed 
southern secessions ts. 

Three people were killed 
and six wounded when 
Yemeni security forces last 
week dashed with Salahud- 
din and his group in Dhalea, 
about 100 kilometres north of 
Aden, Mr. Arab said. 

Travellers had said four 
men died in the fighting 
which erupted as forces sur- 
rounded the group's base af- 
ter residents said they attack- 
ed a wedding using guns and 
a grenade. 

There were no reports of 
injuries among the wedding 
party. 


Iran jails 3 women for killing 2 priests 

TEHRAN (Agencies) — An The Iraq-based that Iran faced a upsurge of they were carryir 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — An 
Iranian court has jailed a 
woman for 30 years and two 
others for 20 years for killing 
two Christian pastors and 
attempting to bomb Muslim 
shrines in Iran. Tehran Radio 
said on Wednesday. 

It quoted the court presi- 
dent, G holamhossein 
Rahbarpour. as saying 
Farahnaz Anami, a 3 1 -year- 
old business student and em- 
ployee of the National Ira- 
nian Oil Company, was jailed 
for 30 years for the murders 
of Protestant pastors Tateos 
Michuelian and Mehdi Dihuj 
and for supporting the 
opposition Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq group. 

Batoul Vaferi, 35, and 
Maryam Shuhhazpour. 31, 
were sentenced to 20 years in 
prison for helping in the mur- 
der of Michncliun, disrupting 
public order and supporting 
the Mujahcdccn, he added. 


The Iraq-based 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq have 
denied having any links with 
the women. 

The court had reduced the 
sentences from death penal- 
ties. since the defendants 
were women and because the 
relatives of Michaelian did 
not press for death sentences. 
Rahbarpour added. 

The three women had con- 
fessed to their role in the 
. murdere of the clerics and to 
plotting to bomb a Shiite 
Muslim shrine and the 
mausoleum of the late re- 
volutionary leader Ayatollah 
Ruholtafi Khomeini. Iranian 
media said earlier. 

» Hie Mujahedcen intended 
to blame Iran’s Islamic au- 
thorities for the murders in its 
anti-Tehran campaign in the 
West, the women said. 

The 1994 murders caused 
widespread concern in the 
West, where it was .feared 


that Iran faced a upsurge of 
religious intolerance. 

The Mujahedeen rejected 
the accusation, saying the 
trial was staged by Tehran as 
a plot against the opposition. 

Judge Rahbarpour as 
saying the women were mem- 
bers of the group. 

“The sentences of the 
three were reduced because 
of the high regard for women 
in Islam, and because the 
women in Rev. Michaelian 's 
family had agreed to lenien- 
cy- 

“Otherwise, the sentence 
would be death.” the radio 
quoted Mr. Rahbarpour as 
saying. 

The three were tried by u 
no-jury court, hut it is not 
known whether the tri.il was* 
open to the public. 

The women were arrested 
in July last year reportedly 
before detonating bombs 


they were carrying. Those 
reports followed a bomb blast 
at a shrine in Mashhad in 
which 26 people were killed. 
That June 20, 1994. explosion 
has gone officially unex- 
plained. 

Iranian officials later said 
the three women had confes- 
sed to murdering Rev. 
Michaelian of the St. John 
Armenian Presbyterian 
Church. 

Last week Judge Rahhar- 
pour said the women were 
suspects in the murders of 
Debaj and a third priest. 
Bishop Haik Hovespiun 
Mehr. The court apparently 
did not have enough evidence 
to convict the women of 
Mehr’s killing. 

The three priests were kil- 
led after refusing to follow an 
official directive against pro- 
selytising in Iran and criticis- 
ing the government. 


Bardot writes to 
Mandela to save 
elephants 

JOHANNESBURG (AFPi 
Brigitte Bardot has writ- 
ten to South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
criticising the killing of 
elephants and rhinoceros in 
the Kruger National Park, a 
statement from her founda- 
tion said here Tuesday. The 
former French actress, who 
now dedicates herself to 
promoting animal welfare, 
spoke out against the hunt- 
ing of the white rhinoceros 
and the killing of elephants 
in South Africa’s biggest 
wildlife reserve. She wrote: 
“South Africa has been 
notable for its eagerness to 
relaunch the ivory market. 
You have succeeded in 
reopening hunting for the 
white rhinoceros, thus con- 
demning the species ... I 
will do my utmost to avoid 
the same thing happening 
to the elephants.” kruger 
National Park culls several 
hundred elephants each 
year to avoid overpopula- 
tion which damages the 
environment in the park. 
The national parks' man- 
agement launched an inter- 
national appeal for funds in 
September to pay for trans- 
ferring excess elephants to 
other parks. 

Tourists barred 
from Chinese 
monkey island 

HONG KONG (.AFP) — 
The spread of a strange 
lung disease has forced the 
authorities to dose a mon- 
key island in southern 
China's Hainan province to 
tourists, a report said. 
Ninety per cent of monkeys 
at the popular tourist attrac- 
tion in Nanwan were found 
by scientists to be suffering 
from “pathological 

changes” in their lungs, the 
Hong Kong branch of 
China News Service said. 
The decision to close the 
site was to prevent the 
unspecified illness spread- 
ing to humans and other 
wildlife. 


Charlie Chaplin’s 
son plans cultural 

centre in Soweto 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP! 
— Eugene Chaplin, the 
businessman son of film 
legend Charlie Chaplin, is 
planning to build a cultural 
centre in Soweto. South 
Africa’s largest black 
majority town, the eco- 
nomic daily Business Day 
said. Eugene Chaplin 
entertainment is planning 
to spend 1.6 billion rand 
(around $450 million) on 
the centre which will 
include a cinema complex, 
multi-media hall, bookshop 
and cafe and restaurant. 
Planning work has already 
started on a 200 hectare 
(500 acre) site in the 
Eikenhof district of 
Soweto, an area known for 
its lack of infrastructure. 
Mr. Chaplin. 42, skteched 
out the initial plans for the 
centre with a Soweto-based 
business during a visit to 
South Africa earlier this 
year. The businessman, 
who lives at Montreux in 
Switzerland in a house 
inherited from his father 
told Business Day he want- 
ed the centre to preserve 
the “cultural, economic and 
social values my father 
pursued for 50 years.” 

Million dollar car 
stolen at gas 
station 

GILLINGHAM. England 
(AFP) A Renault luxury 
sedan with a prototype 
engine and a £60o.(i00 
($930. (UK)) price tag was 
stolen at a highway gas sta- 
tion Tuesday night.' police 
satd Wednesday. The blue 
ha franc was being trans- 
ported .by truck from 
Renault headquarters iu 
France to a test siie at 

leterhorough, central 

England. “The driver was 
taking refreshment and the 
car just went.” said a police 
spokesman, lie said Knli 
ear and truck were taken. 





